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ELECTED  OFFICIALS 
MARCH  3,  2003 


OFFICE 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

Frank  G.  Costa 

Richard  Hegeman 
Gene  Nelson 


TOWN  CLERK 

Brenda  A.  Herbeck 


TOWN  TREASURER 

Brenda  A.  Herbeck 


TOWN  COLLECTOR 

Brenda  A.  Herbeck 


TOWN  MODERATOR 

William  E.  Jr.  McKeon 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
David  J.  Long 

Joseph  Jr.  Silva 

Pauline  A.  Smith 


TREE  WARDEN 

Thomas  Ferry 


ADDRESS 

HOME# 

TERM 

OFFICE# 

900  Somerset  Ave. 

669-5327 

2004 

669-6431 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2440  Chestnut  St. 

252-6432 

2005 

669-6431 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

1580  Stanzione  Dr. 

824-0960 

2006 

669-6431 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

519  Tremont  St. 

822-3108 

2004 

669-5411 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

519  Tremont  St. 

822-3108 

2004 

669-5411 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

519  Tremont  St. 

822-3108 

2004 

669-5411 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2308  Pleasant  St. 
Dighton,  MA  02715 

669-6340 

2004 

669-6431 

229  Forest  St. 

824-0820 

2004 

669-5043 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

1668  Pine  St. 

669-5606 

2006 

669-5043 

Dighton,  MA  02715 
515  Main  St. 

Dighton,  MA  02715 

669-6190 

2005 

669-5043 

741  Main  St. 

Dighton,  MA02715 

669-5709 

2006 

669-643 1 
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OFFICE 


ADDRESS  HOME#  TERM  OFFICE# 


D-R  SCHOOL  DIST.COMM. 


Lisa  Gay 

1850  Pinehill  Rd.  669-6408 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2006 

Howard  J.  Horsman 

1782  Wheeler  St.  822-3882 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2006 

Barbara  S.  Murray 

2300  Fieldstone  Dr.  669-65 1 9 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2005 

William  Newman 

2440  Maple  Swamp  Rd.  252-5994 
No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2004 

Janice  M.  Terry  66  Walker  St.  823-1194 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2005 

252-5000 

252-5000 

252-5000 

252-5000 

252-5000 


PLANNING  BOARD 


Kenneth  J.  Araujo 

1460  Williams  St. 
Dighton,  MA  02715 

669-6988 

2008 

669-6636 

David  J.  Araujo 

790  Tremont  St.  823-4911 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2005 

669-6636 

Robert  C.  Boughner 

477  Estherbrook  Ave. 
Dighton,  MA  02715 

669-6595 

2006 

669-6636 

Stephen  T.  Gilbert 

1780  Smith  St. 

Dighton,  MA  02715 

669-9084 

2004 

669-6636 

Bruce  M.  Murphy 

238  Chase  St.  822-7445 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2007 

669-6636 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 


Lynn  A.  Dupont 

240  Country  Hill  Dr.  669-5157 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2006 

669-6421 

Robert  N.  Gay 

1850  Pinehill  Rd.  669-6408 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2004 

669-6421 

Thomas  McGarr 

1835  Pinehill  Rd.  669-6527 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

2005 

669-6421 

PLAYGROUND 

Steven  Dumenigo 

2955  Elm  St.  669-9029 

Dighton,  MA  02715 

2005 

669-643 1 

Maryanne  Watson 

1  yr.  unexp.  Term 

126  Main  St.  669-4366 

Dighton,  MA  02715 

2004 

669-6431 

Robert  J.  Woods 

1 1 60  Somerset  Ave.  669-6490 

2006 

669-5111 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 
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OFFICE 


ADDRESS 


HOME# 


TERM  OFFICE# 


HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Frank  G.  Costa 

Joan  LaFrance 

State  Appt.,  James  F.  Maguire 
(appt.  10/16/96) 

Roberta  M.  Perry 

Alice  E.  Souza 


900  Somerset  Ave.  669-5327  2007 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

488  Spring  St.  822-4700  2006 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

826  Prospect  St.  03/18/1999 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

63  Summer  St.  824-7892  2008 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 

1679  Elm  St.  669-5776  2005 


Dighton,  MA  02715 


823-8361 

823-8361 


823-8361 

823-8361 


SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 


William  Costa 


Manuel  S.  Duarte 


Gregory  F.  Olsen 


683  Somerset  Ave.  669-5719 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 
2398  Chestnut  St.  252-3812 

No.  Dighton,  MA  02764 
925  Main  St. 


Dighton,  MA02715 


2006 

2004 

2005 


669-5 1 1 1 
669-5 1 1 1 
669-5 1 1 1 
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SELECTMEN’S  APOINTMENTS  2004 

OFFICE  TITLE  FIRST  LAST  COMMENTS  OFFICE 

NAME  NAME 


ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT- 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN/BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


Annette 

Wertz 

669-6431 

AGENT  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

Joseph 

Lawrence 

669-4524 

AGENTS  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

James 

Brophy 

669-643 1 

Brenda 

Herbeck 

669-6431 

Joseph 

Lawrence 

669-4524 

Joseph 

Pacheco 

669-6431 

Alice 

Souza 

669-6431 

Pamela 

Waller 

669-5411 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

Robert 

Adams 

669-643 1 

James 

Aussant  resigned  07/07/03 

669-6431 

Peter 

Caron 

669-643 1 

Matthew 

Murphy 

669-643 1 

Kenneth 

Pacheco 

669-643 1 

Joseph 

Pacheco 

669-643 1 

Kenneth 

Rebello 

669-6431 

BRIDGE  TENDER 

William 

Ferry 

BRIDGE  TENDER  (ASSISTANT) 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

Joseph  Lawrence  669-4524 

BUILDING  INSPECTOR  (ASSISTANT) 

Clyde  Ashley  669-4524 

BURIAL  AGENT 

Arthur  Morton 


TERM 

EXP. 


6/30/04 

6/30/04 

6/30/06 

6/30/04 

6/30/06 

6/30/05 

6/30/04 
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OFFICE  TITLE  FIRST 

LAST 

COMMENTS 

OFFICE 

NAME 

NAME 

CABLE  TELEVISION  COMMITTEE 

Mark 

Homer 

Edward 

Olney 

Roberta 

Perry 

824-7892 

James 

Ready 

CEMETERY  COMMISSION 

Tom 

Ferry 

Arthur 

Morton 

Elaine 

Varley 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  DIRECTOR 

Armand 

Gagne 

669-6431 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Lisa 

Caledonia 

Associate  Member  669-643 1 

Frances 

Crawford 

669-643 1 

James 

Digits 

669-643 1 

William 

Frenette 

669-643 1 

Charles 

Mello 

669-6431 

Nicholas 

Santore 

669-6431 

CONSTABLES 

Brenda 

Herbeck 

669-5411 

Mickelle 

Razvillas 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

Theresa 

Carpentier 

04/12/2002 

Thomas 

Ferry 

James 

Hoye 

669-4348 

Walter 

Johnson 

Joseph 

Lawrence 

Harold 

Mendoza 

Roberta 

Perry 

Mary 

Rebello 

Nicholas 

Santore 

DIRECTOR  OF  VETERANS  SERVICES 

Robert  G.  Perry 


669-5027 


TERM 

EXP. 


5/31/05 

5/30/06 

5/31/05 

5/31/07 

5/31/07 

5/31/05 

5/31/04 

5/31/05 

5/31/04 
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OFFICE  TITLE  FIRST 

NAME 

LAST  COMMENTS  OFFICE  TERM 

NAME  EXP. 

DISASTER  COMMITTEE 

Jeffrey 

Frank 

Paul 

Richard 

Gene 

James 

Gary 

Allie 

Costa 

DeMoura 

Hegeman 

Nelson 

Ready 

Sanson 

DISTRICT  &  ELEMENTARY  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


DOG  OFFICER 

Joy 

Bannister 

D-R  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  SPECIAL  POLICE  OFFICER 

Stephen  Martin 


FENCE  VIEWERS 

David 
Joseph  Jr. 
Pauline 

Long  669-5043 

Silva  669-5043 

Smith  669-5043 

FINANCE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  FOR  SCHOOL 


FISH  &  GAME  WARDEN 

Anthony 

Thomas 

Robert 

Ferris 

Ferry 

Woods 

GAS  APPLIANCE  INSPECTOR 

Donald  French  669-5027 


GRAVES  OFFICER 

David  L. 

Phillips 

HANDICAPPED  COMMITTEE 

Frank  Costa 


Mary  Jane 

Kingsland 

HARBORMASTER 

Nicholas 

Santore  669-643 1 
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OFFICE  TITLE  FIRST  LAST  COMMENTS  OFFICE 

NAME  NAME 

HARBORMASTER(ASSISTANT) 

Ronald  Marino  669-643 1 


HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


Wayne 

Dumenigo 

Colette 

McKeon 

Jeff 

Philbrook 

Robert 

Phillips 

Elaine 

Varley 

Rebecca 

Webster 

Catherine 

Yelle 

INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

Paul 

Hoffshire 

INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

Thomas 

Ross 

669-6431 

INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES  (ASSISTANT) 

Peter 

Bleau 

669-643 1 

JTPB  SRPEDD 

Frank  G. 

Costa 

669-6431 

JTPB  SRPEDD  (ALTERNATE) 
LOCAL  ARTS  COUNCIL 


Gina 

Alegria 

Scott 

Alegria 

Phyllis 

Haskell 

Betty 

McKenna 

MUNICIPAL  COORDINATOR  RIGHT  TO  KNOW 

Jeffrey  Allie 

MUNICIPAL  COORDINATOR  RIGHT  TO  KNOW  (ASSISTANT) 
PLUMBING  INSPECTOR 

Donald  French  669-5027 

PLUMBING  INSPECTOR(ASSISTANT) 

John  DeCambra 


TERM 

EXP. 
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OFFICE  TITLE  FIRST  LAST  COMMENTS  OFFICE 

NAME  NAME 

SANITATION  AGENT 

James  Brophy 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES 

Joseph  M.  Lawrence 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES  (ASSISTANT) 

David  Cabal 

SOIL  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Frank  Costa 

Richard  Hegeman 

Gene  Nelson 

SRPEDD  REPRESENTATIVE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  INSECT  PEST  CONTROL 

Thomas  Ferry 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

Janice  Boucher  669-6011 

TOWN  COUNCIL 

Gay  &  Gay 

TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 

TOWN  HISTORIAN 

Elaine  Varley 

VETERANS  AGENT 

Barbara  Albert  669-5027 


TERM 

EXP. 


6/30/03 


6/30/04 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION  MARCH  3, 2003 


The  regular  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  Election  of  Officers  for  the  Town  of  Dighton 
was  held  at  the  Dighton  Elementary  School  on  March  3,  2003  on  warrant  dated  February 
5,  2003. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10:00  A.M.  by  Brenda  A.  Herbeck,  Town  Clerk. 


The  balloting  was  under  the  supervision  of  Elaine  Varley,  Warden,  Joan  Ready,  Clerk, 
Barbara  Pierce,  Barbara  Simmons,  Helen  Compos,  Elizabeth  Spratt,  Florinda  Perry,  Mary 

Perry,  Alice  Souza  and  Adele  Rose. 

The  polls  were  closed  at  8:00  P.M.  and  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  was  Two  Hundred 

Seven.  The  ballots  having  been  assorted  and  counted,  the  result  was  declared  as  follows: 

Selectman  for  Three  Years 

Gene  E.  Nelson 

94 

Edward  Swartz  (Write-In) 

60 

Blanks 

45 

Others 

Gene  E.  Nelson  declared  elected 

8 

207 

Town  Moderator  for  One  Year 

William  E.  McKeon,  Jr. 

152 

Blanks 

50 

Others 

William  E.  McKeon,  Jr.  declared  elected 

5 

207 

Assessor  for  Three  Years 

Joseph  Silva,  Jr 

146 

Blanks 

Joseph  Silva,  Jr.  declared  elected 

61 

207 

Tree  Warden  for  Three  Years 

Thomas  C.  Ferry 

161 

Blanks 

Thomas  C.  Ferry  declared  elected 

46 

207 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  District  Committee  for  Three  Years 

Lisa  A.  Gay 

147 

Howard  J.  Horsman 

133 

Blanks 

132 

Others 

2 

414 

Lisa  A.  Gay  declared  elected 

Howard  J.  Horseman  declared  elected 
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Planning  Board  for  Five  Years 
Kenneth  J.  Araujo 
Blanks 

Kenneth  J.  Araujo  declared  elected 

Public  Library  Trustee  for  Three  Years 
Lynn  Dupont 
Blanks 

Lynn  Dupont  declared  elected 

Playground  Commissioner  for  Three  Years 
Robert  Woods 
Blanks 
Others 

Robert  Woods  declared  elected 

Playground  Commissioner  for  One  Year 
Laura  Gerrish 
Maryanne  Watson 
Blanks 
Others 

Maryanne  Watson  declared  elected 

Dighton  Housing  Authority  for  Five  Years 
Roberta  Perry 
Blanks 
Others 

Roberta  Perry  declared  elected 

Sewer  Commissioner  For  Three  Years 
William  Costa 
Blanks 
Others 

William  Costa  declared  elected 

ATTEST 
Town  Clerk 


162 

45  207 


153 

54  207 


137 

67 

3  207 


50 

139 

17 

1  207 


128 

78 

1  207 


149 

57 

1  207 
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THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
JUNE  9, 2003 


The  Annual  Town  Meeting,  which  began  on  June  9,  2003  at  the  Dighton-Rehoboth 
Regional  High  School,  was  called  to  order  at  7:25  PM  by  William  E.  McKeon,  Jr.,  Moderator. 
Salute  to  the  flag  was  given.  Mr.  McKeon  dedicated  this  meeting  to  Joseph  White,  former 
Fire  Chief,  who  had  recently  passed  away.  Checkers  were  Joan  Ready,  Alice  Souza  and  Mary 
Perry.  Total  Attendance  was  442.  At  1 1 :30  PM,  a  vote  was  taken  to  continue  the  meeting  to 
Tuesday,  June  17,  2003  at  7:30PM.  On  June  17,  2003,  the  meeting  was  reconvened  at  7:30 
by  William  E.  McKeon,  Jr.,  Moderator.  Salute  to  the  flag  was  given.  Checkers  were  Joan 
Ready,  Alice  Souza,  Elaine  Perry  and  Mary  Perry.  Total  attendance  was  258. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  Warrant. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  Articles  and 
reference  to  them  be  made  by  number  and  content. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  to  consider  adjournment  at  11:00  P.  M. 

ARTICLE  1  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  to  hear  a  report  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Finance  Committee  and  a  statement  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  the 
School  Committee  regarding  tonight’s  warrant  and  to  accept  the  reports  of  the  Town  Officials 
as  printed  and  published  in  the  Annual  Town  Report  Book. 

Gene  Nelson,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  stated  that  Joe  White  had  served  the 
Town  well  for  over  twenty-five  years.  He  then  thanked  everyone  for  coming  and  requested  a 
moment  of  silence  for  all  who  had  passed  away  during  the  last  year.  Mr.  Nelson  stated  that  the 
budget  represents  no  cuts  in  town  services  and  thanked  the  School  Committee  for  helping  the 
Town  stay  within  the  confines  of  Proposition  2  Vi.  He  stated  that  a  transfer  of  $150,0000  from 
the  Stabilization  Fund  was  necessary  to  balance  the  budget. 

Edward  Swartz,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  stated  that  the  Committee  had 
held  meetings  with  each  department  to  help  develop  the  proposed  budget.  He  stated  that 
any  deviation  above  the  Finance  Committee’s  recommendations  will  result  in  possible  cuts 
in  services  or  a  Proposition  2  Vi  override. 

David  Long,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  stated  that  a  balanced  budget  is 
predicated  on  new  growth  figures.  He  stated  that  values  would  be  going  up  with  the  revalu¬ 
ation  process. 

Dr.  Francis  Connor,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  pointed  out  the  many  special  accom¬ 
plishments  of  the  School  District,  which  included  the  fact  that  100%  of  the  District’s  students 
passed  the  MCAS  tests. 


13 


VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  To  accept  the  reports  as  read. 


ARTICLE  2.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Gene  Nelson  that  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  appoint  all  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Town  Committees 
not  otherwise  provided  for  by  statute. 

ARTICLE  3.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Richard  Hegeman  to  hear 
the  report  of  the  Five-Year  Capital  Outlay  Committee.  No  report. 

ARTICLE  4.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the 
salaries  of  elected  Town  Officials  as  appropriated  within  department  Accounts  be  established 
for  the  Fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  2004. 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Members  (2)  each 

Total 

$39,867.06 

$3,608.16 

$7,216.32 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

Chairman 

Member 

Member 

$8,538.60 

$6,518.40 

$5,214.30 

TREE  WARDEN 

$173.00 

MODERATOR 

$392.00 

TOWN  CLERK 

$16,058.00 

TOWN  COLLECTOR 

$16,058.00 

TOWN  TREASURER 

$16,058.00 

PLANNING  BOARD 

Chairman 

Members  (4)  each 

Total 

$2,084.25 

$1,389.15 

$5,556.60 

PLAYGROUND  COMMISSION 

Members  (3)  each 

Total 

$500.00 

$1,500.00 

SEWER  COMMISSION 

Chairman 

Members  (2)  each 

Total 

$  2,558.85 
$1,698.37 
$3,396.75 
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ARTICLE  5.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
and  or  transfer  monies  by  account  for  the  FY  ending  June  30,  2004. 

01-113  TOWN  MEETING 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $  323.00 
for  the  Town  Meeting  Account. 

01-114  MODERATOR 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $  392.00  for  the  Moderator  Account. 

01-122  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

V  OTED:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $60,042.30 

for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $20,240.00  for  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Select¬ 
men  Account.  Of  this  amount  $100.00  to  be  set  aside  for  the  out  of  state  travel. 

01-131  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Donald  Peck  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $2,567.55 
for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $300.00  for  the  expenses  of  the  Finance  Committee 
Account. 

01-132  RESERVE  FUND 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Donald  Peck  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $15,000.00  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

01-135  ACCOUNTANT 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Donald  Peck  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $5 1 ,6 15.50 
for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $3,695.00  for  the  expenses  of  the  Accountant 
Account. 

01-141  ASSESSORS 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$84,044.34  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $7,750.00  for  the  expenses  of  the  Asses¬ 
sors  Account. 

01-145  TREASURER 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $34,565.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $11,345.00  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Treasurer  Account. 

01-146  COLLECTOR 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$34,565.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $13,139.00  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Collector  Account. 
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01-151  LAW  (TOWN  COUNSEL) 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Rena  Griffis  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $20,000.00  for  the  Law  (Town  Counsel)  Account. 

01-155  DATA  PROCESSING 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Rena  Griffis  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $12,180.00  for  the  Data  Processing  Account. 

01-158  TAX  TITLE  FORECLOSURE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Rena  Griffis  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $10,000.00  for  the  Tax  Title  Foreclosure  Account. 

01-161  TOWN  CLERK 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $40,349.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $2,262.00  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Town  Clerk  Account. 

01-162  ELECTIONS 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $1,750.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $1,810.00  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Election  Account. 

01-163  REGISTRATION 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $525.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $2,375.00  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Registration  Account. 

01-171  CONSERVATION.COMMISSION 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $  925.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Conservation  Commission 
Account. 

01-175  PLANNING  BOARD 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $22,684.52  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $6,372.45  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Planning  Board  Account. 

01-176  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $1,360.00  for  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Appeals  Account. 

01-192  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Donald  Peck  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $37,280.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Public  Buildings  Account. 
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01-193  BUILDING  INSURANCE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Donald  Peck  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $17,500.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Building  Insurance  Account. 

01-195  TOWN  REPORTS 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Donald  Peck  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $4,500.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Town  Report  Account. 

01-210  POLICE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $587,240.59  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $70,120.00  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Police  Department  Account. 

01-215  COMMUNICATION  CENTER 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $127,570.97  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $  700.00  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Communication  Center  Account. 

01-220  FIRE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $391,743.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $79,675.00  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Fire  Department  Account. 

231-231  AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  transfer  from  the  ambulance 
Fund  $17,342.00for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $22,843.00  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Fire  Department  Ambulance  Services. 

01-241  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  $38,414.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $1,650.00  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Building  Inspector  Account. 

01-242  GAS  INSPECTOR 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$1,400.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Gas  Inspector  Account. 

01-243  PLUMBING  INSPECTOR 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $6,000.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Plumbing  Inspector  Account. 

01-244  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$861.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Account. 
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01-245  ELECTRICAL  INSPECTOR 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$6,000.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Electrical  Inspector  Account. 

01-291  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $770.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $720.00  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Civil  Defense  Account. 

01-292  DOG  OFFICER 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$19,350.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Dog  Officer  Account. 

01-294  FORESTRY 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Rena  Griffis  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $339.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  of  the  Forestry  Account. 

01-295  HARBORMASTER 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Rena  Griffis  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $200.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Harbormaster  Account. 

01-300-5690  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  $6,033,594.00  for  the  operating  and  capital  assessments  from  the  Dighton- 
Rehoboth  Regional  School  District. 

01-300-5691  BRISTOL  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  DISTRICT 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $15,224. 10  for  the  Bristol  County  Agricultural  High  School  operating 
assessment. 

01-422  HIGHWAY 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $309,992.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $121,660.00  for  the 
Expenses  of  the  Highway  Account. 

01-423  SNOW  REMOVAL 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $13,000.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $22,000.00  for  the  Expenses 
of  the  Snow  Removal  Account. 

01-429  DIGHTON  BERKLEY  BRIDGE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $  1 ,01 7.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $  50.00  for  the  Expenses 
of  the  Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  Account. 
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01-433  WASTE  COLLECTION  DISPOSAL 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $6,635.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $408,305.00  for  the 
Expenses  of  the  Waste  Collection  and  Disposal  Account. 

01-440  SEWER  COMMISSION 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  $0.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  of  the  Sewer  Commission 
Account. 

01-491  CEMETERIES 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Donald  Peck  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $6,000.00 
for  the  Expenses  of  the  Cemeteries  Account. 

01-510  HEALTH  (REGULATIONS) 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Donald  Peck  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $32,550.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $  1 3,200.00  for  the  Expenses 
of  the  Health  (Regulation)  Account. 

01-519  HEALTH  (ADMINISTRATION) 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Donald  Peck  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $5,250.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Health  (Administration)  Account. 

01-529  MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate 
$400.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Mosquito  Control  work  in  accordance  with  C. 
112,  Acts  of  1931,M.G.L. 

01-541  COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  $51,259.09  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $5,950.00  for  the 
Expenses  of  the  Council  on  Aging  Account. 

01-543  VETERANS  SERVICES 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  William  Copeland  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $17,591.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $44,500.00  for  the 
Expenses  of  the  Veterans  Services  Account. 

01-610  LIBRARY 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $78,756.20  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $35,334.51  for  the 
Expenses  of  the  Library  Account. 
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01-630  RECREATION 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $1,500.00  for  the  Personnel  Services  and  $14,695.00  for  the  Expenses 
of  the  Recreation  Account. 

01-690  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $100.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Historical  Commission  Account. 

01-692  MEMORIAL  DAY 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $0.00 
for  the  Expenses  of  the  Memorial  Day  Account. 

01-698  CABLE  COMMISSION 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $300.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Cable  Commission  Account. 

01-710  RETIREMENT  OF  DEBT 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  transfer 
from  (Account  24-330-122-3300-301-40)  Sale  of  Real  Estate,  $41,900.00  and 
transfer  from  (Account  24-330-510-3300-309-40)  Septic  Loan  Program  Funds 
$7,1 14.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Retirement  of  Debt  Account. 

01-751  INTEREST  ON  LONG  TERM  DEBT 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  transfer 
from  (Account  24-330-122-3300-301-40)  Sale  of  Real  Estate,  $1 1,838.00  and  raise 
and  appropriate  $17,955.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Interest  on  Long  Term  Debt 
Account. 

01-752  INTEREST  ON  SHORT  TERM  DEBT 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  Town  transfer 
from  (Account  24-330-122-3300-301-40)  Sale  of  Real  Estate,  $14,262.00  for  the 
Expenses  of  the  Interest  on  Short  Term  Debt  Account. 

01-911  RETIREMENT  AND  PENSION  CONTRIBUTIONS 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $203,745.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Retirement  and  Pension  Contribu¬ 
tions  Account. 

01-912  WORKMAN’S  COMPENSATION  INSURANCE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $20,000.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Workman’s  Compensation 
Insurance  Account. 
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01-914  GROUP  HEALTH  INSURANCE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise 
and  appropriate  $230,000.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Group  Health  Insurance 
Account. 

01-915  LIFE  INSURANCE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $800.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Life  Insurance  Account. 

01-916  EMPLOYER  CONTRIBUTIONS 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $23,500.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Employer  Contributions  for  FICA 
and  Medicare. 

01-920  TUITION 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $2,000.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Tuition  Account. 

01-945  LIABILITY  INSURANCE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate  $1 17,800.00  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Liability  Insurance  Account. 

Fincom  Recommended  Approval 

ARTICLE  6  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  $00.00  to  pay  prior  year’s  bills 

Fincom  Recommended  $00.00 


ARTICLE  7.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  that  the  following  sums  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners: 

SALARIES:  $  70,700.56 

EXPENSES :  $  1 86,900.00 

CAPITAL  OUTLAY  $90,000.00. 

The  $347,600.56  to  be  raised  as  follows: 


from 


$185,000.00  to  be  raised  through  sewer  receipts  and  $162,600.56  to  be  transferred 
Sewer  Enterprise  Retained  Earnings. 

Fincom  Recommended  Approval 


ARTICLE  8.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Jeff  Allie  that  the  town  transfer  from  the  ambulance 
fund  the  sum  of  $41,023.49  as  second  year  payment  on  the  Rescue/Pumper  of  a  (5)  five-year 
lease  program. 
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ARTICLE  9.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Jeff  Allie  that  the  town  will 
vote  to  transfer  from  the  Ambulance  Fund  the  sum  of  $10,000.00  to  purchase  Fire/Rescue 
equipment  and  accessories. 

ARTICLE  10.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Jeff  Allie  that  the  Town 
will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Ambulance  Fund  the  sum  of  $20,000.00  to  purchase  a  new 
Defibrillator  Monitor. 

ARTICLE  11.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Brenda  Herbeck  that  the  Town  will  vote  to 
accept  the  following  changes  to  the  Town  Clerk  fees  authorized  by  M.G.L.  Ch  262,  S.34, 
Clauses  1-79: 

Clause  Description  1990  2003  Proposed  Fee 

(11)  For  entering  amendment  of  a  record  of  the  birth  of  a  child  bom  out  of  wedlock, 

subsequently  legitimized,  $10.00  $20.00 

(12)  For  correcting  errors  in  a  record  of  birth,  $10.00  $20.00 

(13)  For  furnishing  certificate  of  birth,  $5.00  $10.00 

(13 A)  For  furnishing  abstract  copy  of  a  record  of  birth,  $  2.00  $5.00 

(14)  For  entering  delayed  record  of  birth,  $10.00  $20.00 

(20)  For  filing  certificate  of  a  person  conducting  business  under  any  title  other  than  his 

real  name,  $20.00  $40.00 

(21)  For  the  filing  by  a  person  conducting  business  under  any  title  other  than  his  real 
name  of  a  statement  of  change  of  his  residence,  or  of  his  discontinuance,  retirement 
or  withdrawal  from,  or  of  a  change  of  location  of,  such  business, 

$10.00  $20.00 

(22)  For  furnishing  certified  copy  of  certificate  of  person  conducting  business  under  any 

title  other  than  his  real  name,  or  a  statement  by  such  person  of  his  discontinuance, 
retirement  or  withdrawal  from  such  business,  $5.00  $5.00 

(24)  For  recording  the  name  and  address,  the  date  and  number  of  the  certificate  issued 
to  a  person  registered  for  the  practice  of  podiatry  in  the  Commonwealth, 

$20.00  $20.00 

(29)  For  correcting  errors  in  a  record  of  death  $10.00  $20.00 

(30)  For  furnishing  a  certificate  of  death,  $10.00  $5.00 

(42)  For  entering  notice  of  intention  of  marriage  and  issuing  certificates  thereof, 

$15.00  $25.00 

(43)  For  entering  certificate  of  marriage  filed  by  persons  married  out  of  the 

Commonwealth  $5.00  $10.00 

(44)  For  issuing  certificate  of  marriage,  $  5.00  $10.00 

(45)  For  correcting  errors  in  a  record  of  marriage,  $10.00  $20.00 

(54)  For  recording  power  of  attorney.  $10.00  $20.00 

(57)  For  recording  certificate  of  registration  granted  to  a  person  to  engage  in  the  practice 

of  optometry,  or  issuing  a  certified  copy  thereof,  $20.00  $20.00 

(58)  For  recording  the  name  of  the  owner  of  a  certificate  of  registration  as  a  physician 

or  osteopath  in  the  Commonwealth,  $20.00  $20.00 
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1990  2003  Proposed  Fee 


Clause  Description 

(62)  For  recording  order  granting  locations  of  poles,  piers,  abutments  or  conduits, 
alterations  or  transfers  thereof,  and  increase  of  number  of  wires  and  cable  or 


attachments  under  the  provisions  of  S.22  of  Ch.166, 

flat  rate  $40.00  $40.00 

add ’1  street  $10.00  $10.00 

(66)  For  examining  records  or  papers  relating  to  birth,  marriage  or  deaths  upon  the 
application  of  any  person,  the  actual  expense  thereof,  but  not  less  than 

$5.00  $10.00 

(67)  For  copying  any  manuscript  or  record  pertaining  to  a  birth,  marriage  or  death,  per 

page  $5.00  $5.00 

(69)  For  receiving  and  filing  a  complete  inventory  of  all  items  to  be  included  in  a“closing 

out  sale”,  etc.,  1st  page  $10.00  $10.00 

add’l  pages  $  2.00  $  2.00 

(75)  For  filing  a  copy  of  written  instrument  or  declaration  of  trust  by  the  trustees  of  an 
association  or  trust,  or  any  amendment  thereof,  as  provided  by  S.  2,  Ch.  182. 

$20.00  $20.00 

(78)  For  recording  deed  of  lot  or  plot  in  a  public  burial  place  or  cemetery, 

$10.00  $10.00 

(79)  For  recording  any  other  documents,  1st  page  $10.00  $10.00 

add’l  pages  $  2.00  $  2.00 

Voter’s  Certificate  $  2.00  $  5.00 


ARTICLE  12.  DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  Alan  Medeiros  that  the  Town  will  vote  to 
amend  the  current  Town  of  Dighton  Zoning  By-Laws  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40A,  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  by  allowing  the  use  and/or  construction  of  single  family 
dwellings  in  an  “Open  Space/Recreation”  District  by  special  permit. 

Planning  Board  did  not  support  the  Article. 

YES  21  NO  376 

ARTICLE  13.  DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  Gene  Nelson  that  the  Town  will  vote  to 
amend  the  Town  of  Dighton’s  Zoning  By-Laws  as  follows: 

By  adding  a  new  section  to  §2300.  Accessory  Uses:  by  adding  a  new  section. 

2326.  Heavy  Trucks  and  Equipment.  The  parking  of  heavy  type  equipment  or  trucks 
of  greater  than  one-ton  capacity  in  a  residential  area,  except  when  vehicles  are 
used  in  connection  with  the  use  of  land  for  the  primary  purpose  of  agriculture, 
horticulture,  floriculture  or  viticulture  on  a  parcel  of  more  than  five  acres  in  area, 
may  be  authorized  by  special  permit  from  the  board  of  appeals. 


23 


The  Planning  Board  did  not  support  the  Article. 

YES  1  NO  377 

ARTICLE  14.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  David  Araujo  that  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend 
the  Town  of  Dighton’s  Zoning  By-Laws  as  printed  in  the  warrant: 

Amend  Section  VI  -  DEFINITIONS  Lot  area 

From:  Lot  area:  The  horizontal  area  of  the  lot  exclusive  of  any  area  in  a  street  or 
recorded  way  open  to  public  use.  At  least  eighty  (80%)  percent  of  the  lot  area  required  for 
zoning  compliance  shall  be  contiguous  land  other  than  that  under  any  water  body,  bog, 
swamp,  wet  meadow,  marsh,  or  other  wetland,  as  defined  in  §40,  Chapter  131,  G.L,  as 
amended. 

To:  Lot  Area:  The  horizontal  area  of  the  lot  exclusive  of  any  area  in  a  street  or  recorded 
way  open  to  public  use.  At  least  a  piece  of  land  of  30,000  square  feet  for  the  lot  area  required 
for  zoning  compliance  shall  be  contiguous  land  other  than  that  under  any  water  body, 
bog,  swamp,  wet  meadow,  marsh,  or  other  wetland,  as  defined  in  §40,  Chapter  131,  G.L., 
as  amended.  No  pork  chop,  rat  tail,  or  excessively  funnel-shaped  or  otherwise  unusually 
gerrymander  lots  shall  be  allowed  if  their  shape  is  caused  solely  by  the  attempt  to  meet  lot 
size  or  frontage  requirements  of  these  by-laws  while  evading  the  by-law’s  intent  to  regulate 
building  site  density:  such  a  lot  being,  for  example,  a  pork  chop  or  rat  tail  lot  which  does 
not  contain  a  squared  building  area  which  is  at  least  100  by  100  . 

The  Planning  Board  supported  the  Article. 

YES  235  NO  94 

ARTICLE  15.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  David  Araujo  that  the 
Town  will  vote  to  rezone  the  below  parcel  of  land  in  accordance  with  chapter  40A,  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  to  amend  the  current  Town  of  Dighton  Zoning  Map  and  the 
Town  of  Dighton  Zoning  By-Law  by  changing  the  zoning  of  the  following  described  parcel  of 
land  northerly  sideline  of  Chestnut  Street  from  Open  Space  Recreation  and  Conservation 
to  Residential/Agriculture  containing  approximately  2.59  acres  of  land  known  as  Septic 
System  Design  Plan  in  Dighton,  MA  dated  November  20,  2002  and  drawn  by  Pro-Line 
Engineering  and  is  further  described  as  printed  in  the  warrant: 

Assessor’s  Map  1,  Lot  106-1 

Beginning  at  a  comer  in  the  northerly  sideline  of  Chestnut  Street  at  the  southeast 
comer  of  land  of  the  Town  of  Dighton; 
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Thence  running  N  23e49’20”  E  576.26’  by  the  land  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  to  a  comer 
and  the  land  of  B  .J.  Realty  Trust; 

Thence  turning  and  running  S  66Q14’27”  E  148.50’  by  the  land  of  B.J.  Realty  Trust 
to  a  comer,  said  comer  also  being  the  northwest  comer  of  Lot  2  shown  upon  the  above 
referenced  plan; 

Thence  turning  and  running  S  13-31  ’40”  W  552. 1 8  ’  by  Lot  2  to  a  comer  in  the  northerly 
sideline  of  the  1966  Town  Layout  of  Chestnut  Street; 

Thence  turning  and  running  by  the  northerly  sideline  of  Chestnut  Street  N79Q08’33” 
W  37.05’  to  the  beginning  of  a  curve  to  the  right; 

Thence  continuing  by  the  northerly  sideline  of  Chestnut  Street  along  the  arc  of  said 
curve,  having  a  radius  of  975.00’,  212.95’  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

The  Planning  Board  supported  the  Article. 

ARTICLE  16.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  David  Araujo  that  the  Town  will  vote  to 
rezone  the  below  parcel  of  land  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40A,  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  to  amend  the  current  Town  of  Dighton  Zoning  Map  and  the  Town  of  Dighton 
Zoning  By-Law  by  changing  the  zoning  of  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  southerly 
of  Center  Street  from  Industrial  to  Residential/Agricultural  containing  3±  known  as  “a 
certain  parcel  of  land  in  Dighton,  Massachusetts,  being  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  “Proposed 
Zoning  Change  Plan”  in  Dighton,  MA  dated  January  22,  2003  drawn  by  John  W.  Delano  & 
Assoc.,  Inc.  by  Bento  and  Susana  Medeiros  and  is  further  bounded  and  described  as  printed 
in  the  warrant. 

Assessor’s  Map  12,  Plat  15. 

Beginning  at  a  point  about  770’  south  of  the  southerly  line  of  Center  Street  at  the 
southwesterly  comer  of  Plat  15  on  Assessor’s  Map  12,  said  comer  also  being  the  southeast¬ 
erly  comer  of  Plat  16-02  on  said  Map  12;  thence 

Northerly  a  distance  of  270’±  by  said  Plat  16-02  to  a  point  500' 

more  or  less  from  the  southerly  line  of  Center  Street;  thence 

Easterly  a  distance  of  525  ’±  by  the  remaining  portion  of  Plat  1 5  to  appoint  in  the  divid¬ 
ing  line  of  Plat  14  and  Plat  15,  the  first  and  second  courses  being  along  the  current  zoning 
line  dividing  the  Residential/Agriculture  and  Industrial  Zones;  thence 

Southerly  a  distance  of  255 ’±  by  Plat  14  on  Assessor  Map  12  to  the  southeasterly 
comer  of  the  herein  described  parcel;  thence 
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Westerly  a  distance  of  525 ’±  by  Plat  14  and  Plat  20  on  said  Map  12  to  the  point  of 
beginning. 

Planning  Board  supported  the  Article. 

YES  336  NO  13 

ARTICLE  17.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  David  Araujo  that  the 
Town  will  vote  to  re-establish  a  revolving  fund  collected  by  the  Dighton  Planning  Board 
into  which  shall  be  paid  all  money  collected  through  the  sale  of  subdivision  rules  and 
regulation’s,  zoning  by-law  booklets  and  zoning  maps.  In  addition,  all  fees  submitted  to 
the  Planning  Board  accompanied  with  Form  A’s,  Preliminary  Plans,  and  Definitive  Plans 
established  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  41, Town  of  Dighton  Sub-Division 
Rules  &  Regulations;  Said  monies  to  be  expended  from  said  revolving  fund  by  the  Dighton 
Planning  Board  for  the  advertising  and  certified  mailings  of  Public  Hearing  notices,  with 
proposed  subdivisions  engineers’  fees,  attorney’s  fees,  amendment  changes,  zoning  changes, 
long  and  short  term  planning  purposes  and  related  research,  with  a  cap  of  $30,000.00(thirty 
thousand  dollars),  or  act  thereon. 

ARTICLE  18.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  David  Araujo  that  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise 
and  appropriate  $2,600.00  for  the  rental  of  a  copy  machine  for  the  Planning  Department. 

Fincom  Recommended  Approval 

ARTICLE  19.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  David  Araujo  that  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend 
the  Town  of  Dighton ’s  Zoning  By-Laws  as  printed  in  the  warrant. 

Amend  §2720 

From:  Setbacks  and  yards.  A  detached  accessory  building  or  structure  shall  not  be 
located  closer  than  three  (3  )  feet  from  the  side  or  rear  lot  line;  provided,  however  ,  that 
where  a  dwelling  exists  on  a  lot  which  has  less  than  minimum  dimensional  requirements, 
the  board  of  appeals  may  by  special  permit  authorize  such  reductions  of  such  requirements 
as  may  be  reasonable  with  respect  to  the  size  and  shape  of  the  lot  and  not  hazardous  or 
detrimental  to  the  neighborhood  and  the  adjacent  properties. 

To:  Setbacks  and  yards.  A  detached  accessory  building  or  structure  not  larger  than 
10  x  10  shall  not  be  located  closer  than  three  (3  )  feet  from  the  side  or  rear  lot  line  for 
residential  dwellings,  however,  no  accessory  building  or  structure  shall  be  located  closer 
than  15  to  any  dwelling  on  an  adjacent  lot.  Where  a  dwelling  exists  on  a  lot  that  has  less 
than  the  minimum  dimensional  requirements,  the  board  of  appeals  may  by  special  permit 
authorize  these  reductions  of  such  requirements  as  may  be  reasonable  with  respect  to  the 
size  and  shape  of  the  lot  and  not  hazardous  or  detrimental  to  the  neighborhood  and  the 
adjacent  properties. 
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Planning  Board  supported  the  Article. 

YES  333  NO  2 

ARTICLE  20  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Gene  Nelson  that  the  Town 
will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Works  $212,995.97  for  the  purpose  of  expending  funds  for  capital  improvements  on  local 
roads  under  the  “Transportation  Bond  Issue”,  or  act  thereon. 

Fincom  Recommended  $212,995.97 

ARTICLE  21.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Thomas  McGarr  that  the 
Town  will  vote  to  continue  a  revolving  fund  into  which  shall  be  paid  all  fees  collected  by 
the  Dighton  Public  Library  for  copying  and  printing  services;  said  monies  to  be  expended 
from  said  revolving  account  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  supplies  or  take  any 
action  thereon.  Spending  shall  be  capped  at  $5,000.00. 

Fincom  Recommended  Approval 

ARTICLE  22.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Thomas  McGarr  that  the 
Town  will  vote  to  continue  a  revolving  fund  into  which  shall  be  paid  all  fees  collected  by  the 
Dighton  Public  Library  for  lost,  destroyed  or  overdue  materials;  said  monies  to  be  expended 
from  said  revolving  account  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  to  replace  materials  or 
take  any  action  thereon.  Spending  shall  be  capped  at  $5,000.00 

ARTICLE  23.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  that  the 
Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  accept  and  enter  into  contract  for 
the  expenditure  of  any  funds  allotted  or  to  be  allotted  by  the  Commonwealth  and/or  Feder¬ 
ally-aided  programs  for  the  construction,  reconstruction  and  improvements  of  Town  roads, 
or  act  thereon. 

ARTICLE  24.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Richard  Hegeman  that  the 
Town  will  vote  to  make  changes  in  grade,  take  land  by  purchase  or  eminent  domain  and  to 
settle  damages  from  land  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  Fiscal  year  2004  Highway  program 
under  Chapter  90,  and  the  Town  road  improvement  program,  or  act  thereon. 

ARTICLE  25.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Gene  Nelson  that  the 
Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  Treasury  $8,000.00  to 
perform  an  audit  for  FY  04,  or  act  thereon. 

Fincom  Recommended  $8,000.00 

ARTICLE  26.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Gene  Nelson  that  the  Town  will 
vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
dispose  of  used  materials  returned  to  them,  by  sale  at  Public  Auction,  or  act  thereon. 
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ARTICLE  27.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Richard  Hegeman  that  the  Town  will  vote  to 
transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Fund  $150,000.00  and  to  instruct  the  Assessors  to  use  that 
sum  of  money  for  the  reduction  of  taxes. 

ARTICLE  28.  DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  David  Araujo  that  the  Town  will  vote  to 
amend  the  Town  of  Dighton’s  Zoning  By-Laws  as  printed  in  the  warrant. 

AMEND  -  APPENDEX  B  -  Entitled  Table  of  Dimensional  Requirements 

FROM: 

Min.  Lot  Area  sq.  ft.  -  35,000 

Min.  Lot  Frontage  (ft.)  175 


Other  Permitted  uses  in  Residence  District  - 

35,000 

Min.  Lot  Frontage  (ft.) 

175 

Other  Permitted  uses  in  Open  Recreation  District  - 

35,000 

Min.  Lot  Frontage  (ft.) 

175 

TO: 

Min.  Lot  Area  sq.  ft.  - 

60,000 

Min.  Lot  Frontage  (ft.) 

200 

Other  Permitted  uses  in  Residence  District  - 

60,000 

Min.  Lot  Frontage  (ft.) 

200 

Other  Permitted  uses  in  Open  Recreation  District  - 
Min.  Lot  Frontage  (ft.) 

60,000 

FROM: 

Other  permitted  uses  in  Business  District  - 

18,750 

Min.  Lot  Frontage  (ft.) 

150 

Max.  Height  of  Projections  (ft.) 

65 

TO: 

Other  permitted  uses  in  Business  District  - 

35,000 

Min.  Lot  Frontage  (ft.) 

200 

Max.  Height  of  Projections  (ft.) 

35 

DELETE  LINES: 

Lots  without  water  or  sewer  shall  have  a  min.  area  of  43,560-sq.  ft.  and  250’  of  front¬ 
age  and  same  as  above. 
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The  Planning  Board  supported  the  Article. 


YES  65  NO  228 

ARTICLE  29.  No  motion.  (That  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $600,000  for  the 
development  of  a  comprehensive  wastewater  management  plan  and  environmental  impact 
report  in  accordance  with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection 
Guidelines  and  Regulations  for  the  Town). 

ARTICLE  30. VOTED:  On  motion  of  Chris  Ready  that  the  Town  will  vote  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  provide  Advanced  Life  Support  care  and  treatment  on  the  Dighton  Fire  Department 
Ambulance,  or  act  thereon. 

DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  Donald  Burt  to  table. 

YES  20  NO  238 

At  1 1 :30  p.m.  there  was  a  motion  by  Gene  Nelson  to  continue  the  meeting  to  Tuesday, 
June  17,  2003  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  meeting  was  reconvened  to  Tuesday,  June  17,  2003  at  7:30PM 

ARTICLE  31.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Chris  Ready  that  the 
Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Dighton  Fire  Department  Ambulance  Account  a  sum  of 
$42,000.00  into  the  Dighton  Fire  Department  Account  to  hire  (1)  one  Full-time  firefighter/ 
EMT  on  a  one  year  trial  basis  to  comply  with  Massachusetts  General  Law  chapter  1 1 1 C  CMR 
170.00  Department  of  Health  Regulations  to  provide  advanced  life  support  or  act  thereon. 

ARTICLE  32.  No  motion.  (Transfer  from  the  Dighton  Fire  Department  Ambulance 
Account,  a  sum  of  $15,000.00  into  the  call  fire  fighters  wages  account). 

ARTICLE  33.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Brenda  Herbeck  that  the 
Town  will  vote  to  have  the  Selectmen  appoint  a  Personnel  By-law  and  Wage  Classification 
study  committee,  composed  of  the  department  head  from  each  department,  to  compose  a 
Personnel  By-law,  including  a  Wage  Classification  and  Pay  Scale,  for  every  employee  not 
covered  by  a  written  contract;  and  have  this  committee  prepare  this  Personnel  By-law  for 
inclusion  on  the  warrant  for  the  next  special  town  meeting,  or,  if  that  is  not  possible,  no  later 
than  on  the  warrant  for  the  next  annual  town  meeting;  and  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  use  the 
$5,000  that  was  voted  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  May  2000  to  hire  the  Massachusetts 
Municipal  Association,  as  was  previously  agreed  upon  in  December  2001,  to  continue  the 
wage  classification  portion  of  the  Personnel  By-law. 
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ARTICLE  34.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  that  the  Town 
will  vote  to  allow  the  Board  of  Selectmen  pursuant  to  the  provision  of  MGL  Ch.  30B,  the 
Uniform  Procurement  Act,  to  sell  one  parcel  currently  owned  by  the  Town.  The  property  is 
located  on  Winthrop  Street,  Map  1,  Lot  34  containing  5.31  acres  more  or  less. 

ARTICLE  35.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Gene  Nelson  that  the  Town 
will  vote  to  establish  a  revolving  fund  into  which  shall  be  paid  all  fees,  gifts,  and  donations 
received  by  the  Dighton  Council  on  Aging  for  services  rendered  by  “PRIME  TIME”  (adult 
Day  Supportive  Care).  Said  fees  to  be  expended  from  said  revolving  account  by  the  Council 
on  Aging  Board  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  program  or  take  any  action  thereon.  Spending 
shall  be  capped  at  $76,021.29 

ARTICLE  36.  DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  David  Araujo  that  the  Town  will  vote 
to  amend  the  Zoning  Bylaws  by  providing  for  regulations  governing  adult  uses  as  printed 
in  the  warrant. 

By  adding  the  following  definitions  to  Section  VI.  Definitions: 

Adult  Bookstore.  An  establishment  having  as  a  substantial  or  significant  portion  of  its 
stock  in  trade,  books,  magazines,  and  other  matter  which  are  distinguished  or  characterized 
by  their  emphasis  depicting,  describing,  or  relating  to  sexual  conduct  or  sexual  excitement 
as  defined  in  MGL  Ch.  272,  Sec  31. 

Adult  Cabaret.  A  nightclub,  bar,  restaurant,  tavern,  dance  hall,  or  similar  commercial 
establishment  which  regularly  features  persons  or  entertainers  who  appear  in  a  state  of  nudity, 
or  live  performances  which  are  distinguished  or  characterized  by  nudity,  sexual  conduct  or 
sexual  excitement  as  defined  in  MGL  Ch.  272,  Sec.  31. 

Adult  Motion  Picture  Theater.  An  enclosed  building  or  any  portion  thereof  used  for 
presenting  material  (motion  picture  films,  video  cassettes,  cable  television,  slides  or  any 
other  such  visual  media)  distinguished  by  an  emphasis  on  matter  depicting,  describing,  or 
relating  to  sexual  conduct  or  sexual  excitement  as  defined  in  MGL  Ch.  272,  Sec.  31. 

Adult  Paraphernalia  Store.  An  establishment  having  as  a  substantial  or  significant 
portion  of  its  stock  devices,  object,  tools,  or  toys  which  are  distinguished  or  characterized 
by  their  association  with  sexual  activity,  including  sexual  conduct  or  sexual  excitement  as 
defined  in  MGL  Ch.  272,  Sec.  31. 

Adult  Video  Store.  An  establishment  having  a  substantial  or  significant  portion  of  its 
stock  in  trade  -  for  sale  or  rent  -  motion  picture  films,  video  cassettes,  and  similar  audio/visual 
media,  which  are  distinguished  or  characterized  by  their  emphasis  depicting,  describing,  or 
relating  to  sexual  conduct  or  sexual  excitement  as  defined  in  MGL  Ch.  272,  Sec.  31. 
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Adult  Use.  Any  Adult  Bookstores,  Adult  Cabarets,  Adult  Motion  Picture  Theaters, 
Adult  Paraphernalia  Stores,  or  Adult  Video  Stores  as  defined  in  this  bylaw. 

By  adding  the  following  section: 

Section  4600.  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District. 

4610.  Adult  Uses.  The  following  regulations  shall  apply  to  adult  uses  as  defined  in 

Section  VI  of  this  bylaw. 

4620.  Authority.  This  By-Law  is  enacted  pursuant  to  MGL  Chapter  40A,  §9A  and 

pursuant  to  the  Massachusetts  Constitution  to  serve  the  compelling  Town  Inter¬ 
ests  of  limiting  the  location  of  and  preventing  the  clustering  and  concentration 
of  certain  adult  uses,  as  defined  and  designated  herein. 

4630.  Purpose.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District  to  address 

and  mitigate  the  secondary  effects  of  the  adult  entertainment  establishments  and 
sexually  oriented  businesses  that  are  referenced  and  defined  herein.  Secondary 
effects  have  been  shown  to  include  increased  crime,  adverse  impacts  on  public 
health,  adverse  impacts  on  the  business  climate  of  the  Town,  adverse  impacts 
on  the  property  values  of  residential  and  commercial  properties,  and  adverse 
impacts  on  the  quality  of  life  in  the  Town.  All  of  said  secondary  impacts  are 
adverse  to  the  health,  safety  and  general  welfare  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  and 
its  inhabitants. 

The  provisions  of  this  By-Law  have  neither  the  purpose  nor  intent  of  imposing  a  limi¬ 
tation  on  the  content  of  any  communicative  matter  or  materials,  including  sexually  oriented 
matter  or  materials.  Similarly,  it  is  not  the  purpose  or  intent  of  this  By-Law  to  restrict  or  deny 
access  by  adults  to  adult  use  establishments  or  to  sexually  oriented  matter  or  materials  that 
are  protected  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  nor  to  restrict  or  deny  rights  that  distributors  or  exhibitors  of  such  matter 
or  materials  may  have  to  sell,  rent,  distribute  or  exhibit  such  matter  or  materials.  Neither  is 
it  the  purpose  or  intent  of  this  By-Law  to  legalize  the  sale,  rental,  distribution  or  exhibition 
of  obscene  or  other  illegal  matter  or  materials. 

4640.  Location.  The  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District  shall  be  located  on  a  parcel 

in  the  industrial  district  as  described  below: 

Said  parcel  of  land  situated  southerly  of  Center  Street,  easterly  of  Williams  Street, 
westerly  of  Pine  Street,  and  northerly  of  Brook  Street  Extension.  Said  parcel  being  more 
particularly  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  1980°±  easterly  of  the  easterly  side  line  of  Williams  Street  in 
the  northerly  line  of  Brook  Street  Extension  at  the  front  lot  comer  between  Plots  34  &  36 
on  the  Town  of  Dighton  Assessors’  Map  12;  thence 

Northerly  a  distance  of  15 10°±  along  the  division  line  of  said  Lots. 34  &  36  to  the  rear 
property  comer  of  said  Lots  34  &  36;  thence 
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Northerly  a  distance  of  1360°±  to  a  point  at  the  northwesterly  comer  of  Plot  29  on 
said  Map  12;  thence 

Westerly  a  distance  of  1260°+  by  the  southerly  line  of  Plot  26  on  said  Map  12  to  a 
point  500°  from  the  easterly  sideline  of  Williams  Street; 

Northerly  a  distance  of  780°±,  500°  easterly  of  and  parallel  to  the  easterly  sideline  of 
Williams  Street  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  of  Plot  of  75  on  said  Map  12;  thence 

Easterly  a  distance  of  1330°±  by  the  southerly  lines  of  Plot  75,  Plot  16-01,  Plot  16-02, 
and  Plot  15  on  said  Map  12  to  a  point  at  the  southeasterly  comer  of  said  Plot  15;  thence 

Northerly  a  distance  of  255°±  by  the  easterly  line  of  Plot  15  to  a  point  500°±  more  or 
less  from  the  southerly  line  of  Center  Street;  thence 

Easterly  a  distance  of  1 185°±,  500°  southerly  of  and  parallel  to  the  southerly  side  line 
of  Center  Street  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  side  line  of  the  gas  line  easement;  thence 

Southeasterly  a  distance  of  370°±  by  the  southerly  line  of  said  easement,  to  a  point; 
thence 

Southerly  a  distance  of  1875°±  to  a  point  at  the  northwesterly  comer  of  Plot  1 A  on 
said  Map  12;  thence 

Southerly  a  distance  of  1900±  by  the  westerly  line  of  said  Plot  1 A  to  a  point  in  the 
northerly  line  of  Brook  Street  Extension;  thence 

Westerly  a  distance  of  1405°±  by  the  northerly  line  of  Brook  Street  Extension  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Said  parcel  contains  160±  acres  and  is  more  particularly  shown  on  a  plan  entitled 
“Proposed  Zoning  Change  Plan  in  Dighton,  MA  dated  March  28,  2003,  prepared  for  the 
Dighton  Planning  Board  by  John  W.  DeLano  and  Associates,  Inc.” 

4641.  Applicability.  The  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District  shall  be  construed 
as  an  overlay  district  with  regard  to  said  location.  All  requirements  of  the 
underlying  zoning  district(s)  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect,  except  as 
may  be  specifically  superseded  herein. 

4642.  Submittal  Requirements.  As  part  of  any  application  for  a  special  permit  by  the 
planning  board,  applicants  shall  submit,  at  a  minimum,  the  information  required 
for  site  plan  approval,  as  set  forth  herein  at  §5400. 
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4643. 

4644. 

4650. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

4651. 

4652. 

4653. 

a. 


No  adult  use  shall  be  established  prior  to  submission  and  approval  of  a  site  plan 
and  special  permit  by  the  Dighton  Planning  Board.  The  site  plan  shall  depict  all 
existing  and  proposed  buildings,  parking  spaces,  driveways,  service  areas  and 
other  open  uses. 

Special  Permit.  Adult  uses,  as  defined  in  Section  VI  of  these  by-laws,  may  be 
authorized  within  the  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District  upon  the  issuance  of  a 
Special  Permit  by  the  Planning  Board  if  the  Board  determines  that  all  provisions 
of  this  by  law  have  been  complied  with  and  the  applicant  has  provided  all 
information  necessary  for  site  plan  approval  in  accordance  with  §5400  of  these 
By  Laws.  Any  use  permitted  as  of  right  or  by  special  permit  in  the  underlying 
district(s)  may  be  authorized  by  special  permit  in  the  adult  entertainment  overlay 
district  by  the  planning  board.  Such  special  permits  may  be  subject  to  conditions 
to  ensure  that  the  purposed  of  this  §4600  are  promoted 

Separation  Distances:  Adult  uses  may  be  permitted  only  when  located  outside 
the  area  circumscribed  by  a  circle  which  has  a  radius  consisting  of  the  following 
distances  from  specified  uses  or  zoning  district  boundaries: 

Five  hundred  feet  (500°)  from  the  district  boundary  line  of  any  residential  zone, 
(including  Residential  and  Business  Districts). 

Five  hundred  feet  (500°)  from  any  other  adult  use  as  defined  herein; 

Three  hundred  feet  (300°)  from  any  establishment  licensed  under  MGL  Ch.  138, 
Sec.  12. 

Fifteen  hundred  feet  (1500°)  from  the  boundary  of  any  public  or  private  school, 
day  care  center,  nursery  school  church  or  other  religious  facility. 

The  radius  distance  shall  be  measured  by  following  a  straight  line  from  the 
nearest  point  of  the  property  parcel  upon  which  the  proposed  adult  use  is  to 
be  located,  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  parcel  of  property  or  the  zoning  district 
boundary  line  from  which  the  proposed  adult  use  is  to  be  separated.  In  the 
case  of  the  distance  between  adult  uses  (section  l.b.)  and  between  an  adult 
use  and  an  establishment  licensed  under  MGL  Ch.  138,  Sec.  12  (section  l.c.) 
such  distances  shall  be  measured  between  the  closest  points  of  the  buildings 
in  which  such  uses  are  located. 

With  the  exception  of  an  adult  cabaret  or  an  adult  motion  picture  theater, 
adult  uses  may  not  exceed  three  thousand  five  hundred  (3,500)  square  feet 
of  useable  floor  area. 

Parking  requirements:  The  following  parking  requirement  shall  apply: 

Parking  for  adult  bookstores,  adult  paraphernalia  stores,  and  adult  video  stores 
shall  meet  the  requirements  of  Section  III,  §3100  of  these  By  Laws. 
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b.  Parking  for  adult  cabarets  and  adult  motion  picture  theaters  shall  meet  the 
requirements  of  Section  III,  §3100  of  these  By  Laws. 

c.  Parking  shall  be  provided  in  the  side  or  rear  yard  area  only. 

d.  All  parking  areas  shall  be  illuminated,  and  all  lighting  shall  be  contained  on  the 
property  and  no  adult  use  shall  have  any  flashing  lights  visible  from  outside  the 
establishment. 

e.  Parking  areas  shall  be  landscaped  in  conformance  with  the  appropriate  provisions 
of  these  Zoning  By  Laws. 

4654.  Screening  and  buffering.  A  five  (5)  foot  wide  landscaped  buffer  shall  be 
provided  along  the  side  and  rear  property  lines  of  an  adult  use  establishment 
consisting  of  evergreen  shrubs  or  trees  not  less  than  five  (5)  feet  in  height  at 
the  time  of  planting,  or  a  solid  fence  not  less  than  six  (6)  feet  in  height. 

4655.  All  building  openings,  entries  and  windows  shall  be  screened  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  visual  access  to  the  interior  of  the  establishment  by 
the  public. 

4656.  Application  information:  the  application  for  a  special  permit  from  the 
Planning  Board  for  an  adult  use  establishment  must  include  the  following 
information: 

a.  Name  and  address  of  the  legal  owner  of  the  establishment; 

b.  Name  and  address  of  all  persons  having  lawful  equity  or  security  interest 
in  the  establishment; 

c.  Name  and  address  of  the  manager; 

d.  Number  of  employees; 

e.  Proposed  provisions  for  security  within  and  without  the  establishment; 

f.  The  physical  layout  of  the  interior  of  the  establishment. 

4657.  No  adult  use  special  permit  shall  be  issued  to  any  person  convicted  of  violating 
the  provisions  of  MGL  Ch.  119.  Sec.  63,  or  MGL  Ch.  272,  Sec.  28. 

4658.  No  adult  use  shall  be  allowed  to  disseminate  or  offer  to  disseminate  adult 
matter  or  paraphernalia  to  minors  or  to  suffer  minors  to  view  displays  or 
linger  on  the  premises. 

4659.  An  adult  use  special  permit  shall  only  be  issued  following  a  public  hearing 
held  within  sixty-five  (65)  days  after  the  filing  of  an  application  with  the 
special  permit  granting  authority,  a  copy  of  which  shall  forthwith  be  given 
to  the  Town  Clerk  by  the  applicant. 
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4660. 


Any  adult  use  special  permit  issued  under  this  bylaw  shall  lapse  within  one  (1) 
year,  and  including  such  time  required  to  pursue  or  await  the  determination 
of  an  appeal  from  the  grant  thereof,  if  substantial  use  thereof  has  not  sooner 
commenced  except  for  good  cause  or,  in  the  case  of  a  permit  for  construction, 
if  construction  has  not  begun  by  such  date  except  for  good  cause. 

Any  section  of  this  bylaw,  or  portion  thereof,  declared  invalid  shall  not  affect  the 
validity  or  application  of  the  remainder  of  the  bylaw. 

By  adding  the  following  to  Appendix  A: 

C. Commercial  Uses  Residential  Business  Open  Space&Rec  Industrial 

31  Adult  Use  N  N  N  SP 

as  defined  in  Section  VI 

By  adding  the  following  to  Section  II.  Use,  Dimensional  and  Timing  Regulations. 
Section  2100.  Districts. 

The  following  “overlay”  districts  are  also  hereby  created:  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay 
District 

The  Planning  Board  supported  the  Article. 

YES  64  NO  160 

DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  Mary  Wilczek  to  table. 

DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  Paul  Joly  to  reconsider  Article  34. 

YES  129  NO  70  (needed  133  to  pass) 

ARTICLE  37.  DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  Matt  Murphy  that  the  Town  will  vote  to 
approve  an  ordinance  regulating  bidding  on  public  construction  projects  as  printed  in  the 
warrant. 

AN  ORDINANCE  REGULATING  BIDDING  ON 
PUBLIC  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECTS 

A.  All  bidders  and  all  subcontractors  shall,  as  a  condition  for  bidding  or  for  an  award 
of  a  subcontract  work,  verify  under  oath  and  in  writing  at  the  time  of  bidding  that 
they  comply  with  the  following  conditions  for  bidding  or  subcontracting  and, 
for  the  duration  of  the  project,  shall  comply  with  the  following  obligations: 


35 


1 .  The  bidder  and  all  subcontractors  under  the  bidder  shall  comply  with  the 
City  (or  Town  of  Dighton),  Residency  Employment  Plan  as  it  currently 
exists  and  as  it  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  amended. 

2.  The  bidder  and  all  subcontractors  under  the  bidder  must  pay  the  appropri¬ 
ate  lawful  prevailing  wage  rates  to  their  employees. 

3.  The  bidder  and  all  subcontractors  under  the  bidder  must  at  the  time  of 
bidding  maintain  or  participate  in  a  bona  fide  state  certified  apprentice 
training  program. 

4.  The  bidder  and  all  subcontractors  under  the  bidder  must  at  the  time  of  bid¬ 
ding  furnish  at  their  expense,  hospitalization  and  medical  benefits  and/or 
coverage  for  all  their  mechanics  and  apprentices. 

5.  The  bidder  and  subcontractors  under  the  bidder  must  maintain  appropri¬ 
ate  industrial  accident  insurance  coverage  for  all  the  employees  on  the 
project 

6.  The  bidder  and  all  subcontractors  under  the  bidder  must  properly  classify 
employees  as  employees  rather  than  independent  contractors  and  treat  them 
accordingly  for  purposes  of  workers’  compensation  insurance  coverage, 
unemployment  taxes,  social  security  taxes  and  income  tax  withholding. 

B .  A  bid  submitted  by  any  general  bidder  or  by  any  subcontractor  under  the  general 
bidder  that  does  not  comply  with  any  of  the  foregoing  conditions  for  bidding 
shall  be  rejected,  and  no  subcontract  shall  be  awarded  to  a  subcontractor  that 
does  not  comply  with  the  foregoing  conditions. 

C.  All  bidders  and  subcontractors  under  the  bidder  who  are  awarded  or  who  oth¬ 
erwise  obtain  contracts  on  projects  shall  comply  with  the  obligations  numbered 
1  through  6  as  set  forth  in  paragraph  A  above  for  the  entire  duration  of  their 
work  on  the  project,  and  an  officer  of  each  bidder  or  subcontractor  under  the 
bidder  shall  certify  under  oath,  and  in  writing  on  a  weekly  basis  that  they  are  in 
compliance  with  such  obligations. 

D.  Any  bidder  or  subcontractor  under  the  bidder  who  fails  to  comply  with  any  one 
of  obligations  1  through  6  as  set  forth  in  Paragraph  A  above  for  any  period  of 
time  shall  be,  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  City  (or  Town  of  Dighton),  subject 
to  one  or  more  of  the  following  sanctions:  (1)  cessation  of  work  on  the  project 
until  compliance  is  obtained;  (2)  withholding  of  payment  due  under  any  contract 
or  subcontract  until  compliance  is  obtained;  (3)  permanent  removal  from  any 
further  work  on  the  project;  (4)  liquidated  damages  payable  to  the  City  (or  Town 
of  Dighton)  in  the  amount  of  5%  of  the  dollar  value  of  the  contract. 
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E.  In  addition  to  the  sanctions  outlined  in  Paragraph  D  above,  a  general  bidder  or 
contractor  shall  be  equally  liable  for  the  violations  of  its  subcontractors.  Any 
contractor  or  subcontractor  that  has  been  determined  by  the  City  (or  Town  of 
Dighton)  or  by  any  court  or  agency  to  have  violated  any  of  the  obligations  set 
forth  in  Paragraphs  A  and  C  above  shall  be  barred  from  performing  any  work 
on  any  future  projects  for  six  months  for  a  first  violation,  for  three  years  for  a 
second  violation  and  permanently  for  a  third  violation. 

F.  If  any  provision  of  this  ordinance,  or  the  application  of  such  provision  to  any 
person  or  circumstances,  shall  be  enjoined  or  held  to  be  invalid,  the  remaining 
provisions  of  this  ordinance,  or  the  application  of  such  provisions  to  persons 
or  circumstance,  other  than  that  which  is  enjoined  or  held  invalid  shall  be  not 
affected  thereby. 

G.  This  ordinance  would  not  apply  to  any  projects  of  $500,000  or  less. 

The  Moderator  appointed  the  following  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  FY 

2004: 


Norman  E.  Courcy  Edward  B.  Swartz 

Nancy  J.  Goulart  Wallace  A.  Wood 

Rena  Griffis 

VOTED:  Motion  to  dissolve  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  which  began  on  June  9, 2003  and  was 
continued  to  June  17,  2003,  at  9:20PM. 

ATTEST 

Brenda  A.  Herbeck 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
DECEMBER  1,  2003 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  held  on  December  1,  2003,  at  the  Dighton  Middle  School, 
was  called  to  order  at  7:05  PM  by  William  E.  McKeon,  Jr.,  Moderator.  Salute  to  the  flag  was 
given.  The  checkers  were  Joan  Ready  and  Roberta  Perry.  Total  attendance  was  127. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  to  dispense  with  reading  of  the  Warrant. 

VOTED  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  Articles  and 
reference  to  them  be  made  by  number  and  content. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Richard  Hegeman  to  consider  adjournment  at  1 1 :00PM. 

ARTICLE  1  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  to  hear  the  reports 
of  the  Town  Officials  and  act  thereon. 

For  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Chairman  Gene  Nelson  asked  that  voters  support  every 
article  on  the  warrant. 

Finance  Committee  Chairman  Edward  Swartz  stated  that  the  Finance  Committee  sup¬ 
ported  every  article  and  urged  voters  to  support  them  as  well. 

David  Long,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  stated  that  the  Board  concurred  with 
the  Finance  Committee  and  with  the  information  the  Regional  School  District  had  mailed  to 
residents,  regarding  the  impact  the  additional  borrowing  of  two  million  dollars  for  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  High  School  projct  would  have  on  the  tax  rate. 

Superintendent  Dr.  Connor  explained  several  reasons  why  the  School  District  was  request¬ 
ing  the  additional  funding  for  the  completion  of  the  High  School  project.  He  stated  that  the 
Building  Committee  had  done  all  they  could  to  stay  within  the  budget  and  that  the  last  thing  the 
School  District  wanted  to  do  was  to  return  to  the  two  towns  to  ask  for  additional  funding. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  to  accept  the  reports  as  read. 

ARTICLE  2.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $11,106.69  to  pay  prior  year  bills. 

ARTICLE  3  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $1,000.00  to  additionally  fund  the  FY  03  Audit. 

ARTICLE  4.VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  to  see  if 
the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $15,000.00  for  fixed  assets  GASB  34  require¬ 
ments. 
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ARTICLE  5.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $2,500.00  for  assistance  to  comply  with  IGR#03- 
401,  August  2003,  requiring  cities  and  towns  to  do  interim  revaluation’s  on  properties 
annually. 

ARTICLE  6.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $  4,610.00  to  the  DARE  Gift  Account. 

ARTICLE  7.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $4,059.76  to  additionally  fund  the  FY  04  Bristol 
County  Agricultural  High  School  Account  #300. 

ARTICLE  8.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  to  see  if 
the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $774.78  to  additionally  fund  the  Weights  & 
Measures  Expenses,  Account  #244. 

ARTICLE  9.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $1,100.00  to  additionally  fund  the  Data  Process¬ 
ing  Account  #155. 

ARTICLE  10.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  to  see 
if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $15,000.00  to  additionally  fund  the  Town 
Counsel  Account,  #  151,  for  legal  services. 

ARTICLE  11.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  to  see 
if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $20,000.00  to  additionally  fund  the  Public 
Building  Account  #  192. 

ARTICLE  12.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Norman  Courcy  to  see 
if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $6,500.00  to  account  for  the  land  taking  at 
Stanzione  Drive  to  correct  the  layout  of  the  road. 

ARTICLE  13.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  to  see  if 
the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  $1,505.25  from  the  Recreation  Account  #630  Expenses  to 
the  Personnel  Services. 

ARTICLE  14.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  to  see  if 
the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Ambulance  Fund  the  sum  of  $30,500.00  for  the  first 
year  payment  of  a  five  (5)  year  lease  purchase  agreement  for  a  new  ambulance  with  acces¬ 
sories  for  use  by  the  Dighton  Fire  Department. 

ARTICLE  15.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Nancy  Goulart  to  see  if 
the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $10,000.00  to  additionally  fund  the  Veterans 
Services  Expense  Account  #543. 
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ARTICLE  16.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $1,371.55  for  all  elected  and  appointed  officials 
who  did  not  receive  a  3%  wage  increase  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  on  June  9,  2003,  to 
the  accounts  as  listed  on  the  warrant. 

Accounts  as  follows: 


Account  #01-141 

Assessors 

$216.50 

Account  #01-122 

Selectmen 

$608.15 

Account  #01-294 

Tree  Warden 

$  5.19 

Account  #01-114 

Moderator 

$  11.76 

Account  #01-175 

Planning  Bd. 

$  229.23 

Account  #01-630 

Playground  Comm. 

$  45.00 

Account  #01-440 

Sewer  Commission 

$  178.69 

Account  #01-131 

Finance  Committee 

$  77.03) 

ARTICLE  17.  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to 
approve  the  amount  of  debt  authorized  by  the  Dighton  Rehoboth  Regional  School  District 
Committee  for  the  purposes  of  financing  additional  costs  for  reconstructing,  adding  to,  equip¬ 
ping,  remodeling  or  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Dighton  Rehoboth  Regional  High 
School.  Said  vote  of  the  Dighton  Regional  School  District  Committee,  having  occurred  at 
its  October  14,2003  meeting  and  being  in  the  aggregate  principal  amount  of  $2,000,000.00 
in  addition  to  sums  previously  appropriated  for  said  purpose. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  7:45PM  to  allow  the  checkers  to  verify  the  total  number 
of  voters  present.  The  meeting  reconvened  at  7:52PM. 

The  counted  vote  for  Article  17  was  as  follows: 

Yes  100  No  9 

ARTICLE  18.  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Edward  Swartz  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  $360,357.22  to  the  Stabilization  Account. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Frank  Costa  to  dissolve  the  Special  Town  Meeting  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  2003  at  7:54PM. 


ATTEST: 
Town  Clerk 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
TOWN  CLERK/TREASURER/COLLECTOR 


As  of  January  15,  2004,  the  total  population  was  6,846.  There  were  3,976  voters, 
of  which  1,075  were  Democrats,  554  were  Republicans,  2,300  were  Unenrolled  (no  party 
affiliation),  32  were  Libertarians,  and  15  were  of  other  designations.  There  were  no  Fall 
state  elections  in  2003;  the  Presidential  Primary  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  March  2,  2004. 
Our  Annual  Town  Election,  by  By-law,  is  normally  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  March.  The 
Board  of  Selectmen  voted  to  change  the  date  of  the  2004  town  election  to  Monday,  April  5, 
2004  to  avoid  any  confusion  with  the  Presidential  Primary. 

New  for  January  1,  2004,  the  Town  has  an  official  website!  With  a  grant  from  the 
Dighton  Power  Charitable  Fund,  the  Town  was  able  to  fund  a  website  through  services  pro¬ 
vided  by  VADAR  Systems  Inc.  and  Virtual  Town  Hall.  The  advantage  for  town  departments 
is  that  departments  can  update  their  website  information  by  themselves,  thus  eliminating 
the  need  for  a  webmaster  to  do  it  for  them.  The  advantage  for  residents  is  that  they  can  be 
better  informed  of  what  is  happening  in  town  government.  I  encourage  residents  to  visit 
the  website  at:  www.dighton-ma.gov. 

The  quarterly  tax  billing  system  is  working  well.  Taxpayers  are  getting  accustomed  to 
the  fact  that  they  must  remember  to  retain  the  second  payment  coupon,  included  on  the  tax 
bill,  for  payments  due  November  1  and  May  1.  New  for  Fiscal  2004,  was  a  consolidation 
of  district  taxes  and  real  estate  taxes  on  one  tax  bill.  This  consolidation  has  saved  taxpay¬ 
ers  money  in  the  cost  of  envelopes,  bill  forms,  printer  ink  and  postage.  So  far,  it  seems  to 
be  eliminating  the  confusion  on  the  recurring  problem  of  who  was  responsible  for  paying 
the  district  taxes,  the  taxpayer  or  the  mortgage  company,  because  the  banks  and  mortgage 
companies  have  been  paying  the  whole  total  due.  In  addition  to  paying  tax  bills  in  person 
and  through  the  mail,  taxpayers,  through  the  website,  can  now  register  to  pay  their  tax  bills 
online. 

I  am  truly  thankful  for  the  dedication,  cooperation  and  hard  work  of  my  staff.  They 
are  very  supportive  and  help  create  a  pleasant  atmosphere  in  which  to  work,  and  are  all  great 
assets  to  this  department.  Pamela  Waller,  in  her  primary  duty  as  Assistant  Town  Clerk,  has 
become  proficient  in  the  VRIS  (Voter  Registration  Information  System)  program,  which 
connects  all  clerks’  offices  around  the  state  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  and  she  continues  to  find  ways  to  improve  the  operation  of  this  department. 
Mary  Hathaway,  Senior  Treasurer/Collector  Clerk  has  become  very  skilled  in  the  quarterly 
tax  billing  and  collection  software  and  continues  to  improve  efficiency  in  other  Collector/ 
Treasurer  functions.  Helen  Kadlec,  who  works  part-time  in  this  office  and  part-time  in  the 
Assessors’  office,  continues  to  handle  any  task  with  accuracy  and  efficiency. 
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This  office  is  a  very  busy  office  and  there  is  always  a  new  challenge  waiting  around 
the  comer.  I  would  like  to  thank  all  Town  offices,  boards  and  committees  for  their  help 
and  cooperation  throughout  the  year.  Many  times  at  meetings  of  Treasurer  and  Collectors 
or  of  Town  Clerks,  I  hear  some  of  my  colleagues  talking  about  the  poor  relationships  they 
have  with  their  Assessors  or  Town  Accountants.  Because  we  work  very  closely  with  the 
Assessors’  office  and  the  Town  Accountant’s  office  concerning  the  finances  of  the  Town,  I 
would  especially  like  to  thank  them  for  their  cooperation  and  assistance.  I  am  grateful  for 
the  cooperation  and  enthusiasm  of  all  the  employees  who  helped  make  the  website  a  reality. 
I  would  like  to  thank  Paul  DeMoura  and  the  Highway  Department  for  their  help  setting  up 
the  election  equipment  for  the  town  election  this  year.  Also,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  staff 
and  students  at  the  Dighton  Elementary  School  for  their  patience  and  cooperation  during 
elections. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Brenda  A.  Herbeck 

Town  Clerk/Treasurer/Collector 
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TRUST  FUNDS  AS  OF  6/30/03 

ORIGINAL 

PRINCIPAL 

SPECIAL  TRUST 

CHARLES  S.  CHASE  TRUST  $  1 ,000.00 
PREVIOUS  INTEREST  EARNED  1,781.85 
INTEREST  EARNED  FY  2002  52.9 1 

AWARD  PAID  50.00 

ENDING  BALANCE  $2,784.76 

MEMORIAL  TRUST  LIBRARY  $  1 ,000.00 
PREVIOUS  INTEREST  EARNED  1 ,272. 1 2 
INTEREST  EARNED  FY  2002  44.00 

ENDING  BALANCE  $2,316.12 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT  TRUST  $  1 30.25 
PREVIOUS  INTEREST  EARNED  6.65 
INTEREST  EARNED  FY  2002  2.65 

ENDING  BALANCE  $  1 39.55 

CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 


JOSHUA  BLISS 

$5,000.00 

BENJAMIN  F.  GOFF 

100.00 

SUBMIT  BABBITT 

150.00 

EMERSON  W.  GOFF 

100.00 

MARY  J.  BRIGGS 

100.00 

EPHIR  A  GOFF 

100.00 

EDGAR  A.  ESSEX 

200.00 

TRUMAN  N.  GOFF 

100.00 

EBENEZER  GAY 

150.00 

ZENAS  H.  GOFF 

200.00 

WILLIAM  D.  GOFF 

100.00 

JOHN  H.  HARLOW 

100.00 

BLISS-ARTHUR  HATHAWAY  200.00 

ALFRED  A.  HORTON 

100.00 

NANCY  JONES 

150.00 

JOHN  H.  HORTON 

100.00 

DR.  A.J.  SMITH 

150.00 

NELSON  HORTON 

100.00 

MARTHA  L.  SMITH 

50.00 

JOB  PAULL 

100.00 

RUFUS  P.  HORTON 

400.00 

ROBERT  S.  WATERMAN 

100.00 

CHARLES  OSMAN  GAY 

200.00 

ETTA  WESTCOTT 

100.00 

SARAH  BABBITT 

100.00 

WESTCOTT  &  MCNALLY 

200.00 

JOSEPH  GOODING 

142.75 

FRANCIS  J.  WHEELER 

100.00 

JOSEPHINE  G.  THAXTER 

100.00 

SHUBEL  WHEELER 

100.00 

WILLIAM  WALKER 

250.00 

THOMAS  B.  WITHERELL 

100.00 

JESSE  P.  GOFF 

100.00 

HORTON-PAULL 

200.00 

GEORGE  H.  HORTON 

100.00 

GILBERT  STRANGE 

300.00 

E.  &  J.  LINCOLN 

200.00 

OLIVER  P.  SIMONS 

721.00 

JOSIAH  R.  TALBOT 

100.00 

CHARLES  E.  CARR* 

500.00 

EMERY  WHITE 

200.00 

ISABELLE  W.  SNOW* 

100.00 

EMELINE  WILLIAMS 

100.00 

N.  ALLEN  WALKER 

882.02 
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KAY  SMITH  500.00 

BRIGGS  125.00 

HARRIET  M.  BRIGGS  200.00 

HELEN  C.  BRIGGS  75.00 

SYLVANUS  JONES  100.00 

NATHAN  WALKER  100.00 

WENDELL  WEED  1 00.00 

CHARLES  &  MARY  OLNEY  200.00 
ASA  &  HANNAH  WATERMAN  200.00 
BLISS-WESTCOAT  200.00 

DAVID  W.  FRANCIS  100.00 

ALBERT  F.  GOFF  50.00 

ELBRIDGE  G.  FRANCIS  200.00 

GEORGE  E.  FRANCIS  100.00 


WILLIAMS  100.00 

SMITH  50.00 

BENNETT  200.00 

ERNEST  H.  SMITH  200.00 

INGALLS  500.00 

TOOHEY  500.00 

JONES  500.00 

WALTON  500.00 

CROTTY  500.00 

TOTAL  18,045.77 

PREVIOUS  INTEREST  EARNED  458.84 
FY  2003  INTEREST  EARNED  351.71 
CARE  PAID  FOR  FY  2002  (458.84) 

ENDING  BALANCE  1 8,397.48 

TOTAL  TRUST  FUNDS  23,637.91 


TOWN  COLLECTOR’S  REPORT 
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BEGINNING  ENDING 

BALANCE  COMMITMENTS  REFUNDS  COLLECTIONS  ABATEMENTS  TAX  TITLE  ADJUSTMENT  BALANCE 
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REAL  ESTATE 

FY2003  152,070.83  1,551.24  (150,108.46)  (1,284.06)  2,229.55 

FY2002  4,244.72  (2,702.86)  (881.65)  -  660.21 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


To  The  Board  of  Selectmen 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  Fiscal  Year  2003  in  the  following  schedules: 

Combined  Balance  Sheet  All  Funds 

General  Fund 

Receipts 

Disbursements 

Statement  of  Appropriations 

Budget  Entries 

Fund  Balance 

Special  Revenue  Funds  Highway 

Receipts 
Disbursements 

Other  Special  Revenue  Funds 
Receipts 
Disbursements 
Fund  Balances 

Capital  Projects  Funds-Landfill  Closure 
Receipts 
Disbursements 

Sewer  Enterprise  Funds 
Receipts 
Disbursements 
Budget  Entries 
Fund  Balance 


Trust  Funds 

Receipts 
Disbursements 
Fund  Balances 

Agency  Funds 

Receipts 
Disbursements 
Fund  Balances 
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Municipal  Indebtedness  Analysis 


Free  cash  for  Fiscal  Year  2003  as  certified  by  the  Bureau  of  Accounts  on  October  28, 
2002  was  $353,783.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Janice  Boucher 
Town  Accountant 
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Total  Liabilities  &  Fund  Equity  $1,238,128.35  $0.00  $1,669,886.76  $62,931.06  $598J17.84  $900^88.12  $217,114.47  $615,601.11 


GENERAL  FUND  -  CASH  RECEIPTS  -  FY  2003 


Personal  Property  Taxes 

$377,046.33 

Real  Estate  Taxes 

$7,081,068.38 

Rollback/Conveyance  Tax 

$8,29833 

Tax  Liens  Redeemed 

$92,603.42 

Taxes  in  Litigation 

$0.00 

Tax  Foreclosures 

$0.00 

FY03  Tax  Revenue  Not  Yet  Due 

($1,504.33) 

FY04  Tax  Revenue  Not  Yet  Due 

$11,883.00 

Gain  on  Tax  Title  Assignments 

$0.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

$721,017.20 

Vessel  Excise 

$5,893.01 

Penalties  &  Interest  on  Taxes  &  Excises 

$40,273.76 

Payments  in  Lieu  of  Taxes 

$2,798.79 

Fees 

$46,051.12 

Other  Departmental  Revenue 

$161,315.03 

Licenses  &  Permits 

$141,396.11 

Fines  &  Forfeits 

$40.00 

Court  Fines 

$2,285.00 

Sales  of  Inventory 

$4,610.00 

Earnings  on  Investments 

$22,252.34 

Miscellaneous  Revenue 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

$4,837.16 

Loss  of  Taxes,  Abatements:  Vets,  Elderly,  Surv.  Spouse 

$74,997.00 

Veterans  Benefits 

$19,302.48 

Highway 

$0.00 

Lottery,  Beano,  Charity  Games 

$641,962.00 

Revenue  Anticipation  Notes  Payable 

$0.00 

Tax  Titles  Due  Districts 

$15,978.02 

Due  to  School  District 

$0.00 

Transfers  from  Special  Revenue  Funds 

$237,416.76 

Transfers  from  Sewer  Enterprise 

$8,000.00 

Transfers  from  Stabilization 

$0.00 

Total  Cash  Receipts 

$9,719,820.91 

Cash  Balance  7/1/02 

$422,125.94 

$10,141,946.85 
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GENERAL  FUND  -  CASH  DISBURSEMENTS  -  FY  2003 


Fiscal  Year  2003  Appropriations 
General  Government 
Protection  of  Persons  &  Property 
Education 
Highways 
Sanitation 

Other  Environmental 
Human  Services 
Culture  &  Recreation 
Debt  Service 
Employee  Benefits 
Court  Judgments 
Liability  Insurance 

Total  FY  2003  Budget  Appropriations 

Fiscal  Year  2003  Special  Articles 
FY02  Audit 

Assessors  FY04  Dighton  Power  Revaluation 

Assessors  Abatement/Exemption  Software 

Planning  Board  Copy  Machine 

Planning  Board  Computer  System 

Fire  Dept.  Diesel  Exhause  Plymo  Vent  System 

Fire  Dept.  Fire/Rescue  Equipment 

Fire  Dept.  Rescue/Pumper 

Riverside  Cemetery 

WPAT  Loan  Principal 

Prior  Years  Bills 

Transfers  to  Stabilization 

Total  FY  2003  Special  Articles 


$486,406.74 

$1,251,847.58 

$5,567,621.10 

$470,387.25 

$379,889.30 

$6,000.00 

$152,395.38 

$126,641.60 

$79,821.77 

$448,698.11 

$45,000.00 

$95,498.00 


$1,000.00 

$3,000.00 

$2,255.00 

$2,000.04 

$1,997.00 

$25,000.00 

$8,737.74 

$41,023.49 

$2,000.00 

$7,112.00 

$1,303.93 

$300,777.56 


Prior  Year  Appropriations/Encumbrances 

FY2001  Audit  $500.00 

FY2002  Audit  $7,000.00 

FY02  Town  Accountant  Book  Binding  $400.00 

FY02  Assessors  FY04  Revaluation  $2,275.00 

FY02  Assessors  Abatement  Software  $  1 ,995.00 

FY00  Public  Buildings-Repairs  &  Maintenance  $5,135.76 

Total  Prior  Year  Appropriations 


$9,110,206.83 


$396,206.76 


$17,305.76 
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Other  Financing  Uses 


County  Assessments 

State  Assessments 

Special  Education  Assessments 

Total  Other  Financing  Uses 

$65,526.89 

$28,616.00 

$0.00 

$94,142.89 

Revenue  Anticipation  Notes  Payable 

Due  to  School  District 

Tax  Titles  Due  Districts 

Transfers  to  Special  Revenue  Funds 

Total  Other 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$15,978.02 

$3,272.58 

$19,250.60 

Total  Cash  Disbursements 

$9,637,112.84 

Less:  Warrants  Payable  6/30/03 

($175,889.50) 

$9,461,223.34 

Cash  Balance  6/30/03 

$680,723.51 

$10,141,946.85 
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Public  Buildings  $36,780.00  $32,910.74  $3,844.76  $24.50 

Building  Insurance  $14,599.00  $13,642.00  $957.00 

Town  Reports  $4,500.00  $4,185.00  $315.00 

$526,581.35  ($7,063.15)  $486,406.74  $32,906.67  $204.79 


Appropriations  Reserve  Fund  Expended  Returned  to  ***Balance  carried 

Transfers  FY  03  Unreserved  forward  6/30/03 

Fund  Balance 
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Highway  $431,423.00  $387,356.79  $44,066.21 

Snow  &  Ice  Removal  $35,000.00  $81,997.62  ($46,997.62)** 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  $1,067.00  $0.00  $1,032.84  $34.16 

$467,490.00  $0.00  $470,387.25  ($2,897.25)  $0.00 


Appropriations  Reserve  Fund  Expended  Returned  to  ***Balance  carried 

Transfers  FY  03  Unreserved  forward  6/30/03 

Fund  Balance 
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DEBT  SERVICE 

Retirement  of  Debt 

Sewer  Note  #  1  $9,000.00  $9,000.00  $0.00 
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LIABILITY  INSURANCE 

Liability  Insurance  $100,660.00  $95,498.00  $5,162.00 

$100,660.00  $0.00  $95,498.00  $5,162.00  $0.00 

Total  FY  2003  Budget  Approp.  $9,316,224.69  ($1,000.00)  $9,110,206.83  $182,165.14  $22,852.72 


Appropriations  Reserve  Fund  Expended  Returned  to  ***Balance  carried 

Transfers  FY  03  Unreserved  forward  6/30/03 

Fund  Balance 
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***$33,714.94  Encumbered  for  FY2004  use 
****($45,000.00)  Was  Raised  on  FY2003  Recap  Sheet 
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FISCAL  YEAR  2003 
BUDGET  ENTRIES 
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Sales  of  Inventory  $0.00  $4,610.00  $4,610.00 

Earnings  on  Investments  $20,600.00  $22,252.34  $1,652.34 

Miscellaneous  Revenue  $8,200.00  $4,837.16  ($3,362.84) 

Total  Local  Receipts  $971,500.00  $1,152,769.52  $181,269.52 


Budget  Actual  Difference 

STATE  RECEIPTS: 

Loss  of  Taxes,  Abatements:  Veterans,  Blind  & 

Surviving  Spouses,  Chapter  59 

Loss  of  Taxes,  Elderly,  Chapter  73  $36,239.00  $74,997.00  $38,758.00 
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Total  Town  Budgets  $9,724,743.18  $9,506,413.59  $218,329.59 

Prior  Year  Appropriations  -  Expended  in  FY  2003  $17,305.76  ($17,305.76) 
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TOWN  OF  DIGHTON 
FISCAL  YEAR  2003 
BUDGET  ENTRIES 

FISCAL  YEAR  2003  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCE 


Fund  Balance,  June  30,  2002 

$540,216.21 

Revenues  Closed  to  Fund  Balance  for  FY  2003 

$9,709,796.91 

Expenditures  Closed  to  Fund  Balance  for  FY  2003 

($9,621,134.82) 

Fund  Balance,  June  30,  2003 

$628,878.30 

Fund  Balance,  June  30,  2002 

$540,216.21 

Unfavorable  Revenue  Difference 

($154,535.28) 

Favorable  Expenditure  Difference 

$243,197.37 

Fund  Balance,  June  30,  2003 

$628,878.30 
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HIGHWAY  IMPROVEMENT  FUNDS  -  FY  2003 


RECEIPTS 


Commonwealth  of  Mass.  $106,973.01 

Total  Cash  Receipts 

Cash  Balance  7/1/02 

$106,973.01 

($105,564.53) 

$1,408.48 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Roadway  Resurfacing  &  Stone  Seals 

Elm  Street  Paving  $83,846.33 

Horton  Street  (Partial)  $960.48 

Forest  St.  (Partial)  $448.00 

Total  Cash  Disbursements 

$85,254.81 

Less:  Warrants  Payable  6/30/03 

0.00 

$85,254.81 

Cash  Balance  6/30/03 

(83,846.33) 

$1,408.48 
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OTHER  SPECIAL  REVENUE  FUNDS  -  FY2003 


RECEIPTS  ACCOUNT  # 

FEDERAL  GRANTS: 

FY03  Police  Bullet  Proof  Vest  Grants  359 

$7,612.50 

Prime  Time  Extended  Hours  Grant 

375 

$4,567.64 

Prime  Time  Saturday  Mornings  Grant 

351 

$5,865.15 

STATE  GRANTS: 

FY03  Council  on  Aging  Formula  Grant 

310 

$5,092.00 

FY03  Fire  Public  Safety  Equipment  Grant 

379 

$21,000.00 

FY03  Library  MEG/LIG 

312 

$6,765.08 

FY03  Library  MG  AW  Grant 

373 

$10,000.00 

FY03  Library  Planning  &  Design  Grant 

374 

$20,000.00 

FY03  Arts  Lottery 

313 

$2,000.00 

FY03  Community  Policing  Grant 

315 

$33,440.00 

FY03  Police  Public  Safety  Equipment  Grant 

378 

$20,500.00 

FY03  Landfill  Waste  to  Energy  Grant 

326 

$5,479.12 

FY03  Snow  &  Ice  Removal 

386 

$9,663.04 

FY03  Elections  Grant 

317 

$477.00 

RECEIPTS  RESERVED: 

Conservation/Wetlands  Fees 

300 

$5,657.50 

Sale  of  Real  Estate 

301 

$67,500.00 

Ambulance  Fees 

302 

$160,207.78 

School  Insurance  Interest 

303 

$12,937.60 

Affordable  Housing  Fund  Earnings  on  Investments 

306 

$521.15 

Title  V  Betterment  Payments 

309 

$34,734.77 

REVOLVING  FUNDS: 

Planning  Board  -  Fees 

325 

$23,603.94 

Council  On  Aging  -  Prime  Time 

327 

$75,359.45 

Library  -  Fines 

328 

$2,374.70 

Library  -  Copies 

329 

$302.45 

OTHER  SPECIAL  REVENUE: 

Gifts  &  Donations 

Dighton  Power  Police  Unmarked  Vehicle-Gifts 

371 

$27,500.00 

Council  on  Aging  -  Hagopian  Gifts 

323 

$175.00 

Dighton  Power  Charitable  Fund  -  Gifts 

331 

$100,000.00 

Dighton  Power  Charitable  Fund  Earnings  on  Investments 

331 

$35.69 

Dighton  Power  Town  Accountant  Office  Furniture-Gifts 

385 

$4,099.32 

Dighton  Power  Assessors  Office  Furniture  -  Gifts 

366 

$3,600.00 

Dighton  Power  Town  Clerk  Voting  Equipment-Gifts 

368 

$12,730.00 

$18,045.29 


$134,416.24 


$281,558.80 


$101,640.54 
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Dighton  Power  Fire  Confined  Space  -  Gifts 

390 

$6,000.00 

Dighton  Power  Fire  Generator  -  Gifts 

380 

$7,200.00 

Dighton  Power  Highway  Sander  -  Gifts 

389 

$12,000.00 

Dighton  Power  Library  King  Phillip  -  Gifts 

391 

$500.00 

Dighton  Power  Veterans  Flags  -  Gifts 

367 

$375.00 

Police  -  DARE  -  Gifts 

333 

$10,915.00 

Fire  Department  -  Gifts 

334 

$3,635.00 

Council  on  Aging  -  Gifts 

335 

$3,085.00 

Prime  Time  Romero  Gifts 

338 

$15,000.00 

Library  -  Gifts 

339 

$865.00 

Library  Building  Gifts 

340 

$500.00 

Library  Arts  -  Gifts 

341 

$400.00 

Cable  -  Gifts 

343 

$7,105.00 

Recreation  Ice  Rink  -  Gifts 

377 

$3,300.00 

Prime  Time  Gifts  &  Donations 

Other 

350 

$4,657.00 

$223,677.01 

Fire  Truck/Building  Insurance  Proceeds 

384 

$9,850.65 

$9,850.65 

53G  ACCOUNTS  -  OUTSIDE  CONSULTANTS 

Planning  Board  -  Bushwood  53G 

321 

$25,105.83 

Planning  Board  -  Richmond  Hill  53G 

345 

$4,038.29 

Planning  Board  -  Lin’s  Propane  53G 

346 

($0.30) 

Planning  Board  -  Segregansett  Estates  53G 

348 

$5,068.63 

Planning  Board  -  Hunter’s  Hill  53G 

352 

$282.43 

Planning  Board  -  Shan  Lee  Estates  53G 

361 

$4,054.55 

Planning  Board  -  Brin  Estates  53G 

387 

$0.52 

Planning  Board  -  Andrew’s  Farm  53G 

369 

$7,048.03 

Planning  Board  -  Ledgewood  Estates  53G 

381 

$4,775.56 

Planning  Board  -  Amarals’  Estates  53G 

372 

$1,007.91 

Planning  Board  -  Hillcrest  Estates  53G 

383 

$3,013.09 

Planning  Board  -  Knotty  Pine  53G 

393 

$4,250.19 

Planning  Board  -  Brook  Street  Estates  53G 

388 

$2,000.96 

Board  of  Appeals  -  Arborcrest  53G 

362 

$15,284.26 

Board  of  Appeals  -  Stonegate  Landing  53G 

363 

$421.14 

Board  of  Appeals  -  Lepage  53G 

382 

$567.00 

Board  of  Appeals  -  Dighton  Woods  53G 

392 

$25,008.75 

Planning  Board  -  Meadow  Acres  53G 

364 

$28.83 

Planning  Board  -  Virginia  Estates  53G 

Total  Other  Special  Revenues 

365 

($1,550.45) 

$100,405.22 

$333,932.88 

TRANSFERS: 


Transfer  from  General  Fund-Unused  Ambulance  Funds 

302 

$3,272.58 

Transfer  Balance  from  Agency  Funds-Sewer  Forest  Hills  53G  883 

$935.64 

Transfer  Balance  from  Agency  Funds-Sewer  Sandpiper  53G 

884 

$399.58 

$4,607.80 

Total  Cash  Receipts 

$874,201.55 

Cash  Balance  7/1/02 

$1,492,686.48 

$2,366,888.03 

DISBURSEMENTS 

FEDERAL  GRANTS: 

FY03  Police  Bullet  Proof  Vests  Grant 

359 

$7,612.50 

Prime  Time  Extended  Hours  Grant 

375 

$4,119.67 

Prime  Time  Saturday  Mornings  Grant 

351 

$5,142.41 

$16,874.58 

STATE  GRANTS: 

Title  V  Loans  Out 

309 

$0.00 

Title  V  Grant 

309 

$599.58 

FY03  Council  on  Aging  Formula  Grant 

310 

$4,353.57 

FY01  Fire  Safety  Grant 

311 

$320.05 

FY02  Fire  Safety  Grant 

311 

$1,218.76 

FY03  Fire  Public  Safety  Equipment  Grant 

379 

$21,000.00 

FY01  Library  MEG/LIG 

312 

$528.42 

FY99  Library  Community  Investment  Grant 

324 

$137.25 

FY03  Snow  &  Ice  Removal 

386 

$9,663.04 

FY03  Library  MGAW  Grant 

373 

$4,676.56 

FY03  Arts  Lottery  Grant 

313 

$1,750.00 

FY02  Community  Policing  Grant 

315 

$11,051.74 

FY03  Community  Policing  Grant 

315 

$30,806.73 

FY02  Police  Bullet  Proof  Vests  Grant 

359 

$7,612.50 

FY03  Police  Public  Safety  Equipment  Grant 

378 

$9,708.91 

FY01  Elections 

317 

$23.34 

FY03  Elections 

317 

$477.00 

FY03  Landfill  Waste  to  Energy  Grant 

326 

$5,479.12 

$109,406.57 

RECEIPTS  RESERVED: 

REVOLVING  FUNDS: 

Planning  Board  -  Fees 

325 

$3,589.73 

Council  on  Aging  -  Prime  Time 

327 

$67,616.11 

Library  -  Fines 

328 

$3,026.09 

Library  -  Copies 

329 

$71.81 

$74,303.74 

69 


OTHER  SPECIAL  REVENUE: 
Gifts  &  Donations 


Dighton  Power  Charitable  Fund 

331 

$98,654.32 

Dighton  Power  Town  Accountant  Office  Furniture-Gifts 

385 

$4,061.37 

Dighton  Power  Assessors  Office  Furniture  -  Gifts 

366 

$3,581.96 

Dighton  Power  Town  Clerk  Voting  Equipment-Gifts 

368 

$12,730.00 

Dighton  Power  Fire  Generator  -  Gifts 

380 

$6,528.40 

Dighton  Power  Veterans  Flags  -  Gifts 

367 

$375.00 

Police  -  DARE  -  Gifts 

333 

$12,500.00 

Fire  -  Gifts 

334 

$1,485.65 

Council  on  Aging  -  Gifts 

335 

$600.57 

Council  on  Aging  -  Romero  -  Gifts 

337 

$4,304.12 

Council  on  Aging  Prime  Time  Romero  -  Gifts 

338 

$27,117.20 

Library  -  Gifts 

339 

$164.99 

Library  Arts  Lottery  -  Gifts 

341 

$416.00 

Cable  -  Gifts 

343 

$1,985.10 

Conservation  -  Gifts 

349 

$3,500.00 

Prime  Time  Gifts  &  Donations 

350 

$3,080.40 

Dighton  Power  Police  Unmarked  Vehicle  -  Gifts 

371 

$27,457.95 

Recreation  Ice  Rink  -  Gifts 

377 

$3,300.00 

Other 

53G  ACCOUNTS  -  OUTSIDE  CONSULTANTS 

Planning  Board  -  Bushwood  53G 

321 

$624.24 

Planning  Board  -  Richmond  Hill  53G 

345 

$4,005.70 

Planning  Board  -  Segregansett  Estates  53G 

348 

$1,676.20 

Planning  Board  -  Hunter’s  Hill  53G 

352 

$2,927.50 

Planning  Board  -  Andrew’s  Farm  53G 

369 

$3,943.69 

Planning  Board  -  Amarals’  Estates  53G 

372 

$571.60 

Planning  Board  -  Hillcrest  Estates  53G 

383 

$636.60 

Board  of  Appeals  -  Arborcrest  53G 

362 

$42,119.00 

Board  of  Appeals  -  Stonegate  Landing  53G 

363 

$12,673.54 

Board  of  Appeals  -  Lepage  53G 

382 

$567.00 

Board  of  Appeals  -  Dighton  Woods  53G 

392 

$40.50 

Planning  Board  -  Shan  Lee  Estates  53G 

361 

$5,088.05 

Total  Other  Special  Revenue 

TRANSFERS: 

Transfer  to  General  Fund  -  Ambulance  Fees 

302 

$105,341.69 

Transfer  to  General  Fund  -  School  Insurance  Funds 

303 

$124,963.07 

Transfer  to  General  Fund  -  Additional  Lottery  Funds 

305 

$0.00 

Transfer  to  General  Fund  -  Title  V  Funds 

309 

$7,112.00 

$211,843.03 


$74,873.62 

$286,716.65 


$237,416.76 
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Total  Cash  Disbursements 
Less:  Warrants  Payable  6/30/03 


$724,718.30 

($27,642.03) 

$697,076.27 


Cash  Balance  6/30/03 


$1,669,811.76 

$2,366,888.03 
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Total  all  Fund  24  Special  Revenues  JI.49Z76I.48  518.045.29  JI34.4I6Z4  5267505.82  J22364IJ2  534.734.77  $178377.07  514.874.70  52506J4  5874201.55  JI0I.I63J4  $297225.62  50.00  5000  $8831158  5237,41676  5724.71830  $1642244.73 


CAPITAL  PROJECT  FUNDS  -  LANDFILL  CLOSURE 
RECEIPTS 

Short  Term  Borrowing  $600,000.00 

Total  Cash  Receipts 
Cash  Balance  7/1/02 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Short  Term  Borrowing  $600,000.00 

Retained  Percentage  $  1 4,425 .00 

Littleton  Constructions  $  1 5 ,000.00 

S.E.A.  Post  Closure  Monitoring  &  Other  Assistance  $9,747.86 
Total  Cash  Disbursements 

Less:  Retained  Percentage 
Less:  Warrants  Payable  6/30/03 


Cash  Balance  6/30/03 


SEWER  ENTERPRISE  FUNDS  -  FY  2003 

RECEIPTS 

User  Fees 

$162,623.13 

Assessments 

$0.00 

Interest  on  Late  Payments 

$450.80 

By-Law  Books 

$10.00 

Application  Fees 

$225.00 

Connection  Fees 

$1,550.00 

Drainlayers  Permits 

$450.00 

Sale  of  Inventory 

$0.00 

Earnings  on  Investments 

$8,894.90 

Departmental  Revenue 

$774.00 

Total  FY  2003  Revenues 

FY03  Revenue  Received  Not  Yet  Due 

($990.03) 

FY04  Revenue  Received  Not  Yet  Due 

$1,147.30 

Total  Cash  Receipts 

Cash  Balance  7/1/02 

FY  2003 

$600,000.00 

$102,103.92 

$702,103.92 


$639,172.86 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$639,172.86 

$62,931.06 

$702,103.92 


$174,977.83 

$175,135.10 

$594,713.99 

$769,849.09 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

Salary  &  Wages 
Expenditures 
Capital  Outlay 
Annual  Capital  Expense 
Indirect  Costs  (Transfer  to  General  Fund) 
Total  Cash  Disbursements 


$47,926.95 

$107,438.10 

$237.00 

$17,463.14 

$8,000.00 

$181,065.19 


Less:  Warrants  Payable  6/30/03 


($6,530.77) 

$174,534.42 


Cash  Balance  6/30/03 


$595,314.67 


$769,849.09 


TOWN  OF  DIGHTON 
SEWER  ENTERPRISE 
FISCAL  YEAR  2003 

BUDGET  ENTRIES 


REVENUES 

BUDGET 

ACTUAL 

DIFFERENCE 

User  Fees 

$165,000.00 

$162,623.13 

($2,376.87) 

Interest 

$470.00 

$450.80 

($19.20) 

By-Law  Books 

$40.00 

$10.00 

($30.00) 

Application  Fees 

$525.00 

$225.00 

($300.00) 

Connection  Fees 

$6,300.00 

$1,550.00 

($4,750.00) 

Drain  Layers  Permits 

$825.00 

$450.00 

($375.00) 

Permits 

$525.00 

$0.00 

($525.00) 

Earnings  on  Investments 

$14,000.00 

$8,894.90 

($5,105.10) 

Miscellaneous  Revenues 

$315.00 

$774.00 

$459.00 

Total  Receipts 

$188,000.00 

$174,977.83 

($13,022.17) 

EXPENDITURES: 

Sewer  Budget 

$312,332.00 

$173,065.19 

$139,266.81 

Transfer  to  General  Fund 

$8,000.00 

$8,000.00 

$0.00 

Total  Budget 

$320,332.00 

$181,065.19 

$139,266.81* 

*$72,536.86  Closed  to  Retained  Earnings  for  Capital  Purposes 


UNRESERVED  FUND  BALANCE 
Unreserved  Fund  Balance  7/1/02 
Revenues 
Expenditures 

Closed  to  Retained  Earn,  for  Cap.  Purposes 
Unreserved  Fund  Balance  6/30/03 


$399,765.81 

$174,977.83 

($181,065.19) 

($72,536.86) 

$321,141.59 


UNRESERVED  FUND  BALANCE 

Balance  7/1/02 

Unfavorable  Revenues 

Favorable  Expenditures 

Closed  to  Retained  Earn,  for  Cap.  Purposes 

Retained  Earnings  Voted  ATM  6/20/02 

Unreserved  Fund  Balance  6/30/03 


$399,765.81 

($13,022.17) 

$139,266.81 

($72,536.86) 

($132,332.00) 

$321,141.59 


RETAINED  EARNINGS  FOR  CAPITAL  PURPOSE 

Balance  7/1/02  $194,033.15 

Closed  FY  2003  $72,536.86 

Balance  6/30/03  $266,570.01 


Retained  Earnings  Certified  by  the  Bureau  of  Accounts  of  October  28,  2002  was  $399,765.00. 
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TRUST  FUNDS  -  FY  2003 

NON-EXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS 
RECEIPTS 

Donations: 

$0.00 

Total  Cash  Receipts 
Cash  Balance  7/1/02 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Cash  Balance  6/30/03 


EXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS 


RECEIPTS 

Earnings  on  Investments: 

Cemeteries  Perpetual  Care  $35 1 .7 1 

Charles  Chase  School  Fund  $52.91 

Library  Founders  Memorial  Fund  $44.00 

Law  Enforcement  $2.65 

Total  Cash  Receipts 
Cash  Balance  7/1/02 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Cemeteries-Maintenance  &  Care  $505.63 

Charles  Chase-Scholarships  $50.00 

Total  Cash  Disbursements 
Cash  Balance  6/30/03 


OTHER  TRUST  FUNDS 
RECEIPTS 

Earnings  on  Investments: 
Stabilization  Fund 
Unemployment  Fund 
Call  Firefighters  Dis.  Fund 


$9,711.19 

$465.90 

$161.82 


$0.00 

$20,584.25 

$20,584.25 

$20,584.25 

$20,584.25 


$451.27 

$3,061.33 

$3,512.60 

$555.63 

$2,956.97 

$3,512.60 
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$300,777.56 


$311,116.47 

$565,930.43 


Other  Receipts: 

Transfers  from  General  Fund 
Total  Cash  Receipts 
Cash  Balance  7/1/02 


$877,046.90 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Unemployment 

Transfers  to  General  Fund-Stabilization 
Total  Cash  Disbursements 


$0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 


Cash  Balance  6/30/03 


$877,046.90 

$877,046.90 
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AGENCY  FUNDS  -  FY  2003 


RECEIPTS 

Federal  Withholding  Tax 

$209,641.89 

Medicare  Withholding  Tax 

$22,284.00 

State  Withholding  Tax 

$100,236.92 

County  Retirement  Withholdings 

$132,747.76 

Group  Insurance  Deductions 

$149,648.19 

Concord  Life  Insurance  Withholdings 

$2,854.81 

AFLAC  Withholdings 

$1,706.40 

Union  Dues  -  Highway 

$1,555.75 

Union  Dues  -  Police 

$3,640.00 

Union  Dues  -  Fire 

$1,500.00 

Miscellaneous  Deductions 

$243.64 

Deferred  Compensation  Withholdings 

$42,027.02 

Obra  Withholdings 

$19,625.86 

Comm,  of  Mass.  -  Fish  &  Game  Licenses 

$3,575.50 

Comm,  of  Mass.  -  FID  Licenses 

$1,818.75 

County  of  Bristol  -  Sale  of  Dogs 

$0.00 

County  of  Bristol  -  Dog  Licenses 

$740.75 

Off  Duty  Work  Detail  -  Police 

$136,000.18 

Off  Duty  Work  Detail  -  Fire 

$10,094.00 

Group  Insurance  Receipts 

$43,986.89 

Unclaimed  Items 

$637.67 

Performance  Bonds 

$3,525.96 

Performance  Bonds  Refund 

($14,081.71) 

Forest  Hills  -  Engineering 

$17.80 

Sandpiper  Estates  -  Engineering 

$7.60 

Total  Cash  Receipts 

Cash  Balance  7/1/02 

AGENCY  FUNDS 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Federal  Withholding  Tax 

$209,552.57 

Medicare  Withholding  Tax 

$22,271.52 

State  Withholding  Tax 

$100,194.11 

County  Retirement  Withholdings 

$143,019.78 

Group  Insurance  Deductions 

$150,283.71 

Concord  Life  Insurance  Withholdings 

$2,866.44 

AFLAC  Withholdings 

$1,706.40 

Union  Dues  -  Highway 

$1,447.05 

$874,035.63 

$225,347.21 

$1,099,382.84 
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Union  Dues  -  Police 

$3,360.00 

Union  Dues  -  Fire 

$1,400.00 

Miscellaneous  Deductions 

$243.64 

Deferred  Compensation  Withholdings 

$42,027.02 

Obra  Withholdings 

$19,561.28 

Comm,  of  Mass.  -  Fish  &  Game  Licenses 

$3,644.75 

Comm,  of  Mass.  -  FID  Licenses 

$1,712.50 

County  of  Bristol  -  Sale  of  Dogs 

$0.00 

County  of  Bristol  -  Dog  Licenses 

$490.00 

Off  Duty  Work  Detail  -  Police 

$138,206.81 

Off  Duty  Work  Detail  -  Fire 

$10,094.00 

Group  Insurance  Receipts 

$42,896.43 

Unclaimed  Items 

$630.58 

Performance  Bonds 

$0.00 

TRANSFERS 

Transfer  Balance  from  Agency  Funds  -  Sewer  Forest  Hills  53G  $935.64 

Transfer  Balance  from  Agency  Funds  -  Sewer  Sandpiper  53G  $399.58 

Total  Cash  Disbursements 

$896,943.81 

Less:  Warrants  Payable  6/30/03 

($14,675.44) 

$882,268.37 

Cash  Balance  6/30/03 

$217,114.47 

$1,099,382.84 

HH-CIIU  V  K.M»UJ«2C - KKLlXliUia - JUJU1KIU - IIJIUI _ MI/III  ;K..1K _ 1  1  BMIU  »  w>  _ -llUHi  ' .  •  l.lliMV 
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MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS  ANALYSIS 
06/30/02 
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Totals  $211,690.08  $44,166.97  $0.00  $167,523.11 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED 
2003 


Albert  Anthony  Peterson 
Dennis  PeterRoy,  Jr. 
Madeline  MarionLatessa 
SarahSample 
Emma  AGuillemette 
DorothyCatabia 
Antoinette  MarySilvia 
Eugene  PaulJesse 
Elizabeth  LRose 


Beatrice  Vieira 
Deolinda  Sebastiao 
Beatrice  Anderson 
Joseph  E.  Sample 
Celeste  V.  Fernandes 
John  Frederick  Rose 
Thomas  J.  McEvoy 
Francis  Joseph  Posca 


Lyn-Jean 
Rita  A.  Teixeira 
Patricia  Ann  Sousa 
Carol  Deslauriers 
Clinton  N.  Ashley 
David  Braun 


Jose  Carreiro  Carvalho 
Gerald  Francis  Mumford 
Theodore  W.  Albert 
Anne  S.  Sullivan 


Leo  J;  Gagnon 
Mary  Hillow 
Louis  Davis 
George  Henry  Catabia 
Joseph  Thomas  White 
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JUNE 


1 

Roger  Frederic  Lee 

82 

3 

Lawrence  A.  Marcotte 

86 

6 

Irene  A.  Pichette 

77 

7 

Alfred  Rogers  Fisher 

84 

19 

Sandra  Jane  Andrade 

52 

20 

Verda  May  Kleinschmidt 

86 

21 

Joao  Agostinho  Camara 

79 

22 

Iva  C.  Soule 

78 

29 

Mary  E.  LeForrest 

84 

JULY 

5 

Mark  Thomas  Vermilyea 

54 

12 

Walter  Earl  Jones  Sr 

77 

31 

Norma  R.  Cottrell 

71 

AUGUST 

10 

Erin  M.  Danis 

17 

18 

Janice  Neely 

63 

28 

Wilhelmina  Doris  Moitoza 

92 

30 

Kevin  P.  Casey 

54 

SEPTEMBER 

14 

Helen  Theresa  Rodrigues 

72 

14 

Peter  V.  Steele 

54 

23 

Marie  Ellen  Cummings 

67 

27 

Joseph  Perry,  Jr. 

74 

OCTOBER 

12 

Sr.  Madeleine  Vaillot 

96 

19 

Alfred  E.  Cook 

74 

19 

Penny  Lord 

56 

22 

Evelyn  Mendoza 

82 

NOVEMBER 

20 

Evelyn  White 

81 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED 

2003 

FEBRUARY 

22  Mark  Craig  Kopchell  of  Dighton  MA  and  Amy  Gaspar  Sahlin  of  Dighton  MA 

MARCH 

22  Scott  Brian  Levesque  of  No.  Dighton  MA  and  Kimberly  Ann  Enos  of  No.  Dighton 
MA 

APRIL 

12  Fernando  Medeiros  of  Dighton  MA  and  Theresa  M.  Costa  of  Dighton  MA 
MAY 

26  Andrew  Michael  Zucco  of  No.  Dighton  M  A  and  Olivia  Christine  Rountree  of  Lakeville 

MA 

31  Michael  James  Ribeiro  of  Dighton  MA  and  Jessica  Ann  Rosa  of  Dighton  MA 
31  Daniel  James  Chiavaroli  of  Rehoboth  MA  and  Heidi  Lynn  Anuszczyk  of  Dighton 
MA 
JUNE 

07  Andrew  Gedeon  Maguy  of  Dighton  MA  and  Stephanie  Lynn  Collins  of  Dighton 
MA 

14  Douglas  Paul  Roy  of  Dighton  MA  and  Christine  Arrugo  of  Dighton  MA 
21  Jason  Andrew  Bettencourt  of  Rehoboth  MA  and  Aimee  Leigh  Haynes  of  Rehoboth 
MA 

21  Jesse  Calvin  Morrison  of  Quincy  MA  and  Meghan  Driscoll  Hoye  of  Quincy  MA 
21  O.  Raymond  Gagnon,  Jr.  of  Dighton  MA  and  Mary  Ellen  Callagee  of  Rehoboth  MA 

28  Matthew  Booth  Gardner  of  No.  Dighton  MA  and  Lisa  Beth  Barrowclough  of  No. 

Dighton  MA 

28  Robert  Charles  McCracken  of  Seekonk  MA  and  Shirley  Ann  Pereira  of  Seekonk 
MA 

JULY 

03  David  Brian  Auclair  of  No.  Dighton  MA  and  Kerrie  Ann  Samson  of  No.  Dighton 
MA 

19  Matthew  Robert  Arguin  of  New  Bedford  MA  and  Sarah  Ann  Racine  of  No.  Dighton 
MA 

19  Anthony  Lee  Linden  of  No.  Dighton  MA  and  Gina  Lorina-Baker  of  Middleboro 
MA 

19  Orlando  Silva  Fernandes  of  Dighton  MA  and  Jennifer  Ann  Souza  of  No.  Dighton 
MA 

OCTOBER 

04  Joseph  T.  Baker  of  No.  Dighton  MA  and  Michelle  Branco  of  No.  Dighton  MA 
04  Chad  LaFrance  of  Berkley  MA  and  Ellen  E.  Creel  of  Berkley  MA 
04  Kenneth  M.  O’Leary  of  Taunton  MA  and  Kristine  Michelle  Ruscetta  of  Taunton 

MA 

18  Christopher  Michael  Weakley  of  No.  Dighton  MA  and  Brianne  Nicole  Cybulski  of 
No.  Dighton  MA 
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BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


The  Assessors  Office  had  an  especially  busy  year  in  2003.  The  Town  of  Dighton  went 
through  a  tri-annual  revaluation  of  all  properties. 

The  cycle  began  with  submission  of  a  work  plan  of  our  goal.  Mr.  Long  met  with  a 
representative  of  the  D.O.R.  to  review  our  plan  and  schedule  of  events.  The  plan  was  accepted 
by  the  D.O.R.  Sales  analysis  was  completed  by  4/1/03  with  value  review  completion  by 
5/30/03.  The  D.O.R.  reviewed  data  on  8/6/03,  preliminary  certification  received  by  D.O.R. 
on  10/26/03,  followed  by  public  disclosure  from  1 1/3/03  through  1 1/7/03.  Final  certification 
received  on  11/18/03. 

Classification  hearing  for  town  and  districts  was  held  on  11/19/03  and  “tax  shift”  of 
1.75  adopted  for  the  town.  All  materials  were  forwarded  to  the  D.O.R.  following  classifica¬ 
tions  hearing  and  the  tax  rate  for  FY  2004  was  certified  on  12/16/03. 

The  increases  in  valuation,  although  not  unexpected,  were  high  and  consistent  to  the 
area  and  the  state  as  a  whole. 

Residential  properties  increased  by  42%  while  commercial  increased  14%.  With  the 
maximum  shift  allowed  to  C.I.R  the  residential  sector  bore  much  more  of  the  tax  levy  then  in 
the  past.  The  average  value  of  residential  property  went  from  $166,000  to  $235,000  (42%). 
Taxes  rose  an  average  of  4.5%,  some  higher  due  to  style  or  neighborhood  of  homes. 

The  hardest  hit  sector  of  our  community  has  been  the  fixed  income  elderly.  I  have 
received  many  calls  regarding  the  hardship  the  increased  taxes  have  put  on  them. 

The  tax  increase  would  have  been  more  severe  had  it  not  been  for  the  many  new,  large, 
high  priced  homes  being  built  in  Dighton.  There  are  many  more  homes  on  the  “Boards”  as 
well,  to  share  the  expense  of  operating  the  town.  Hopefully  the  need  to  build  new  schools 
will  not  come  to  soon. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  voters  of  Dighton  for  allowing  me  to  serve  you  for  1 7  years,  as  I 
came  on  the  board  in  March  of  1986. 1  have  enjoyed  being  of  service.  Our  doors  are  always 
open  to  the  taxpayer. 

Much  appreciation  to  our  office  manager,  Carol  Beauregard  and  part-time  assistant, 
Helen  Kadlec  for  a  great  job  under  trying  times. 

Respectfully, 

David  J.  Long 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  sent  out  informational  flyers  with  the  updates  for  trash, 
recycling  and  the  transfer  station. 

We  have  the  services  of  a  public  nurse,  on  a  call/contractual  basis,  to  assist  us  in  the 
increasingly  complex  area  of  public  health. 

The  Board  thanks  the  following  individuals  and  departments  for  their  support  in 
addressing  the  variety  of  problems  that  are  reported  to  this  office: 

Chief  Jeff  Allie  and  the  Fire  Depart.  Joseph  Lawrence,  Building  Inspector 

Supt.  Paul  DeMoura  and  the  Highway  Dept.  Thomas  Ross,  Electrical  Inspector 
Capt.  Gary  Sanson  and  the  Police  Dept.  Paul  Hoffshire,  Animal  Inspector 

Donald  French,  Plumbing  Ms.  Alice  Souza  &  The  Council  on  Aging 

Ms.  Joy  Bannister,  Dog  Officer,  Animal  Control 
Ms.  Denise  Wilkins 

Three  individuals  presently  share  the  duties  of  the  Health  Agent: 

Mr.  James  Brophy,  health  and  sanitary  inspections 

Mr.  Joseph  Pacheco,  percolation  tests 

Ms.  Alice  Souza,  domestic  concerns  of  the  elderly 

The  Board  wishes  to  thank  Annette  Wertz  and  Glenna  Smith  for  help  in  the  day-to-day 
operations  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  no  significant  public  health  problems  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Frank  G.  Costa,  Chairman 
Gene  Nelson 
Richard  Hegeman 
Board  of  Health 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


Two  hundred  ninety-nine  Building  Permits  were  issued  for  2003. 

New  Homes . 59 

Additions  or  Alterations . 123 

Large  Accessory  Buildings . 9 

Commercial  Buildings . 4 

Garages . 14 

Schools . 0 

Religious . 0 

Swimming  Pools . 25 

Wood  Stoves . 6 

Temporary  Mobile  Homes . 1 

Razing . 12 

Miscellaneous . 47 

(fences,  small  buildings,  decks,  signs,  etc.) 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  secretaries  in  our  office,  our  Fire 
Chief,  Jeffrey  Allie  along  with  the  Health  Agent,  James  Brophy,  and  all  others  who  have 
assisted  me  in  any  way. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  A.  Lawrence 

Building  Inspector 
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BRISTOL  COUNTY  MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PROJECT 

JANUARY  1, 2003  —  DECEMBER  31, 2003 


On  June  30,  2003  the  Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control  Project  completed  forty-four 
years  of  service  to  the  cities  and  towns  of  Bristol  County. 

The  mosquito  control  project  works  year-round  in  its  efforts  to  reduce  mosquito 
breeding  sites  and  adult  mosquito  populations.  The  Project  uses  several  different  measures 
of  control  in  its  never-ending  fight  against  mosquitos. 

Spring  and  Summer  Larviciding  -  To  reduce  the  emergence  of  adult  mosquitoes  in 
areas  where  mosquito  larvae  are  present. 

Catch  Basin  Treatment  -  To  stop  mosquito  emergence  from  rain-filled  catch  basins 
and  storm  drains. 

Light  Trapping  Program  -  To  monitor  mosquito  populations  as  to  their  type  and 
number  -  a  program  necessary  in  encephalitis  surveillance.  Light  trapping  of  mosquitoes 
is  also  useful  to  determine  what  areas  have  nuisance  populations  of  mosquitoes  and  should 
be  sprayed. 

Water  Management  -  A  year  round  endeavor  to  clean  and  construct  mosquito  drain¬ 
age  ditches  in  lowland  swamps  to  reduce  breeding  sites  for  mosquito  larvae. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control  Project  to  use  pesticides  that  are 
environmentally  safe  so  that  the  safety  of  the  people  and  environment  are  not  jeopardized. 
We  use  as  many  of  the  biological  insecticides  as  are  practical  with  the  environmental  condi¬ 
tions  present  in  the  New  England  area.  We  are  presently  using  three  different  formulations 
of  B.T.I.  in  our  larval  control  program. 

i 

All  of  our  spray  equipment  is  calibrated  periodically  in  order  to  insure  that  dosage 
rates  remain  at  safe  levels  but  are  adequate  to  reduce  mosquito  populations.  The  operators 
of  our  spray  equipment  are  state  licensed  pesticide  applicators  that  are  required  to  attend 
classes  on  pesticide  safety  on  a  yearly  basis. 

During  the  time  period  January  1,  2003  —  December  31,  2003  the  Bristol  County 
Mosquito  Control  Project  in  Dighton: 

•  Sprayed  over  3,045  acres 

•  Treated  20.8  acres  in  24  locations  with  BTI  for  mosquito  larvae 

•  Received  243  requests  for  spraying 

•  Cleared  and  reclaimed  3, 100  feet  of  brush 
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In  a  cooperative  program  with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  the 
Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control  Project  has  been  trapping  mosquitoes  throughout  Bristol 
County.  As  of  October  3 1 , 2003,  there  were  thirteen  isolates  of  West  Nile  Virus,  two  isolates 
of  Eastern  Equine  Encephalitis  and  three  isolates  of  Highlands  Jay  Virus  from  mosquitoes. 
One  horse  contracted  WNV  and  three  others  contracted  EEE.  There  were  two  human  cases 
of  WNV. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  town  officials  and  the  people  of  Dighton  for  their  continued 
support  and  cooperation  and  look  forward  to  serving  them  in  the  coming  year.  Should 
anyone  have  a  question  as  to  what  might  be  done  to  relieve  a  mosquito  problem  in  their 
area,  whether  it  is  water  management  work,  treatment  of  a  breeding  site,  or  just  having  an 
area  checked,  please  feel  free  to  call  our  office. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wayne  Andrews,  Superintendent 
December  31,  2003 

Commissioners; 

Gordon  W.  Wolfe,  Chairman 
William  L.  Glass,  MD 
Arthur  F.  Tobin 
Daniel  B.  Amorim 
Gregory  D.  Dorrance 
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DIGHTON  CABLE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


Town  Cable  Budget . $300.00 

Studio  &  Studio  Maintenance . 300.00 

Balance . 00.00 


With  the  help  of  the  Cable  Committee  members,  the  studio  in  the  Dighton  Town  Hall 
is  complete.  We  now  have  cameras  in  both  the  Selectmen’s  meeting  room  and  the  lower 
level  hearing  room.  The  meeting  room  can  also  be  used  to  film  local  programming  with 
playback  in  the,  soon  to  be  completed,  studio  in  Berkley.  We  encourage  citizens  to  make 
use  of  these  studios. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  Olney,  Chairman 
Roberta  Perry 
James  Ready 
Mark  Homer 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 


Charles  C.  Hoffshire  took  care  of  the  mowing  in  the  cemeteries.  Extra  mowing  was 
necessary  because  of  the  amount  of  rainy  weather  this  past  year. 

Services  from  the  Bristol  County  Work  Release  Program  were  used  to  clean  cemeteries 
under  the  direction  of  David  Phillips,  Graves  Officer  for  the  Veterans. 

The  Highway  Department  helped  with  the  disposing  of  the  brush  from  the  cemeter¬ 
ies. 

Boy  Scouts  once  again  worked  in  the  cemeteries  to  earn  their  Eagle  Scout  Badge  and 
we  thank  them  for  their  continued  help. 

Surveying  and  laying  out  of  the  Riverside  Avenue  Cemetery  have  been  completed.  We 
hope  after  all  the  legal  work  is  completed  that  plots  will  be  available  this  coming  year. 

More  money  could  be  used,  but  we  do  the  best  we  can  with  what  is  available. 

We  wish  to  thank  everyone  who  has  assisted  us  during  the  past  year 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  Morton 
Elaine  Varley,  Clerk 
Thomas  Ferry 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  DIGHTON 
CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  Dighton  Conservation  is  given  charge  of  wetlands  protection  in  the  Town  of  Digh¬ 
ton.  The  Commission  follows  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act  as  written  by  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  and  our  own  Bylaws  approved  at  Town  Meeting. 

In  general,  anyone  who  intends  to  alter  wetland  areas,  land  within  100  feet  of  any 
wetland  or  within  200  feet  of  any  stream  must  apply  to  the  Conservation  Commission  prior 
to  such  activity.  This  application  is  done  through  written  application  of  a  Notice  of  Intent 
or  a  Request  for  Determination  Applicability.  In  each  case  a  public  hearing  is  held  and  site 
inspection  made  before  decision  is  rendered.  In  all  cases  State  Regulations  and  local  Bylaws 
are  determining  factors  in  that  decision. 

The  2003  calendar  year  continued  to  be  very  active  for  the  Commission  with  approxi¬ 
mately  40  filings.  In  order  for  the  Commission  to  carry  out  its  responsibilities,  a  Conservation 
Agent  was  hired  on  a  part  time  basis.  Her  work  enables  the  Commission  to  serve  the  Town 
in  an  undiminished  capacity  as  the  workload  increases.  The  Agent’s  main  tasks  include  field 
inspections  and  reviewing  applications  as  well  as  responses  to  those  applications. 

The  Commissioners,  all  serving  as  appointed  officials,  will  continue  to  see  a  high 
rate  of  activity  within  Town  as  urban  sprawl  continues.  We  will  continue  with  diligence  to 
protect  our  wetlands  according  to  regulations. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

William  Frenette 
Charles  Mello 
Frances  Crawford 
James  Digits 
Nicholas  Santore 

Dighton  Conservation  Commissioners 
Lisa  Caledonia,  Agent 
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COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
2003  ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  Dighton  Council  on  Aging  (DCOA)  has  been  in  existence  since  1973  when  it  was 
authorized  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting.  We  were  delighted  to  celebrate  our  30th  Anniversary 
this  year!  Our  funds  are  appropriated  through  the  Annual  Town  Meeting.  Prime  Time,  our 
supportive  day  program  for  elders,  is  self-supporting  and  funded  solely  by  special  grants, 
trust  awards,  donations  and  privately  paying  individuals.  Prime  Time  utilizes  no  town  funds 
to  operate.  We  are  very  proud  of  the  genuine  distinguished  service  we  bring  to  our  com¬ 
munity,  and  communities  around  us,  with  our  Prime  Time  Program. 

The  Dighton  Council  on  Aging  office,  located  at  Lincoln  Village,  is  open  five  days  a 
week  from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  Prime  Time,  located  in  the  rear  of  the  Dighton  Town  Hall, 
is  open  Monday  through  Friday  from  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Feel  free  to  call  either  office  if 
we  can  possibly  be  of  service  to  you. 

Both,  the  Council  on  Aging  and  Prime  Time,  are  governed  by  the  Council  on  Aging 
Board,  which  is  made  up  of  nine  members  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Our 
meetings  are  generally  held  on  the  second  Thursday  of  each  month,  with  the  exception 
of  February,  July  and  August,  and  are  held  according  to  the  Open  Meeting  Law.  All  are 
welcome  to  attend. 

The  year  2003  brought  with  it  many  of  the  usual  challenges.  One  significant  challenge 
has  been  the  attempt  to  undertake  the  project  of  an  addition  to  our  Prime  Time  facility.  With 
our  relocation  into  the  abandoned  kindergarten  building,  space  has  been  at  a  premium.  We 
are  constantly  searching  for  ways  to  raise  money  to  carry  out  this  project.  Donations  are 
always  welcome. 

We  are  proud  to  announce  that  Prime  Time  celebrated  its  9th  year  of  operation.  At 
Prime  Time  we  promote  openness,  sharing,  laughter  and  understanding,  all  in  a  homelike 
setting.  Prime  Time  offers  elders  the  opportunity  to  socialize,  enjoy  breakfast,  a  hot,  nutritious 
lunch  and  afternoon  snack  along  with  their  peers.  Various  activities  are  offered  throughout 
the  day.  Our  goal  is  to  foster  personal  enrichment  and  to  promote  the  highest  level  of  social 
functioning  in  a  safe,  caring  and  nurturing  environment.  Our  staff  is  devoted,  caring  and 
creative  and  benefit  greatly  from  receiving  as  much  love  as  they  give. 

Presently  there  are  thirty  clients  enrolled  in  our  Prime  Time  Program.  Most  clients 
attend  five  days  a  week,  while  others  attend  one,  two  or  more,  depending  on  their  individual 
circumstances.  Prime  Time  has  been  a  vehicle  which  offers  seniors  a  way  of  maintaining 
their  dignity  and  independence  while  still  remaining  in  their  homes  and  community.  Our 
Prime  Time  Program  has  received  a  grant  to  extend  the  daily  hours  of  operation  from  3:00 
p.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  This  extra  hour  per  day  is  especially  advantageous  to  the  caregivers  of  our 
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Prime  Time  guests.  It  allows  them  a  little  extra  time  to  get  home  from  work  and  prevents 
their  loves  ones  from  returning  to  an  empty  house.  Thus  reducing  stress.  This  extended  hour 
is  being  made  possible  through  a  grant  provided  through  the  Bristol  Elder  Services. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  two  new  Senior  Aides  to  our  Prime  Time  family,  Helen 
Costa  and  James  Wardon.  Helen  has  been  volunteering  at  Prime  Time  for  as  long  as  it’s  been 
in  existence  so  we  already  knew  her  and  loved  her  long  before  she  came  on  staff.  Jim  has 
been  a  terrific  asset  at  Prime  Time  by  incorporating  new  programs  that  the  men  can  enjoy. 

This  year  we  are  also  pleased  to  welcome  two  new  staff  members,  Jerry  Tooley  and 
Edith  Collishaw.  Jerry  is  such  a  great  help  at  Prime  Time  in  the  area  of  maintenance  and 
is  always  ready  to  provide  us  with  a  laugh  or  two.  Edith  is  just  marvelous  at  keeping  our 
clients  active  and  stimulated.  We  are  continually  amazed  how  we  always  seem  to  find  such 
wonderful  people.  Thanks,  not  only  to  our  new  staff  members,  but  also  to  our  current  staff, 
Cathy  Phillips,  Sheila  Neu  and  Linda  Santos;  and  Senior  Aides,  Barbara  Dougherty  and 
Janet  Rowell,  Lorraine  Ferreira  for  their  invaluable  service. 

Much  appreciation  also  goes  out  to  our  many,  many  volunteers  who  play  such  a  vital 
role  in  the  success  of  our  programs.  We  couldn’t  have  done  it  without  them!  These  generous 
individuals  unselfishly  volunteered  9,966  hours  last  year  for  which  we  are  forever  grateful. 
If  we  were  to  pay  these  volunteers  minimum  wage  it  would  have  cost  the  town  $67,270.50! 
Names  will  not  be  mentioned  for  fear  of  forgetting  someone.  You  know  who  you  are;  we 
just  call  you  wonderful. 

Our  Companion  Program  continues  to  run  smoothly,  anyone  who  is  homebound  may 
call  to  arrange  for  a  home  visit.  Marge  will  be  more  than  happy  to  make  an  appointment 
with  you. 

Our  Wellness  Program  continues  to  be  successful,  and  is  offered  at  Lincoln  Village  to 
the  seniors  in  our  community  on  a  monthly  basis  and  is  incorporated  into  our  glucose  and 
blood  pressure  screenings.  The  purpose  of  our  wellness  program  is  to  inform  our  elderly 
of  various  ways  to  avoid  contracting  certain  diseases  or  conditions,  as  well  as,  how  to  cope 
with  existing  problems  and  increase  awareness  on  ways  to  avoid  certain  health  conditions. 
We  conduct  seminars,  present  educational  videos  and  provide  guest  speakers  to  educate 
our  elders  in  areas  of  support  and  prevention.  We  also  have  available  four  knowledgeable 
health  care  professionals  who  volunteer  their  services  by  monitoring  client’s  conditions  and 
providing  follow-up  visits  when  needed.  This  wellness  program  has  also  been  the  catalyst  in 
initiating  this  activity  into  our  adult  day  program.  We  present  the  same  information  offered 
at  these  wellness  clinics  to  our  adult  day  program  participants. 

The  Dighton  Council  on  Aging  continues  to  work  diligently  to  meet  the  needs  of 
those  over  sixty  years  of  age.  We  could  not  do  this  without  the  help  of  our  elected  officials, 
other  town  departments  and  also  the  citizens  of  our  town  who  always  support  us.  Thanks  for 
your  continued  cooperation  in  helping  us  meet  the  needs  of  our  elderly  population.  Last,  but 
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certainly  not  least,  we  wish  to  thank  the  Dighton  Housing  Authority  for  allowing  us  office 
space  at  Lincoln  Village  and  we  look  forward  to  another  successful  year  of  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DIGHTON  COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

Alice  E.  Souza,  Director 

Harold  Mendoza,  Chairman 

Mary  Rebello,  Secretary 

Dr.  James  Hoye 

Dr.  Walter  Johnson 

Nicholas  Santore 

Roberta  Perry 

Thomas  Ferry 

Joseph  Lawrence 

Theresa  Carpenter 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  DOG  OFFICER 

DOG  LICENSES  ISSUED  4/1/03-12/31/03 


FEMALE  5 

SPAYED  FEMALE  49 

MALE  22 

NEUTERED  MALE  22 

TOTAL  155 

KENNEL  LICENSES  ISSUED  4/1/03-12/31/03 

4  DOGS  OR  LESS  1 

10  DOGS  OR  LESS  2 

10  DOGS  OR  MORE 
TOTAL 


100 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  Dighton  Finance  Committee  conducted  twelve  meetings  during  2003.  The  meetings 
dealt  with  review  of  proposed  FY04  Budgets,  action  on  transfers,  review  of  the  articles 
for  the  annual  town  meeting  and  all  special  town  meetings,  and  review  of  articles  dealing 
with  the  disposal  of  surplus  property. 

Relative  to  budget  review,  the  committee  met  individually  with  various  boards,  depart¬ 
ment  heads,  commissioners,  and  trustees  to  determine  the  status  of  the  FY  03  budgets  and  to 
discuss  the  proposals  for  FY04.  The  committee  monitored  the  action  of  the  state  legislature 
relative  to  state  aid  to  cities,  towns,  and  regional  school  districts.  It  also  worked  closely 
with  the  assessors  to  determine  estimated  growth  and  expected  tax  revenue.  The  committee 
recommended  reductions  in  almost  all  proposed  budgets  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  Proposition  2  1/2. 

Two  members  of  the  committee  attended  training  provided  by  the  MA  Department  of 
Revenue,  Division  of  Local  Services,  entitled,  “New  Officials  Finance  Forum.: 

The  committee  wishes  to  extend  its  thanks  and  appreciation  to  all  elected  and  appointed 
officials  and  all  town  employees  for  their  assistance  and  cooperation  during  the  past  year. 
We  appreciate  the  extensive  information  provided  by  all  of  those  with  whom  we  met  to 
discuss  budget  proposals.  Our  newly  appointed  committee  learned  a  great  deal  about  the 
detailed  operation  of  each  department  and  the  various  services  provided  to  townspeople.  In 
addition,  thanks  to  residents  who  attended  meetings  and  expressed  concerns  and  support 
during  various  discussions  regarding  emergency  services. 

■ 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Edward  Swartz,  Chairman 
Nancy  Goulart,  Clerk 
William  Copeland 
Norman  Courcy 
Rena  Griffis 
Donald  Peck 
Walace  Wood 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


I  hereby  respectfully  submit  my  seventh  (7)  annual  report  for  the  Dighton  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  as  required  by  Section  42  of  Chapter  48  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Law. 

The  fire  department  responded  to  a  total  of  910  calls.  536  calls  were  for  Emergency 
Medical  Responds.  374  were  fire  related  Emergency  Fire  Service  calls. 

As  the  new  year  begins,  the  Fire  Department  is  faced  with  many  new  challenges. 
There  are  ever  increasing  demands  placed  on  the  fire  department,  not  just  in  fire  fighting  or 
Emergency  Medical  Services,  but  in  Homeland  Security,  Hazardous  Materials,  specialized 
rescue  programs,  Fire  Prevention  for  the  elderly,  and  Fire  Prevention  in  our  schools.  All  of 
these  programs  take  man  power  and  equipment.  The  fire  department  in  carrying  out  these 
programs  has  been  able,  to  some  degree,  to  acquire  some  of  the  equipment  and  materi¬ 
als  needed.  But  there  is  a  long  way  to  go.  Hopefully  in  the  near  future  we  will  be  able  to 
secure  grants  to  assist  in  these  ongoing  programs.  In  February  of  this  year,  the  Dighton  Fire 
Department  through  the  help  of  the  Block  Island  Maritime  Funding  Inc.  received  a  donated 
17  foot  rescue  boat,  motor,  and  trailer  to  be  used  by  the  Dighton  Fire  Department.  With  the 
help  of  Shaw’s  Boat  Yard  who  assisted  in  helping  make  the  arrangements  and  donation  of 
materials;  along  with  a  $3,000.00  donation  from  the  Dighton  Firefighters  Association,  we 
now  have  a  new  and  most  capable  rescue  unit. 

Again  this  year  training  programs  were  at  the  top  of  the  list  with  the  following  per- 


sonnel  participating: 

Decontamination: 

Christopher  Ready 
Christopher  Maguy 
Thomas  Medeiros 
Michael  Maguy 

Firefighter  I/II  Training: 

Irene  Allie 

Search  &  Rescue 

Jonathan  Holt 

Jason  Urban 

Rescue  Water  Supply 

Peter  Torres 

Pumps/Hydraulics: 

Christopher  Maguy 
Michael  Maguy 
Lincoln  Turner 

Flashover  Training: 

Irene  Allie 

Hazardous  Materials: 

John  Boarman 
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Structural  Fire  fighting:  Irene  Allie 

Drivers  Awareness:  Mark  Ready 

Confined  Space  Rescue:  Christopher  Maguy 

Christopher  Ready 
Peter  Torres 
Michael  Maguy 
Lori  Rego 

Also  congratulations  to  Lori  Rego  for  completing  and  passing  her  state  exam  to 
become  an  E.M.T.-  B. 

Also  the  following  personnel  completed  and  passed  the  state  exams  for  E.M.T.-Inter- 
mediate  level: 

Joseph  T.  White,  Jr. 

David  McCloud 

Constance  Ferreira 

Nicholas  Biello 

In  September  of  this  year,  Stephen  Alvarez  became  the  newest  member  of  the  Dighton 
Fire  Department  starting  his  new  career  as  a  firefighter/EMT-P.  We  wish  him  well. 

This  year  I  must  once  again  report  that  the  overcrowding  of  both  fire  stations  is  of 
great  concern.  At  the  present  time  we  are  unable  to  house  all  of  our  emergency  equipment 
inside.  Forestry  One,  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer’s  car  and  the  rescue  boat  are  all  stored 
outside  and  are  placed  out  of  service.  Both  stations  are  in  need  of  immediate  upgrading.  I 
believe  the  Town  should  look  into  a  combination  Police/Fire  station  and  that  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  appoint  a  committee  to  study  the  problem. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  men  and  women  of  the  Fire  Department  for  their  outstanding 
dedication  to  their  community  and  department.  To  Chief  Sanson  and  members  of  the  Police 
Department,  thank  you.  To  Superintendent  Paul  DeMoura  and  members  of  his  department, 
thank  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jeffrey  J.  Allie 

Chief  of  the  Fire  Department 
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DIGHTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIAL  ROSTER  AS  OF  DECEMBER  31, 2003 
ALLIE,  JEFFREY  J.,  CHIEF  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


Allie,  Irene  * 
Alvarez,  Stephen  ** 
Biello,  Nicholas  * 
Boarman,  John  * 
Burt,  Donald 
Carr,  Matthew  * 
Duddy,  James  * 
Ferry,  Thomas 
Ferreira,  Constance  * 
Fitta,  Raymond 
Gagnon,  Jeffrey 
Gingras,  David 
Gunter,  Suzanne  # 
Haberman,  William 
Holt,  Jonathan 
Horton,  Neil  ** 
Howland,  James  * 
Lynds,  Christopher  * 
Maguy,  Christopher 
Maguy,  Michael 
Marcoux,  Justin 


Marshall,  Michael 
McCloud,  David  * 

Medeiros,  Thomas  ** 

Pontes,  Stephen 
Ready,  Christopher  ** 

Ready,  Mark  * 

Reed,  Paul 
Rego,  Lori  * 

Rego,  Robert 
Roderick,  Antone  * 

Rose,  Francis 
Smus,  Joseph 
Strange,  Brian  * 

Torres,  Peter  * 

Turner,  Lincoln  * 

Urban,  Shawn 
White,  Joseph  T.,  Jr.  ** 
Wilber  Fredrick  ** 

**  Full  Time  Firemen/EMT’s 
*EMT’s 

#  Administrative  Assistant 


104 


PERMITS  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  2003 

Black  Powder . 0 

Underground  Storage . 0 

Tank  Truck  Inspections . 3 

Blasting  Permits . 9 

Building  Plan  Review . 74 

Cutting  &  Welding . 1 

Oil  Storage . 69 

L.P  Gas  Storage . 46 

Smoke  Detectors . 166 

Underground  Tank  Removal . 2 

Open  Burning  Permits . 969 

Waste  Oil . 0 

Above  Ground  Storage . 0 

Fireworks . 1 

Gasoline  Storage . 0 

Fire  Protection  System  Installation . 11 

1,351 

TOTAL  PERMITS 

Inspections  have  been  made  in  accordance  with  section  one  (1)  of  Chapter  148  of  all 
buildings  licensed  by  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


2003  was  a  busy  year  for  the  Highway  Department,  we  repaired  or  replaced  all  catch 
basins  and  manholes  on  Elm  St.  from  Estherbrooke  Ave.  to  the  town  line  in  Somerset  and 
did  the  same  on  Williams  St.  from  Center  St.  to  Main  St.  and  both  streets  were  resurfaced 
to  Main  St.  and  both  streets  were  resurfaced. 

We  did  drainage  repairs  on  a  number  of  streets  in  town  and  added  some  to  others. 

We  received  a  new  dump  truck  from  state  funds  and  a  new  sander  from  the  Dighton 
power  plant. 

As  always  we  spend  a  lot  of  time  with  tree  and  brush  clearing  along  the  road  sides. 

Trash  and  roadside  litter  are  still  a  problem  in  town  and  take  up  a  lot  of  time. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  men  of  the  highway  department,  police  and  fire  departments, 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  the  citizens  of  the  town  for  their  cooperation  and  support. 

Paul  DeMoura 

Superintendent  of  the  Highway  Department 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


The  Segreganset  School  Project  is  finally  going  to  be  finished  this  year.  Everything 
is  done  except  painting  inside  and  out,  and  this  will  have  to  wait  until  warmer  weather.  We 
hope  to  obtain  the  services  of  the  Bristol  County  Work  Release  Program  to  do  this. 

We  had  many  donations,  but  without  the  financial  support  of  the  Dighton  Lighting 
Plant,  the  school  wouldn’t  be  completed. 

We  hope  to  make  the  school  area  a  Historic  District. 

In  June,  six  more  historical  homes  were  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Com¬ 
mission  to  be  placed  on  the  State  Register. 

We  lost  another  house  to  a  developer  on  Route  138,  the  Stout  George  Briggs  House 
across  from  the  Town  Hall. 

The  Mt.  Hope-Raytheon  complex  work  is  still  on  going  to  get  this  on  the  State  Reg¬ 
ister. 

We  wish  to  thank  Town  Officials  and  townspeople  that  helped  in  anyway  during  this 
past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elaine  B.  Varley,  Chairman 
Colette  McKeon,  Secretary 
Catherine  Yelle 
Rebecca  Webster 
Jeffrey  Philbrook 
Robert  Phillips 
Wayne  Dumenigo 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  met  22  times  this  year.  Within  that  time  7  Public  hearings  were 
held.  The  Planning  Board  approved  25  form  A  plans,  subdivision  control  law  not  required. 
Four  Definitive  plans  and  three  preliminary  subdivision  plans  were  submitted  to  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Board.  The  Board  approved  a  conservation  subdivision  known  as  Andrews  Farm  on 
Pine  Street,  a  five  lot  subdivision  that  consists  of  16.5  acres.  Approximately  2.5  acres  of 
which  are  protected  contiguous  open  space  and  will  be  owned  by  the  homeowners  associa¬ 
tion.  The  Board  also  approved  Shan-Lee  Estates  on  Williams  Street,  a  10  lot  subdivision 
that  consists  of  22  acres.  There  was  a  Public  hearing  held  for  rezoning  on  Center  Street 
and  Chestnut  Street.  The  Board  also  approved  a  special  permit,  pursuant  to  section  5400  of 
the  Dighton  zoning  by  laws  for  site  plan  approval,  of  a  water  treatment  facility  located  on 
Williams  and  Walker  Street. 

The  Open  Space  sub  committee  has  finished  their  final  draft  of  the  Open  Space  Rec¬ 
reation  Plan,  which  establishes  a  vision  of  historic  preservation,  natural  resources  protec¬ 
tion  and  managed  smart  growth  and  enhanced  recreational  opportunities.  These  objectives 
and  actions  are  detailed  in  the  five  year  action  plan  which  is  available  to  all  residents  at  the 
Planning  Board  office,  Town  Clerk  or  at  the  Dighton  Public  Library. 

The  Board  would  like  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen/Board  of  Health,  Town  Clerk/ 
Treasurer,  Brenda  Herbeck,  Attorney  David  Gay  (Town  Counsel),  Attorney  Mark  Bobrowski 
(Consulting  Board  Counsel),  Engineer  Peter  Williams  (Consulting  Engineer),  the  Conserva¬ 
tion  Commission,  the  Board  of  Appeals,  Joseph  Lawrence  (Building  Inspector  and  Zoning 
Enforcing  Officer),  and  all  other  Boards  and  town  personnel  who  have  cooperated  with  us 
during  the  past  year  to  help  us  perform  efficiently  and  effectively  for  the  Town. 

The  office  is  open  Monday  through  Thursday  9:00  to  2:00  p.m.  The  Planning  Board 
meets  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  7:00  p.m.  downstairs  at  the  Town  Hall. 
The  pubic  is  invited  to  attend. 

Respectfully  Submitted 

Dighton  Planning  Board 
Kenneth  Araujo,  Chairman 
Bruce  Murphy,  Vice-Chairman 
David  Araujo,  Clerk 
Stephen  Gilbert 
Robert  Boughner 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  2003. 

Full  Time  Officers: 

Chief  Gary  T.  Sanson,  Lieutenant  Michael  F.  Rose,  Sergeants  -  Robert  L.  MacDonald, 
James  A.  Lavigne,  Patrolman  -  Douglas  P.  Roy,  Edward  F.  Dutra,  David  P.  McGuirk,  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Perry,  Cory  H.  Medeiros. 

Reserve  Officers: 

Jerome  Coelho,  Valeria  A.  Costa,  Delfin  Diosomito,  Roger  S.  Duarte,  James  Duddy, 
Ronald  Duquet,  Robert  Murray,  William  Rasmussen,  Corey  Rose,  Bradley  Steever,  Stephen 
Taylor,  Robert  Travers,  Christy  Warish,  Jo- Ann  Webster. 

Secretary  -  Karlene  Bourque 

Chaplain  -  Michael  Murray 

Janitor  -  Roland  Belanger 

The  Police  Department  took  in  the  following  revenues  and  turned  them  into  the  Town 
Account. 

License  to  Carry  (213)  $8,037.00 

Insurance  Request  (42)  $206.00 

Privately  Paid  Extra  Details  turned  into  the  Town  for  Officers  payment: 
$116,410.89. 


Calls  Responded  to:  3565 


Accidents 

177 

Missing  Persons 

1 

Alarms 

448 

Missing  Persons  Found 

1 

Arrests 

47 

Murder 

0 

Assaults 

22 

Suspicious  Activity  Calls 

133 

Assist  Civilians 

108 

Warrants/209 A/Summons 

118 

Assist  Fire  Rescue 

302 

Domestics 

62 

Assist  other  Police  Dept. 

122 

Complaints 

477 

B  &  E  Auto 

11 

Rabid  Animal  Calls 

9 

B  &  E  Building 

27 

Vandalism 

115 

Larceny 

78 

Misc.  Calls 

885 

911  Calls 

1073 
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Our  Full  Time  Officers  re-certified  in  CPR,  1st  Responder  and  In  Service.  All  veteran 
Reserves  re-certified  in  CPR,  1st  responder  and  firearms.  All  Officers  were  trained  in  the  use 
of  A.E.D.’s  (Automated  External  Defibrillator.) 

The  Dighton  D.A.R.E.  Program  graduated  103  students  from  the  core  curriculum  Pro¬ 
gram  this  year  and  also  conducted  classes  in  grades  K-4.  In  July  we  held  the  eighth  annual 
golf  tournament  with  great  success.  The  funds  collected  from  the  tournament  along  with 
funds  received  from  selling  the  D.A.R.E.  car  assisted  in  continuing  the  D.A.R.E.  Program. 
This  year  we  did  not  receive  funding  from  the  State  for  the  D.A.R.E  Program.  D.A.R.E 
continued  to  supply  the  Middle  School  students  with  D.A.R.E  Agenda  books  which  are  great 
organizational  tools.  Hopefully  the  D.A.R.E.  Program  will  continue  this  year  if  funding 
can  be  obtained.  Patrolman  Dutra  would  like  to  thank  fellow  officers  of  the  Dighton  Police 
Department,  the  D-R  School  District,  Dighton  PTO,  Dighton  Police  Association,  Hooked 
on  Sports,  Bank  of  Fall  River,  G.  Lopes  Construction,  American  Auto  Auction  and  all  other 
businesses  along  with  citizens  of  Dighton  for  their  continued  support. 

The  Dighton  Police  Department  conducted  the  following  programs: 

Bus  safety  was  presented  to  the  following  schools: 

Dighton  Elementary 

Dighton  Middle  School 

Bristol  Agricultural  School 

Halloween  Safety  @  Elementary  School 

Fingerprinting  students  @  Elementary  School 

We  have  been  successful  in  receiving  grants  that  we  applied  for  from  both  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government  and  the  State.  In  the  past  year  the  following  Grant  Money  was  received: 
$33,440.00  State  Grant  for  the  Community  Policing  Program;  $20,500.00  State  Grant  for 
Public  Safety  Equipment.  We  also  received  a  new  breathalyzer  unit  through  funding  received 
from  the  state. 

Since  the  attacks  on  the  WTC  towers  on  September  11,  2001  feeling  safe  and  secure 
has  been  a  high  concern  of  both  young  and  old.  With  increasing  concerns  of  more  terror¬ 
ist  attacks  on  the  United  States  our  department  has  trained  the  officers  and  purchased  the 
equipment  necessary  to  better  provide  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  with  a  safer  place 
to  live.  Now  better  equipped  and  trained  our  Department  is  capable  to  provide  maximum 
security  to  its  citizens.  We  have  increased  patrols  of  our  streets,  playgrounds  walk  ways  etc. 
Most  of  the  funding  for  the  equipment,  training  and  increased  patrols  were  made  possible 
through  State  Grant  Funding. 

During  the  past  year  the  Officers  of  the  Dighton  Police  Department  have  gone  through 
extensive  training  to  prepare  for  and  meet  the  challenges  that  they  will  face  in  the  upcoming 
times  of  Society. 
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Our  department  continues  to  be  trained  in  and  continues  to  use  the  Automated  External 
Defibrillators  and  Oxygen  Tanks.  This  equipment  will  hopefully  enhance  the  possibility  of 
saving  a  life  should  someone  go  into  cardiac  arrest.  Usually  the  Police  Cruisers  are  first  on 
the  scene  at  such  a  critical  moment.  Now,  with  the  aid  of  the  AED’s  and  oxygen  we  will  be 
better  prepared  for  such  a  call  and  hopefully  make  a  significant  difference  in  saving  a  life. 
Other  equipment  purchased  through  grant  funding  this  year  has  been:  Child  Identification 
Fingerprint  Books;  Supplies  for  the  D.A.R.E.  Program;  Supplies  for  the  Safety  Programs 
conducted  at  the  local  schools  for  our  children  of  our  community;  stop  sticks;  printers  for 
the  computers  in  the  department;  trunk  organizers  for  the  cruisers;  digital  camera;  three 
radar  units  for  the  cruisers;  Internet  Service  for  the  Dighton  Police  Station;  OSHA  Training 
video’s;  In-the-line-of-duty  Training  Video’s;  eight  hand  held  portable  radio’s  and  many 
other  items  purchased  solely  for  the  purpose  of  safety  and  security  in  mind. 

At  this  time  I  would  like  to  thank  our  dispatchers  for  their  dedication,  help  and 
cooperation  over  the  past  year.  The  Department’s  goal  for  the  up  coming  year  should  be  to 
continue  to  upgrade  our  systems  and  see  that  proper  training  is  accomplished  in  both  our 
Police  Department  and  Communications  Center,  in  hope  to  keep  Dighton  a  safe  and  low 
crime  town  as  we  have  known  in  the  past.  This  year  we  hired  a  fourth  full  time  dispatcher. 
This  helps  in  the  scheduling  aspect  of  the  dispatch  center. 

A  wonderful  and  much  needed  appointment  to  the  Dighton  Police  Department  this 
year  was  a  Department  Chaplain.  Chaplain  Michael  Murray  joined  our  department  this  year 
and  volunteers  all  his  services.  Chaplain  Murray  responds  to  all  critical  incidents  in  town 
and  offers  assistance  to  all  that  need  it.  Thank  you  Chaplain  Murray  for  all  your  help,  you 
are  a  tremendous  asset  to  our  department. 

I  would  like  to  request  your  continued  support  to  aid  us  in  fighting  crime,  because 
without  a  joint  effort  from  all  of  us  we  may  never  be  able  to  bridge  the  gap  between  law 
enforcement  and  crime  and  it’s  control.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  your  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  to  report  anything  you  may  believe  to  be  suspicious  in  nature  or  out  of  the  ordinary 
in  behavior.  Dial  911  for  emergencies  to  Stop  a  Crime,  Save  a  Life,  Report  a  Fire.  You  may 
use  669-67 1 1  for  all  other  business. 

I  request  the  continued  support  of  all  as  we  face  the  increasingly  complex  changes  of 
the  future.  I  wish  to  send  my  condolence  to  all  those  who  lost  a  love  one  in  the  past  year.  I 
wish  to  thank  all  department  personnel  for  their  professional  and  dedicated  support  to  the 
Dighton  Police  Department,  all  of  you  ensured  safety  and  security  throughout  the  town. 
I  would  also  like  to  thank  our  Town  Officials  and  Employees,  State,  County,  and  Federal 
Employees  we  work  with.  I  thank  the  American  Auction  for  their  continuation  of  recon¬ 
ditioning  our  cruisers.  I  thank  Nice  and  Clean  car  wash  for  providing  car  washes  for  our 
cruisers.  I  thank  the  Taunton  Daily  Gazette  for  their  support  and  assistance  over  the  years.  I 
would  like  to  thank  The  Dighton  Police  Association  for  their  numerous  contributions  to  our 
department  over  the  past  years.  Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  DPCFAC  (Dighton  Power 
Charitable  Fund  Advisory  Committee)  for  their  generosity  on  supplying  our  Department 
with  a  new  cruiser  and  all  its  equipment  this  past  September. 
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In  closing,  Lt.  Michael  F.  Rose  and  myself  have  accepted  the  early  retirement  incentive 
program  and  will  retire  effective  January  01,  2004.  I  would  like  to  thank  Lt.  Rose  for  all 
his  help  he  has  given  to  me  over  the  years  of  our  careers  on  the  Police  Department.  I  wish 
Lt.  Rose  the  best  on  his  retirement.  Thanks  Mike  and  Good  Luck.  I  would  like  to  thank  the 
citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  for  their  support  during  my  33  year  career  with  the  town. 
To  my  fellow  officers  and  all  other  employees  of  the  Dighton  Police  Department,  both  past 
and  present,  I  thank  you  all  for  your  help  and  support  over  the  years.  Stay  Safe  and  keep 
up  the  great  work.  To  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  I  thank  you  for  giving  me  the  opportunity 
to  serve  the  Town  as  Chief  of  Police.  It  has  been  an  experience  that  I  will  remember  and 
cherish  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  To  my  secretary,  Karlene  Bourque,  thank  you  for  all  your 
help  and  dedication  that  you  have  given  to  me  and  to  the  department.  You  certainly  were 
my  right  arm  during  my  tenure  as  Chief  of  Police. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Gary  T.  Sanson 

Chief  of  Police 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
JANUARY  2004 

We  hereby  submit  this  annual  report  of  the  Dighton  Public  Library  (DPL)  for  2003 
to  the  residents  of  Dighton. 

The  Library  was  open  40  hours  per  week  Monday  through  Saturday  during  2003. 

The  Library  staff  in  2003  was  Ann  Rust  -  Director,  Maggie  St.Ours-Youth  Librarian, 
Phyllis  Haskell  Circulation  Librarian,  Brenda  Carr  Catalogue  Librarian  and  Sandra  Houle 
-  Assistant  Librarian. 

The  Trustees  formed  a  new  building  committee  this  year  to  develop  the  library  building 
plans.  Anew  library  will  be  built  on  town  owned  land  behind  the  town  track.  The  Selectmen 
approved  the  site  in  July.  Reinhardt  Associates  of  Agawam  was  hired  to  design  the  new 
building  using  funds  from  a  matching  grant  by  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Library  Com¬ 
missioners  (MBLC).  The  schematic  phase  of  the  plans  were  completed  in  December. 

In  March,  the  DPL  received  $6,765  from  the  MBLC  Meg/Lig  program  for  compliance 
with  state  library  regulations. 

The  DPL  purchased  seven  museum  passes  in  2003  -  Roger  William’s  Park  Zoo, 
Providence  Children’s  Museum,  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Plymouth  Plantation  and 
the  Boston  Science  Museum.  New  this  year  is  the  Mystic  Aquarium  in  Connecticut  and  the 
New  England  Aquarium  in  Boston. 

The  Friend’s  of  the  DPL  held  their  tenth  annual  Strawberry  Festival  in  June. 

The  summer  reading  program  “Read,  Think,  Create  @  your  library”  encouraged  200 
Dighton  children  to  read  over  2000  hours  during  the  8-week  program.  Congratulations  to  all 
families  who  took  part  in  this  wonderful  program  that  promotes  reading  during  the  summer. 
Many  local  businesses  and  organizations  supported  this  program  by  funding  incentives  for 
the  children. 

Mother  Goose  Asks  Why?,  a  literary  based  science  program  for  children  ages  5-  7  and 
an  adult  partner  was  offered  several  times  throughout  the  year.  This  program  was  partial 
funded  by  a  grant  from  the  MBLC.  Children’s  programs  offered  by  the  library  included 
“Stories  in  the  Park”  held  in  July  and  August  at  the  Dighton  community  playground,  Families 
were  invited  to  bring  a  lunch  and  listen  to  stories  read  by  our  youth  librarian,  Mrs.  St. Ours. 
Story  times  continue  to  be  popular;  5  programs  are  offered  weekly  including  two  for  under 
3  year  olds,  two  for  3-5  year  olds  and  one  for  families.  The  children  also  enjoy  the  many 
holiday  parties,  movie  nights  and  special  performers  throughout  the  year.  Special  performers 
were  funded  in  part  by  the  Massachusetts  Arts  Lottery  Council. 
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The  library  materials  are  accessible  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week  at  our  web  site 
www.Dighton.com.  You  can  reserve  books,  videos,  music  CD’s  or  cassettes,  DVD,  CD- 
ROM’s  and  magazines  online  from  your  home  or  work  and  pick  them  up  at  the  library. 

The  library  continues  to  offer  many  services  to  Dighton  adults.  The  home  delivery 
program  to  seniors  and/or  disabled  residents  allows  access  to  a  wide  variety  of  materials  to 
those  unable  to  come  to  the  library.  Adult  services  offered  by  the  library  included  enrichment 
programs  and  workshops,  book  group  meetings  and  outreach  visits  to  homebound  residents. 
Adult  programs  offered  at  the  library  included  local  authors,  crafts,  scrap  booking,  rubber- 
stamping,  floral  design,  historical  presentations,  and  many  others. 

The  staff  and  Trustees  sincerely  appreciate  the  support  and  generosity  of  the  residents  of 
Dighton.  We  continue  to  make  great  strides  in  improving  our  services  to  the  community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ann  Rust,  Library  Director 
Lynn  Dupont,  Trustee  Chair 
Robert  Gay,  Trustee 
Tom  McGarr,  Trustee 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


As  we  enter  2004,  we  find  that  more  State  Regulations  are  being  passed  requiring 
additional  inspections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Most  of  these  regulations  are  to  protect 
the  water  and  air  quality. 

Since  taking  over  the  job  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  residents  of  Dighton  have  sup¬ 
ported  me  in  my  enforcement  and  inspections  and  I  look  forward  to  2004  to  serve  the  Town 
of  Dighton. 

The  following  permits  were  issued  in  2003: 


Sanitation  Permits  issued 

83 

Sewage  Disposal  Installers 

37 

Food  Service  Permits 

37 

I  would  like  to  thank  everyone  that  has  assisted  and  worked  with  me  during  2003. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  Brophy 
Sanitary  Inspector 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


The  Board  of  Selectman  would  like  to  report  to  you,  the  citizens  of  Dighton,  that 
2003  was  a  year  that  looked  to  be  a  year  of  great  financial  turmoil  due  to  the  massive  cuts 
in  local  aid  that  were  being  made  by  the  state,  did  not  overwhelm  this  community.  Through 
good  management  by  all  the  departments  we  were  able  to  continue  providing  the  services 
that  you,  our  employers  have  come  to  expect. 

This  year,  again  also  saw  the  benefits  of  the  Tax  Incentive  agreement  with  the  Digh¬ 
ton  Power  Associates.  We  received  close  to  a  half  million  dollars  in  tax  revenues  and  an 
additional  $100,000.00  in  charitable  donations  from  this  group. 

This  Board  would  like  to  recognize  the  hard  work  that  is  done  on  behalf  of  you,  the 
Taxpayer,  by  all  the  boards  both  elected  and  appointed,  and  by  our  outstanding  Fire  and 
Police  Departments  and  the  Chiefs  Gary  Sanson  and  Jeff  Allie.  We  would  also  like  to  make 
special  mention  of  Paul  DeMoura,  our  Highway  Superintendent  and  his  department,  who 
through  going  the  extra  mile  always  makes  sure  that  the  citizens  and  the  other  departments 
are  well  taken  care  of.  This  Board  would  also  be  remiss  if  we  were  to  not  thank  our  secretaries 
Annette  Wertz  and  Glenna  Smith  for  their  invaluable  help  in  the  day  to  day  operations  of  a 
very  busy  Selectmen’s  office.  And  also  our  Town  Accountant,  Janice  Boucher  for  making 
sure  that  our  budgets  are  kept  right. 

We  also  want  to  thank  all  our  agents  and  inspectors,  our  Finance  Committee,  the  Town 
clerks  office,  the  Assessors,  Planning  Board,  Sewer  Commissioners,  Board  of  Appeals, 
Conservation  Commission  and  all  the  other  boards  that  help  so  much  in  making  Dighton 
truly  the  finest  town  in  America. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
Gene  Nelson 
Richard  Hegeman 
Frank  Costa 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 


The  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  remained  the  same  in  2003  with  the  reelection 
of  Chairman  William  Costa.  Gregory  Olsen  continues  as  Clerk  and  Manuel  Duarte  is  the 
third  member.  The  Board  welcomes  Nancy  Pinto,  who  was  hired  in  January  to  fill  the  vacant 
clerk  position. 

Sewer  rates  remained  stable  in  2003.  Each  residential  user  pays  a  $50.00  per  unit  fixed 
fee  plus  usage  charges  based  on  80%  of  water  usage.  Non-residential  users  pay  a  $55.00  per 
unit  fee  plus  usage  charges  based  on  100%  water  usage.  Industrial  users  pay  $100.00  per 
unit  plus  usage  charges  based  on  100%  water  usage.  These  charges  are  bi-annual. 

In  2003  the  Board,  through  its  engineer,  used  funds  to  apply  for  placement  on  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Protection  Clean  Water  priority  list.  This  would  allow  the 
Town  of  Dighton  to  borrow  up  to  $600,000.00  at  a  low  interest  rate  to  fund  a  Comprehensive 
Wastewater  Management  Plan.  The  town  was  placed  high  on  the  priority  list  but  decided 
not  to  borrow  the  funds  because  of  economic  considerations. 

The  Board  is  currently  in  possession  of  plans,  all  in  different  stages  of  development, 
from  three  separate  developers,  all  looking  to  tie  into  the  Dighton  Sewer  System.  They  are 
Kelci  Edison  Realty  (Stonegate  Landing);  Malloch  Construction  and  Bruce  Development 
(Arborcrest);  and  A1  Perrault  (Tiffany  Apartments).  Several  issues  are  currently  being  looked 
at  and  none  have  been  given  approval  to  tie  into  the  Dighton  system  as  of  now.  Aquaira 
L.L.C.,  through  Metcalf  &  Eddy  Engineering,  has  been  in  contact  with  the  Board’s  engineer, 
Earth  Tech,  regarding  the  Taunton  River  Desalination  Plant.  This  is  still  under  review. 

The  Board  met  with  Taunton’s  DPW  Superintendent  and  Assistant  Superintendent  in 
October.  They  requested  some  repairs  be  made  to  the  Park  Street  Station.  They  also  requested 
Dighton  pay  its  share  of  Taunton’s  costs  to  upgrade  their  system  per  our  20-year  contract. 
We  are  waiting  to  receive  more  information  on  the  exact  amount. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  former  ICI  Plant  who  donated  a  6”  portable  pump  to  the  sewer 
department. 

Sewer  Superintendent’s  Report 

The  Dighton  Sewer  Department  pumped  a  total  of  74,965,959  gallons  of  sewage  to 
the  city  of  Taunton’s  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  (3)  permits  were  issued  and  three  (3)  tie- 
ins  were  completed  in  2003. 
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Preventative  maintenance  continues  to  be  performed  on  all  five  of  the  towns  pump 
stations.  Each  station  is  overseen  on  a  daily  basis.  Improvements  were  made  to  the  alarm 
system  at  the  pump  stations.  Sewer  Department  personnel  now  monitor  all  alarms.  Of  the 
ten  (10)  sewage  pumps  at  the  pump  stations,  five  (5)  were  refurbished.  The  explosion-proof 
fan  was  replaced  at  the  Park  Street  Station.  Currently,  Earth  Tech,  the  Boards  Engineer,  is 
investigating  flow  capacity  at  the  Power  Plant  Station.  The  Lincoln  Avenue  and  Park  Street 
Pump  Stations  were  vinyl  sided.  Some  needed  work  was  also  done  to  the  sewer  truck. 

I  wish  to  thank  Assistant  Superintendent,  Richard  Kotouch  and  Bill  Lopes  for  their 
continued  dedication  and  support.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners 
for  their  support,  with  special  thanks  to  Greg  Olsen  for  his  assistance  on  several  occasions. 
Assistance  from  all  other  departments  is  also  appreciated. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Harold  J.  Gracia,  Jr. 

Sewer  Superintendent 

In  conclusion  the  Board  wishes  to  thank  Harold  Gracia,  Jr.;  all  Sewer  Department 
employees:  Brenda  Herbeck,  Collector/Treasurer;  Janice  Boucher,  Accountant  and  all  other 
Town  Departments  that  have  assisted  us  this  past  year. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

William  Costa,  Chairman 

Gregory  Olsen,  Clerk 

Manuel  Duarte 

Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners 
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VETERANS’ AGENT 


I  hereby  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  2003. 

At  the  time  of  this  report  there  are  nine  (9)  active  cases  and  one  (1)  new  case  still 
pending  for  approval  from  the  Dept,  of  Veterans’  Service  Office  in  Boston. 

The  budget  guidelines  under  Massachusetts  General  Law,  Chapter  115,  108  CMR 
have  legislated  a  $50.00  increase  in  the  budget  for  2004.  However  the  reimbursement  of 
$54.00  for  Medicare  has  been  discontinued  one  offsets  the  other  and  there  is  really  a  $4.00 
monthly  decrease. 

The  town  is  reimbursed  seventy  five  percent  of  all  benefits  paid  out  for  veterans  and 
their  dependents. 

The  amount  of  reimbursement  for  this  year  is  $28,788.00.  Please  note  the  state  runs 
a  year  behind  for  reimbursements.  The  above  figure  is  for  January  2002  to  December  31, 
2002. 

Veterans’  Services  appropriation  for  fiscal  year  July  1,  2003  to  July  1,  2004  has  been 
level  funded. 

For  an  appointment,  information  or  assistance  please  call  (508)669-5027  Monday 
through  Thursday  between  8:00  AM  and  4:00  PM.  The  Town  office  closes  at  noon  time 
on  Friday. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Barbara  L.  Albert 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
VETERANS’  GRAVES  OFFICER 


The  year  2003  has  seen  some  progress  being  made  in  locating  additional  Veterans 
who  are  buried  in  our  numerous  cemeteries  in  Dighton.  There  are  484  Veterans  who  have 
American  Flags  and  holders  on  their  grave  sites.  There  are  additional  Veterans  interred  who 
will  eventually  be  located.  Any  family  knowing  of  a  Veteran  not  having  a  flag  should  contact 
our  Veterans’  Agent  Barbara  Albert  or  me. 

Much  thanks  goes  to  many  organizations  including  the  Selectman’s  Office,  our  Veterans 
Agent,  Barbara  Albert,  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the  Town  Hall  Office  Staff,  the  Asses¬ 
sors  Office,  the  Historical  Society,  the  Cemetery  Commission,  the  Highway  Department, 
the  Sheriffs  Department  in  Dartmouth,  the  Boy  Scouts  and  Girl  Scouts  who  placed  the  flags 
in  the  various  cemeteries  for  Memorial  Day  and  their  leaders  and  the  Explorer  Scouts  and 
their  leaders  from  the  Fire  Department. 

Individuals  to  be  thanked  are  Elaine  Varley,  Jim  Dissmore,  Ms.  Ethel  Ready,  Ms. 
Judy  Swartz,  and  especially  Dave  Oliveira  who  organized  and  supervised  a  group  of  Boy 
Scouts  from  Troop  45  cleaning  out  a  large  cemetery  on  Williams  Street  while  earning  his 
Eagle  Scout  Award. 

Much  work  is  needed  to  improve  many  of  our  cemeteries  that  are  isolated  and  seldom 
seen,  if  ever.  Of  50  known  cemeteries,  32  have  Veterans  interred  in  them.  Volunteer  help 
is  always  needed  for  light  duty  work.  Without  volunteers  many  of  these  cemeteries  will 
continue  to  become  overgrown  and  deteriorate  even  further.  There  are  additional  cemeteries 
in  town  not  yet  located.  Some  of  these  may  have  Veterans  buried  in  them. 

An  attempt  will  be  made  in  the  year  2004  to  repair  10  Veterans  grave  stones  and  make 
new  foundations  for  13  stones  that  have  fallen  off  their  damaged  bases. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

David  L.  Phillips 

Veterans  Graves  Officer 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

DIGHTON-REHOBOTH 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  2003 
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SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Dr.  Francis  J.  Connor,  Ed.D. 

University  of  Massachusetts 

Office: 

Telephone: 


Office: 

Telephone: 

SCHOOL  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR 

Thomas  Moon 
Bryant  College 

DIRECTOR  OF  SPECIAL  EDUCATION 

Michael  Childs 
Bridgewater  State  College 

DISTRICT  TREASURER  /  ACCOUNTING  OFFICER 

Pauline  Larue 


340  Anawan  Street,  Rehoboth,  MA  02769 

Office:  508-252-5000  Home:  508-695-9829 

ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Ms.  Carolyn  Cragin,  M.Ed. 

Bridgewater  State  University 
Northeastern  University 

340  Anawan  Street,  Rehoboth,  MA  02769 

508-252-5000  Fax:  508-252-5024 


SECRETARY  TO  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 

Kellie  Partridge-Fagan 


DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
CENTRAL  OFFICE  SUPPORT  STAFF 


Carolyn  Demoura 
Gail  Deniz 
Gail  Fisher 


Kimberly  Lacroix 
Joanne  Arieta 
Joan  Silvia 


Pamela  Simmons 
Tammy  Steeves 
Carol  Arnold 


SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN  SCHOOL  NURSES 


Dr.  Linda  Tartell 

D^R  High  School: 

Dighton  Middle  School: 
Dighton  Elementary  School: 
Palmer  River  School: 
Beckwith  Middle  School: 


Patricia  Messier,  RN 
Denise  Wilkins,  RN 
Rosemary  Borden,  RN 
Theresa  Hutson,  RN 
Pat  Merchanthouse,  RN 
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DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL 
DISTRICT  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

NAME  /  ADDRESS:  Term  Expires: 

Mary  Beth  Moriarty,  Chairperson 

5  Ralsie  Road,  Rehoboth  2005 

Barbara  Murray,  Vice  Chairperson 

2300  Fieldstone  Drive,  N.  Dighton  2005 

Janice  Terry,  Secretary 

66  Walker  Street,  N.  Dighton  2005 

Lisa  Gay 

1850  Pine  Hill  Road,  N.  Dighton  2003 

Howard  Horsman 

1782  Wheeler  Street,  N.  Dighton  2003 

David  Katseff 

4  Apple  Valley  Drive,  Rehoboth  2003 

Paula  Money 

202  Pleasant  Street,  Rehoboth  2004 

William  Newman 

2440  Maple  Swamp  Road,  N.  Dighton  2004 

Donald  Nokes 

41  Elm  Street,  Rehoboth  2005 

Patricia  O’Hern 

119  School  Street,  Rehoboth  2003 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Entrance  Age 

First  grade  registration  in  September  of  any  year  will  be  limited  to  those  children 
who  are  at  least  six  (6)  years  of  age  or  who  will  become  six  (6)  years  of  age  on  or  before 
August  31st.  Kindergarten  registration  in  September  of  any  year  will  be  limited  to  those 
children  who  are  at  least  five  (5)  years  of  age  or  who  will  become  five  (5)  years  of  age  on 
or  before  August  31st. 
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Birth  Certificate 


Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must  present  a  birth  certificate. 

Vaccination 


Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must  present  a  doctor’s  certificate  of 
immunization  against  diphtheria,  tetanus,  whooping  cough,  measles,  mumps,  rubella,  and 
polio,  or  a  statement  from  his/her  physician  that  vaccination  is  unadvisable.  Children  enter¬ 
ing  school  for  the  first  time  are  also  required  to  have  a  physical  examination. 

“NO  SCHOOL”  INFORMATION 


Kindergarten,  Elementary,  Middle  School  and  High  School 

Whenever  the  school  buses  can  be  operated  safely,  there  will  be  school  in  the  District 
unless  unforeseen  emergencies  make  it  necessary  to  close.  In  the  event  of  closing,  the  infor¬ 
mation  will  be  broadcast  over  Radio  Stations  WPEP(1570),  Taunton;  WSNE  (93.3),  WPRO 
(630),  WPRI  (TV  12),  WJAR  (TV10),  Providence;  WSAR  (1480),  Fall  River;  Dighton  and 
Rehoboth  Cable  (TV98). 


ENROLLMENT  -  OCTOBER  1,  2003 
Palmer  River  Elementary  and  Dorothy  L.  Beckwith  Middle  Schools 


Grade 

Pre-K 

K 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


Enrollment 

38 

142 

137 

144 

153 

142 

141 

171 

164 

188 


TOTAL 


1420 


124 


Dighton^Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 


Grade  Enrollment 

9  180 

10  135 

11  166 

12  164 

TOTAL  645 

TOTAL  ENROLLMENT  FOR  REHOBOTH  =  2065 

ENROLLMENT  -  OCTOBER  1,  2003 
Dighton  Elementary  and  Dighton  Middle  Schools 

Grade  Enrollment 

Pre-K  39 

K  77 

1  94 

2  85 

3  102 

4  109 

5  98 

6  111 

7  110 

8  103 

TOTAL  928 

Dighton^Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 

Grade  Enrollment 

9  94 

10  96 

11  98 

TOTAL  398 

TOTAL  ENROLLMENT  FOR  DIGHTON  =  1326 

TOTAL  DISTRICT  ENROLLMENT  339 1 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 
2003-2004 


As  approved  by  the  School  Committee 
for  Dighton,  Rehoboth  and  the 
Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 

ELEMENTARY  MIDDLE  D-R 

SCHOOL  SCHOOL"  HIGH  SCHOOL 

#  OF  DAYS  #  OF  DAYS  #  OF  DAYS 


School  Opens  September  3,  2003 
Closes  December  19,  2003 

75 

75 

75 

School  Opens  January  5,  2004 

Closes  February  13,  2004 

28 

28 

28 

School  Opens  February  23,  2004 
Closes  April  16,  2004 

39 

39 

39 

School  Opens  April  26,  2004 

Closes  June  18,  2004 

39 

39 

39 

Total  number  of  days  attended 

181 

181 

181 

SCHOOL  WILL  BE  CLOSED  ON  THE  FOLLOWING  DAYS: 


October  13,  2003  -  Columbus  Day 
November  11,  2003  -  Veteran’s  Day 
November  26-28,  2003  -  Thanksgiving  Recess 
December  24  -January  2,  2004  -  Christmas  Recess 
January  19,  2004  -  Martin  Luther  King  Day 
January  29,  2004  -  Teacher  Workshops 
February  16-20,  2004  -  Winter  Recess 
April  09,  2004  -  Good  Friday 
April  19-23,  2004  -  Spring  Recess 
May  3 1 ,  2004  -  Memorial  Day 
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DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 

PERSONNEL 


DEPT  /  POSITION  COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE  APPOINTED 

HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL 

Trent  R.  Danella  Rhode  Island  College,  M.Ed.  1996 

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPALS 

Paul  Giannakoulis  Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed.  1970 

Jose  Libano  Providence  College,  M.Ed.  2002 

DIRECTOR  OF  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 

Kenneth  Labonte  Fitchburg  State  College,  VC,  M.Ed.  1973 

ATHLETIC  DIRECTOR 

Stanley  Franczyk  Briar  Cliff  College,  B.A.  1984 

DIRECTOR  OF  GUIDANCE 

F.  Leon  Sibielski  University  of  Rhode  Island,  M.S.  1977 

ADJUSTMENT  /  GUIDANCE  COUNSELORS 

Mary  Carter  Providence  College,  M.Ed.  1970 

Beverly  Fogg  University  of  Rhode  Island,  M.Ed.  2001 

Michael  Monaghan  Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed  1972 

Jodi  Newbury  Rhode  Island  College,  B.A.  1999 

LIBRARY 

Cynthia  Bergeron  Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed.  1980 

SECRETARIES 

Sharon  Araujo,  Principal’s  Secretary  Lesley  Galego,  School  Office 
Kathleen  Shillan,  Guidance  Office  Robin  Lacroix,  School  Office 
Martha  Gordon,  SPED  Office  Theresa  Matteson,  Vocational  Office 

ILA  /  LIBRARY  AIDE  /  NURSE  ASSISTANTS 
Donna  Furlong,  Planning  Center  Aide  Norma  Weckmuller,  SPED  ILA 

Maureen  Courcy,  Library  Kimberly  Sargent,  SPED 

Susie  Labelle,  SPED  Donna  Herring,  Nurse  Assistant 

Kathleen  Enos,  SPED  ILA  Diane  Tetreault,  SPED 

Paul  Teves,  SPED  ILA  Tracey  Glynn,  SPED  ILA 

Jonathan  Berube,  SPED  ILA  Heidi  Chiavaroli,  SPED  ILA 
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DEPT  /  POSITION  COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE  APPOINTED 

VOCATIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Robert  Bramwell 


Fitchburg  State  College,  VC, M.Ed. 

1974 

Michael  Procaccini 

Fitchburg  State  College,  VC,  BS 

2002 

Alfred  Rose 

Fitchburg  State  College,  VC,  M.Ed. 

1978 

Edwin  Ranney 

Fitchburg  State  College,  VC,  M.Ed. 

1973 

David  Souza 

New  England  Technical  Institute 

1998 

Judith  Capron  (PT  4/7) 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.Ed. 

2002 

TECHNOLOGY  EDUCATION 

Robert  Bramwell 

Fitchburg  State  College,  VC,  Md.Ed. 

1974 

Edwin  Ranney 

Fitchburg  State  College,  VC,  Md.Ed. 

1973 

ART 

Senior  Teacher 

Glen  Davis  Cranbrook  Academy  of  Art,  M.F.  A.  1979 

Elizabeth  Tache  University  of  M.A.  ~  Dartmouth,  B.S.  1991 

Wendy  Rutkowski  Bridgewater  State  College,  M.A.T.  1990 

BUSINESS  EDUCATION 

Patricia  Madsen 
Diane  Hayes 
Theresa  Murphy 

ENGLISH 
Department  Chair 

Jeffrey  Day 
Claudia  Corey 
William  Cuthbertson 
B.  Carol  Day 
Anthony  Coelho 
Brown  University,  Ed.D. 

Stanley  Franczyk 
Briar  Cliff  College,  B. A. 

Ellen  LaSalle 
Kurt  Loell 
Marilyn  Martel 
Heather  Rose 
Michael  Rubin 
Karin  Walsh 
Brian  Saccone  (PT  3/7) 


Plymouth  State  College,  B.S. 
Bryant  College,  B.S. 

Fitchburg  State  College,  M.Ed. 


1993 

1975 

1972 


University  of  Maine,  M.Ed. 
Providence  College,  B.A. 
Springfield  College,  M.Ed. 
University  of  Rhode  Island,  M.A.T. 


1975 

1999 

1978 

1978 


1998 


1984 

Northeaster  State,  OK,  M.Ed. 

State  University  of  N.Y.  ~  Fredonia,  B.A. 
Fitchburg  State  College,  M.Ed. 
Bridgewater  State,  B.A. 

Brown  University,  B.A. 

Boston  University,  M.  Ed. 

University  of  MA~Dartmouth,  M.Arts 


2001 

2001 

1974 

2001 

2001 

2002 

2003 
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DEPT  /  POSITION 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

FOREIGN  LANGUAGE 

Department  Chair 

Louise  Mahoney 

Providence  College,  M.A.T. 

1979 

Victor  Augusto 

University  of  M.A.  ~  Dartmouth,  B.A. 

1994 

Maria  DeAguiar 

Brown  University,  M.A.T. 

1994 

Holly  Loell 

Simmons  College,  M.A.T. 

1994 

David  Gomez 

University  of  Rhode  Island,  M.A. 

1992 

Noah  Roseman 

Bridgewater  State,  B.A. 

2001 

Ken  Sabella 

Bridgewater  State,  M.A. 

2001 

CHILD  CARE  &  DEVELOPMENT 

Doris  Ghilardi 

Wheelock  College,  B.S. 

1993 

TECHNOLOGY  COORDINATOR 

Michael  Piccirilli 

N.E.  Institute  of  Technology,  A.S. 

2003 

MATHEMATICS 

Department  Chair 

Suzanne  Flaherty 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1968 

Kurt  Amber 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.A. 

1997 

Salvatore  Caiozzo 

Providence  College,  M.Ed. 

1983 

Joanna  Braga 

Worcester  Poly  Tech.,  B.A. 

2001 

Michelle  Deschenes 

Fitchburg  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1982 

Karen  Enos 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.A. 

1996 

Theodore  Hahn 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.A.T. 

2001 

John  Parente 

Providence  College,  M.Ed. 

2001 

Ann  Provonsil  (LOA) 

Providence  College,  B.A. 

198 

Alan  Rabouin 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1969 

Denise  Campbell  (long-term  sub) 

Clarkson  University,  B.  Mech.  Eng. 

2003 

MUSIC 

Senior  Teacher 

Kristin  Voccio 

Rhode  Island  College,  Masters  Music 

2002 

HEALTH  /  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Senior  Teacher 

Karen  Ives 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.  Ed. 

1974 

David  Morgado 

Fitchburg  State  College,  M.A. 

1983 

Amy  Wassencroft 

Bridgewater  State,  B.S. 

2001 

Jeffrey  Caron 

Merrimack  College,  B.S. 

2003 
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DEPT  /  POSITION 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

SCIENCE 

Department  Chair 

David  Harwood 

University  of  M. A.  ~  Dartmouth,  M.Ed. 

1970 

Judith  Brown 

University  of  M.A.  ~  Amherst,  B.S. 

1977 

Michael  Cichon 

Fitchburg  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1983 

Linda  Borges-Dubois 

Univ.  of  Southern  California,  M.S. 

1981 

Cynthia  McCabe 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1995 

Jill  Saxon 

Providence  College,  M.Ed. 

2001 

Elizabeth  Walsh 

Boston  University,  B.S. 

1993 

Clotilde  O’Gara 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1984 

Stephen  Wujcik 

University  of  Rhode  Island,  B.A. 

2001 

Stephen  Lovejoy 

Bridgewater  State,  B.S.  Biology 

2003 

Carolyn  Pettey 

Stetson  University,  B.S.  Biology 

2003 

SOCIAL  STUDIES 
Department  Chair 

William  J.  Cute,  Jr. 

Providence  College,  M.Ed. 

1973 

Anthony  Coelho 

Brown  University,  Ed.D. 

1980 

David  Driscoll 

Providence  College,  M.Ed. 

1978 

Alison  King 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.A. 

1995 

Kerry  McElroy 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.A. 

1993 

Jonathan  Pacheco 

Bridgewater  State,  B.A. 

2000 

Benjamin  Pease 

Salem  State  College,  M.Ed. 

2002 

David  Moura 

UMASS-Dartmouth,  M. Arts/History 

2003 

MARKETING  EDUCATION 
Senior  Teacher 

Donald  Murray 

Providence  College,  M.Ed. 

1979 

SPECIAL  SERVICES 
Department  Chair 

Corinne  Pridham 

Rhode  Island  College,  C.A.G.S. 

1975 

Chris  Albemaz 

Bridgewater  State,  B.S. 

2001 

Mary  Corry 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.Ed. 

1984 

Maria  Dunn 

Worcester  State  College,  M.S. 

1990 

Heather  Faria 

Merrimack  College,  B.S. 

2001 

Anthony  Nardi 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.Ed. 

2001 

Jane  Hunt 

Providence  College,  M.Ed. 

1993 

Stephen  Kulpa 

Felician  College,  B.S. 

1996 

Cara  Romano 

MA  Institute  of  Health,  M.A. 

2000 

Mary  Walsh 

Cambridge  College,  M.Ed. 

1998 

Kate  Gaccione  (Intern) 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.A. 

2003 

Patricia  Messier  (Nurse) 

Medical  College  of  Virginia,  RN 

1989 
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DEPT  /  POSITION 
VIDEO 

Fred  Hallal 


Johnson  &  Wales  University,  Ph.D. 


COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE  APPOINTED 


1981 


ADAPTIVE  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 


Linda  Miller 


Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 


1988 


SUPERVISOR  OF  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 
Matthew  Tobin 

CUSTODIANS  (in  order  of  seniority) 

Almon  Hopkins 
Aurelio  Silvestre 
Joseph  Cordeiro 
James  Thomley,  Jr. 

Gilberto  Velasquez 
Frank  Slusarz 
John  Rudis 
Sergio  Simoes 

CAFETERIA  (in  order  of  seniority) 

Dorothy  Del  Signore  (Manager) 

Carol  Abrams 
Lori  Dias 
Lori  Andrews 
Lisa  Souza 
Tracy  Dishon 
Jennifer  Gately 
Lisa  Morais 

LAVATORY  MONITORS 

Audrey  Brady 
Sandra  Mathieu 
John  Rabbitt 
John  Coelho 

DISTRICT  COURIER 

Diana  Parent 
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DIGHTON  SCHOOLS’ 
PERSONNEL 


DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


PRINCIPAL 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Sandra  Curtis 

Bridgewater  State  College,  C.A.G.S. 

1994 

FACULTY 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Elaine  Almeida 

Framingham  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1978 

Katie  Anderson 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

2003 

Nancy  Blythe 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.A. 

1993 

Louise  Borges 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1974 

Maureen  Borghesani 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1991 

Jennifer  Carter 

Boston  University,  M.Ed. 

1997 

Cynthia  Correa 

Framingham  State  College,  M.Ed. 

2000 

Katherine  Costantino 

Providence  College,  M.Ed. 

2000 

Katherine  Cumeen 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1973 

Shirley  DeMello 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.Ed. 

1982 

John  Durkee 

Worcester  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1988 

Stephanie  Curtis 

University  of  Dayton,  B.S. 

1997 

Judith  Gallagher 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

2000 

Jane  Gonzalski 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1975 

Sarah  Keeney 

Wheelock  College,  B.A. 

2002 

Alice  Lopresti 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1973 

Nicole  Lucenti  (LOA) 

University  of  Rhode  Island,  B.S. 

2000 

Andrea  Castonquay 

Providence  College,  B.S. 

2000 

Brian  Michaud 

University  of  Connecticut,  M.E. 

1995 

Dianne  Rasmussen 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1975 

Donna  Sunderlund 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1970 

Cheryl  Szostek 

Anna  Maria  College,  B.A. 

1970 

Sherry  Tibbetts 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1981 

Jeffrey  White 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.S. 

1974 

Carol  Wilkerson 

Roger  Williams  College,  B.S. 

1972 
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DIGHTON  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 


PRINCIPAL 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Paul  Swett 

University  of  M.A.  ~  Boston,  C.A.G.S. 

1987 

FACULTY 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

David  Avila 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1973 

Kathryn  Clark 

University  of  Rhode  Island,  B.S. 

1993 

Judith  Bertozzi 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1992 

Stephanie  Brown 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.Ed. 

2001 

William  Connolly 

University  of  M.A.  ~  Dartmouth,  B.A. 

2000 

Christina  Clifford- 

Springfield  College,  M.A. 

2002 

Wendy  Cute 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1974 

Jeanne  Dennis 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1969 

Janet  Dooley 

University  of  M.A.  ~  Boston,  B.A. 

2002 

Kathy  Gilbert 

Assumption  College,  M.Ed. 

1996 

Kevin  Gousie 

Bridgewater  State,  B.S. 

2001 

Julie  Kennedy 

Rensselaer  Poly  Tech,  B.S.  Engineering 

2003 

Mary  Machado 

Stonehill  College,  B.S. 

1970 

James  McClellan 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1971 

Paula  North 

Western  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1977 

Judith  Marcy 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1972 

Brenda  Patten 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1982 

Jesse  Perry 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1978 

Carl  Peterson 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1992 

Linda  Roy 

University  of  M.A.  ~  Dartmouth,  B.A. 

1978 

Heather  Rutko 

Merrimack  College,  B. Arts/Spanish 

2003 

Elaine  Silvestre 

Fitchburg  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1975 

Patricia  Snee 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1988 

Timothy  Sullivan 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1979 

Susan  Warren 

University  of  M.A.  ~  Dartmouth,  B.A. 

1993 

Mary  Wilusz 

Lowell  State  College,  B.M. 

1995 

Louis  Silvia 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.A. 

1975 

133 


DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  &  DIGHTON  MIDDLE  SCHOOLS 
SPECIAL  EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT 


FACULTY 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Valerie  Cleary 

Bridgewater  State,  M.A. 

2002 

Marlene  Correia 

Salve  Regina  University,  M.A. 

2002 

Mary  Jo  DeSilva 

University  of  Phoenix,  M.  Ed. 

1981 

Martha  Edminster 

Trinity  College,  M.Ed. 

2000 

Allison  Gittus 

University  of  Rhode  Island,  M.S. 

2000 

Tiffany  Martin 

Boston  University,  M.Ed. 

2002 

Linda  Miller 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

2001 

Linda  Munise 

Lesley  University,  M.Ed. 

2001 

Valerie  Pillarella 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1976 

Karen  Pittsley 

Lesley  College,  M.A. 

2000 

Cara  Romano 

MA  Institute  of  Health,  M.S. 

2000 

Mary  Rourke 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1992 

Jacqueline  Ulmschneider 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1997 

Denise  Wilkins,  RN 

Southeastern  Mass.,  BSN 

2000 

TECHNOLOGY  COORDINATOR 

James  Pauly 

Roger  Williams  University,  B.S. 

2002 

ENRICHMENT 

Paulette  Angell 

Loyola  University,  M.Ed. 

1981 

Karen  Rose 

Northeastern  University,  B.S. 

1979 

ADAPTIVE  PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

Linda  Miller 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1988 

LIBRARY  /  MEDIA  AIDES 

Marsha  Kimpton 

Fitchburg  State  College,  B.S.  1985 

SECRETARIES 

Susan  Marsden  (Dighton  Middle  School) 

Patricia  Siedentopf  (Dighton  Elementary  School) 


CLERKS  /  MONITORS  /  ILA’S  /  AIDES 


Jennie  Brin 
Elizabeth  Cornell 
Linda  DeLeo 
Amanda  Emond 
Kathy  Holt 
Patricia  Lange 


Elaine  MacTavish 
Susane  Martel 
Dina  Boostrom 
Dorothy  Torres 
Susan  Murphy 
Elizabeth  Needs 


Anne  Marie  Pavao 
Nancy  Peixoto 
Suzanne  Richard 
Joshua  Rapoza 
Dawn  Viera 
Nicholette  Silva 


Lori  Ullrich 
Rebecca  Casey 
Susan  Silvia 
Michelle  Wallace 
Gayle  Woodward 
Donna  Domanoski 
Melissa  Ferguson 
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DEPT  /  POSITION 

MUSIC 

Paula  Roy 


COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 


APPOINTED 


Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S.  2002 

CUSTODIANS  (in  order  of  seniority) 

Jacques  Alves  (Head  Custodian  -  Dighton  Elementary  School) 

Manual  Amaral  ~  Dighton  Elementary  School 
Salvador  Lopez  ~  Dighton  Elementary  School 

Richard  DuBois  (Head  Custodian  ~  Dighton  Middle  School) 

Joe  Borges  ~  Dighton  Middle  School 
David  Arruda  ~  Dighton  Middle  School 
John  Lavigne  ~  Dighton  Middle  School 

CAFETERIA  (in  order  of  seniority) 

Judith  Souza  (Manager) 

Carol  Zucco 
Donna  Madsen 
Lori  Williams 
Janet  Vassar 
Joanne  Bonanca 


PALMER  RIVER  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

PERSONNEL 


PRINCIPAL 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Alfred  St.  John 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.Ed. 

1974 

ASST.  TO  PRINCIPAL 

APPOINTED 

Elise  DuBois 

Wheelock  College,  B.S. 

2002 

FACULTY 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Nancy  Blythe 

Simmons  College,  M.A. 

2002 

Deborah  Rossi 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1985 

Jean  Howard 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.Ed. 

1970 

Charlotte  Jillson 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1973 

Karen  Salois 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1997 

Eleanor  Deschenes 

Fitchburg  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1983 

Kathleen  Flaherty 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.A. 

1974 

Rebecca  Friary 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1974 

Patricia  Healey 

Perry  Normal  School,  B.A. 

1970 

Patricia  Pratt 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1980 

Joyce  Pring 

Barrington  College,  B.A. 

1970 

Susan  Anderson 

Connecticut  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1971 
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FACULTY 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Lynn  Benevides 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1998 

Alyce  Crowell 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1993 

Anne  D’Agostino 

Fitchburg  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1964 

Evelyn  Wheatley 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1988 

Donna  DelPrete 

University  of  M.A.,  B.A. 

1988 

David  Downs 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1972 

Carol  Jenson 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1984 

Loretta  MacDonald 

Boston  College,  B.A. 

1988 

Christine  Mann 

Framingham  State  College,  B.S. 

1990 

Karen  Salois 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

2000 

Susan  Bouldry 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1993 

Jeanne  Hicks 

State  University  of  N.Y.,  B.S. 

1987 

Paula  Janson 

Framingham  State  College,  M.A. 

200 

Ellen  Stebbings 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

2000 

Kathryn  Warish 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1969 

ENRICHMENT  TEACHER 

Sandra  Klinkhammer 

UMASS  ~  Dartmouth,  Elementary  Education 

2003 

ART 

Louise  Hackett 

MA  College  of  Art,  M.A. 

1976 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Barbara  Medeiros 

Barrington  College,  B.S. 

1976 

MUSIC 

Virginia  Workman 

Peabody  Conservatory,  M.Ed. 

1971 

PALMER  RIVER  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
SPECIAL  SERVICES 


FACULTY 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Erika  Augustyn 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1990 

Patricia  Bergeron 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1984 

Maria  Dunn 

Worcester  State  College,  M.S. 

1990 

Paula  Fernandes 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1994 

Theresa  Hutson,  R.N. 

Southeastern  MA  University,  B.S. 

1998 

Patricia  Sherrered 

Bridgewater  State  College.  B.A.  &  S. 

2002 

Pamela  Tompson 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1973 

Cheryl  Gridley 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

2003 

Candace  Andrews 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

2000 
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PSYCHOLOGIST 

Ann  DiDominico 


University  of  Maine,  M.Ed. 


1976 


ADJUSTMENT  COUNSELOR 

Arthur  Arkanase  Boston  University,  M.Ed.  1980 

LIBRARY  FACILITATOR 

Lydia  Carswell  School  of  Visual  Arts,  B.A.  1984 

ENRICHMENT  FACILITATOR 

Louise  Lydon  Framingham  State  College,  B.S.  1977 

TECHNOLOGY  COORDINATOR 

Shawn  Donnelly  Providence  College,  B.S.  2003 

ADAPTIVE  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Linda  Miller  Rhode  Island  College,  B.S.  1988 


SECRETARIES  /  OFFICE  ASSISTANTS 

Geraldine  Carpenter  (Secretary)  Catherine  Silvia  (SPED  OA) 

Lisa  Machado  (OA)  Jane  Vinniti  (Secretary) 

Catherine  Potter  (OA) 

ILA  /  TEACHER  AIDE  /  LIBRARY  /  NURSE  ASSISTANT 


Elizabeth  Anderson  (ILA) 

Rhondi  Arabian  (NA) 

Claudette  Larose  (SPED  ILA) 

Meg  Case  (SPED  ILA) 

Julie  Collins  (NA) 

Helen  Correia  (ILA) 

Ellen  Costa  (ILA) 

Dawn  DeLuca  (ILA) 

Rosemary  Darowski  (SPED  ILA) 
Annemarie  Pavao  (ILA  &  SPED  ILA) 
Debra  Gareau  (ILA) 

Judith  Gaudreau  (ILA) 

Vicki  Tetreault  (ILA) 

Joanne  Hanson  (SPED  ILA) 

Brenda  Jenness  (SPED  ILA) 

Luanne  Laporte  (SPED  ILA) 
Rosemary  Lavoie  (Library  Aide) 
Donna  Patterson  (SPED  ILA) 

Kathy  Pray  (Speech  Tutor) 


Janice  MacPartland  (ILA  &  SPED  ILA) 
Denise  St.  Pierre  (SPED  ILA) 

Madalena  Boudreau  (Speech  Tutor) 
Anne  Murphy  (ILA  &  SPED  ILA) 
Donna  Nemey  (ILA  &  SPED  ILA) 
Susan  Nokes  (SPED  ILA) 

Lori  Noons  (SPED  ILA) 

Jocelyn  Dubuque  (SPED  ILA) 

Gail  O’Brien  (ILA) 

Sandra  Almeida  (ILA) 

Susan  Rebello  (ILA) 

Laura  Schwall  (ILA) 

Valerie  Souza  (SPED  ILA) 

Roberta  Winter  (ILA) 

Valerie  Souza  (SPED  ILA) 

Cynthia  Lobalbo  (Library  Aide) 
Catherine  Owens  (SPED  ILA) 

Lisa  Ferreira  (SPED  ILA) 

Susan  Smith  (SPED  ILA) 
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CUSTODIANS  (in  order  of  seniority) 

James  Amaral  (Head) 

Ray  Silva 
Julie  Pereira 
William 
Mike  Venditto 

CAFETERIA  (in  order  of  seniority) 

Mary  Raposa  (Manager) 

Deborah  Maronn 
Gail  Hayes 
Lori  Loureiro 

D.  L.  BECKWITH  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 
PERSONNEL 


PRINCIPAL 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Anthony  Ferreira 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.Ed. 

1989 

ASSISTANT  PRINCIPAL  COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Stephen  Dzialo 

Bridgewater  State  College,  C.A.G.S. 

2000 

FACULTY 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED 

Joann  Bozzuto 

University  of  Connecticut,  B.S. 

1977 

Elizabeth  Chellel 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1974 

Elizabeth  Crohan 

Wheelock  College,  M.Ed. 

2001 

Lynn  Peachwall 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1997 

Maura  Santoro 

Providence  College,  B.A. 

1996 

Cathy  Silvia 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1987 

Christine  Tierney  (LOA) 

Providence  College,  B.S. 

1999 

Glenda  Flately 

University  of  Georgia,  B.S. 

2002 

Robert  Lania 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1970 

Karen  Lawton 

Northeastern  University,  B.S. 

2000 

Deborah  Martin 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.A. 

1993 

Stephen  Patrick 

Worcester  State  College,  B.S. 

1998 

Eugene  Sullivan 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1969 

Deb  Woodard 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.A. 

2001 

Polly  Cardea 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

2000 

Margaret  Caron 

Cambridge  College,  M.Ed. 

1979 

Stephanie  D’Jimas 

State  University  of  N. Y.  -New  Paltz,  M. A. 

2002 

Elizabeth  Hood 

University  of  Bridgeport,  B.S. 

1984 

James  Digits 

Providence  College,  M.A. 

1968 

Robert  Hamilton 

North  Adams  State  College,  B.S. 

1999 

Karen  Potter 

Fitchburg  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1970 
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Jennifer  Simmons 

University  of  Massachusetts,  M.  A. 

1986 

Frederick  Curt 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1966 

Beverly  DeMoura 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.A. 

1970 

John  Egan,  Jr. 

Merrimack  College,  B.A. 

1969 

Timothy  Kelley 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.A. 

1995 

Carol  Nelson 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1983 

Kenneth  Ketler 

UMASS,  B.S.,  Engineering 

2003 

ART 

Richard  Kaiser 

Swain  School  of  Design,  B.F.A. 

1973 

FOREIGN  LANGUAGE 

Caroline  Conaty 

State  University  of  NY,  M.  A. 

1997 

MUSIC 

Rita  Santos 

University  of  Lowell,  B.A. 

1995 

Lester  Silvia,  Jr. 

Boston  Conservatory  of  Music,  B.S. 

1965 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Rita  Araujo 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.S. 

1970 

William  Sankey 

Pembroke  State  University,  B.S. 

1970 

CONSUMER  /  FAMILY  EDUCATION 

Karen  Abrahamson 

1999 

TECHNOLOGY  EDUCATION 

Henry  Hayes,  III 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1976 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Anne  Kotch  (lg-term  sub) 

Rhode  Island  College,  M.A.  Health 

2003 

Melissa  Folgo  (LOA) 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1993 

GUIDANCE 

James  De Wolfe 

Northwestern  University,  M.Ed. 

1974 
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D.L.  BECKWITH  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 
SPECIAL  SERVICES 


f 


FACULTY 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE 

APPOINTED  i 

Jesse  Armell 

Assumption  College,  M.A. 

1977  t 

Kathy  Amaldo 

Simmons  College,  M.Ed. 

2001  c 

Karen  Castonguay 

Lesley  College,  M.Ed. 

1980  ' 

Gail  Furtado 

Providence  College,  M.Ed. 

1975 

Pat  Merchanthouse,  RN 

Stonehill  College,  B.S.N. 

1994  ’ 

Linda  Sousa 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

2001  1 

Patricia  Sherrered 

Bridgewater  State  College,  B.A.&  S. 

2002  ; 

ADJUSTMENT  COUNSELOR 

Lori  Obenchain 

RI  College,  M.A.,  Psychology 

2003 

SIMS  PROGRAM 

Kathleen  Paulhus 

UMASS  ~  Amherst,  Bach.  Early  Child. 

2003 

Mary  Lou  Rose 

Massasoit  Comm.  College,  Business 

2003 

PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anne  DiDominico 

University  of  Maine,  M.Ed. 

1976 

LIBRARY  /  MEDIA  SPECIALIST 

Elizabeth  Scanlon 

Bridgewater  State  College,  M.Ed. 

1993 

TECHNOLOGY  COORDINATOR 

Shawn  Donnelly 

Providence  College,  B.S. 

2003 

ADAPTIVE  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Linda  Miller 

Rhode  Island  College,  B.S. 

1998 

SECRETARIES  /  OFFICE  ASSISTANTS 

Meredith  Inman  (Secretary)  Donna  Procopio  (SPED  Sec.) 

Laura  Sidok  (Secretary)  Sheryl  Vincelette  (SPED  Sec.) 
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TCT 


ILA  /  TEACHER  AIDE  /  LIBRARY  /  NURSE  ASSISTANT 


Susan  Chiavaroli  (SPED  ILA) 
Kathleen  Darowski  (SPED  ILA) 
Mary  Ann  Parella  (SPED  ILA) 
Lynn  Duquette  (SPED  ILA) 

Alison  Mancini  (SPED  ILA) 
Melanie  Hayden  (Library  Aide) 
Christine  Jackson  (ILA) 

Carol  Jerauld  (SPED  ILA) 

Sharon  Kimball  (SPED  ILA) 
Carolyn  Hart  (SPED  ILA) 

Karen  Cabral  (PT  Nurse  Assistant) 


Jessica  Burt  (SPED  ILA) 
Kerry  Proc  (SPED  ILA) 
Eileen  Hallal  (SPED  ILA) 
Lynne  Roseman  (SPED  ILA) 
Mary  Rupolo  (SPED  ILA) 
Dawne  Steele  (SPED  ILA) 
Toy  St.  Pierre  (SPED  ILA) 
Jean  Edwards  (SPED  ILA) 
Denise  Yelle  (SPED  ILA) 
Judith  Johnson  (SPED  ILA) 


CUSTODIANS  (in  order  of  seniority) 

Serafino  Del  Signore  (Head)  Michael  LeBlanc 

Robert  J.  Tiemery,  Jr.  Dale  A.  Frost 

David  W.  Rose 


CAFETERIA  (in  order  of  seniority) 
Mary  Raposa  (Manager) 

Laura  Tessier 
Sandra  Silvia 


Gail  Clements 
Hasmig  Woicik 
Sheryl  Souza 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  2003~2004  school  year  was  an  extremely  rewarding,  yet  demanding  experience 
for  the  Superintendent  of  Schools.  The  school  district  continued  to  make  significant  strides 
toward  completing  all  of  the  goals  developed  through  the  Strategic  Plan.  With  the  coopera¬ 
tion  and  support  of  the  school  committee,  administrators,  teachers,  parents,  and  students, 
the  Superintendent  was  able  to  provide  the  necessary  leadership  to  maintain  and  expand 
upon  the  exceptional  reputation  that  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  District  has 
deservedly  earned  over  the  years. 

BUDGET 

Over  the  past  several  years,  the  most  compelling,  time  consuming,  and  ambiguous 
situation  confronting  the  Superintendent  has  been  the  uncertain  nature  of  the  budget  and  state 
funding.  Although  the  Superintendent’s  budget  reflected  minimal,  additional  discretionary 
spending,  non-discretionary  (mandated)  increases  in  areas  such  as  health  insurance,  salaries 
for  collective  bargaining  employees,  retirement  benefits,  energy  and  Special  Education 
drove  the  FY  ’04  budget  up  by  approximately  2  million  dollars.  Significant  additional  fiscal 
support  from  both  towns  assisted  in  minimizing  the  potential  impact  of  a  4%  decrease  in 
state  revenues.  Needless  to  say,  this  economic  uncertainty  required  the  Superintendent  to 
be  vigilant  in  relation  to  various  budget  reduction  scenarios,  and  to  continuously  keep  the 
School  Committee  informed  of  local  and  state  updated  information. 

CURRICULUM 

The  School  District  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  area  of  curriculum,  specifi¬ 
cally  in  relation  to  aligning  the  reading  and  language  arts  programs  to  the  English/Language 
Arts  Massachusetts  Frameworks,  History  and  Social  Studies  to  the  state  framework,  and 
the  Library/Media  Task  Force. 

SPECIAL  EDUCATION 

Following  an  immensely  successful  Program  Review  from  the  Massachusetts  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education  regarding  Special  Education,  the  School  District  completed  the  required 
‘continuing  action  plans’,  and  received  subsequent  approval.  Of  particular  note,  was  the 
fact  that  the  school  district  was  found  to  be  in  compliance  in  all  areas  under  scrutiny  ~  an 
accomplishment  by  few  districts  achieved  throughout  the  state. 

The  Special  Education  program  continues  to  be  of  exceptional  quality.  A  compre¬ 
hensive  variety  and  continuance  of  diverse  services  hallmark  the  reputation  of  this  school 
district  as  a  place  where  “all  students  can  learn  to  the  best  of  their  ability”. 
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MCAS 


The  Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Assessment  System  (MCAS)  has  become  the 
primary  tool  to  assess  curriculum  and  instruction  during  the  calendar  school  year.  Results 
from  the  Class  Of  2004  were  returned  reflecting  exceptionally  high  score  percentages.  We 
are  proud  of  the  fact  that  100%  of  the  Class  of  2003  passed  MCAS  and  graduated.  Reme¬ 
dial  activities  were  provided  for  all  students  who  experienced  difficulty  in  that  assessment 
process. 

PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Professional  development  activities  were  concentrated  analyzing  student  strengths 
and  weaknesses  on  MCAS,  developing  alternative  instructional  procedures  for  students 
with  varying  learning  styles,  as  well  as  ‘writing  across  the  curriculum’.  At  the  high  school 
level,  a  comprehensive  professional  development  plan  was  developed  for  the  New  England 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  (NEASC)  site  visitation,  which  was  conducted  in 
September  of  2003. 

COMMUNICATION 

In  order  to  maintain  on-going  dialogue  and  communication  with  both  towns,  the 
Superintendent  continued  to  broadcast  the  cable  television  program  called  “Our  Schools”. 
The  High  School  Building  Committee  prepared  a  segment  for  special  Town  meetings.  All 
principals  continued  to  inform  parents  of  accomplishments  and  upcoming  programs. 

TECHNOLOGY 

The  transitional  organizational  structure  for  technology  was  fully  implemented  last 
year  with  the  addition  of  a  Network  Administrator,  Technical  Specialist,  and  Technology 
Instructional  Learning  Assistants.  The  blending  of  business  professionals  with  local  edu¬ 
cators  contributed  immensely  to  the  enhancement  of  the  District  Technology  Plan.  This 
technology  structure  has  continually  reduced  the  costs  for  district  consultants. 

FACILITIES 

Finally,  in  relation  to  facilities,  the  High  School  Building  Committee  has  been  working 
throughout  the  year  with  the  architect,  the  general  contractor,  and  the  clerk  of  the  works  to 
reduce  costs  after  the  bids  exceeded  the  estimate.  Unfortunately,  unanticipated  concerns 
including  latent  conditions,  A  &  E  errors,  etc.,  resulted  in  the  need  for  additional  funding. 

As  your  Superintendent  of  Schools,  I  will  continue  to  cooperatively  work  with  all 
citizens  in  both  towns  during  the  2004-2005  fiscal  year. 

Francis  J.  Connor,  Ed.D. 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PALMER  RIVER  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


( 
? 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  as  principal  of  the  Palmer  River  Elementary  School 
for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  2003. 

i 

PERSONNEL 

Joining  the  Palmer  River  Elementary  School  staff  this  year  in  teaching  positions  are 
Sandra  Klinkhammer  and  Cheryl  Gridley.  Due  to  various  retirements  and  program  changes, 
Mrs.  Candice  Andrews  has  left  the  Enrichment  Program  and  is  now  a  grade  two-inclusion 
room  team  member.  Mrs.  Debra  Rossi,  former  Kindergarten  teacher  now  has  a  morning 
Kindergarten  program,  and  is  the  afternoon  teacher  in  the  Pre-School  Little  Learners  Pro¬ 
gram. 


ENROLLMENT 

As  of  October  1 , 2003  the  enrollment  in  pre-kindergarten  through  grade  four  at  Palmer 
River  Elementary  School  totaled  763  students.  Each  grade  level,  with  the  exception  of 
kindergarten  is  made  up  of  six  (6)  homeroom  classes.  Due  to  the  continuing  enrollment 
increase,  this  school  year  an  additional  kindergarten  class  has  been  added,  and  the  Pre- 
School  continues  to  have  five  (5)  sessions  held  in  three  (3)  classrooms.  The  average  class 
size  for  all  classrooms  at  Palmer  River  Elementary  School  is  approximately  twenty-three 
(23)  students  per  classroom.  The  enrollment  figures  do  not  include  the  three  (3)  South  Coast 
Collaborative  programs  that  are  part  of  our  daily  lives. 

CURRICULUM  AND  OTHER  PROGRAMS 

This  past  year  the  blended  Language  Arts  and  Reading  Task  Force  has  accomplished 
many  of  the  goals  established  for  this  task  force  some  three  years  ago.  The  tasks  have 
been  ever  changing  due  in  part  to  the  changing  standards  developed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education.  Following  extensive  dialogue  and  examination  of  meaningful 
research,  the  task  force  embarked  on  a  number  of  pilot  programs  for  this  past  school  year. 
Specific  classrooms  in  grades  kindergarten  through  three  were  piloting  one  of  two  phonics 
programs  for  eventual  adoption  in  this  school  year.  The  outstanding  success  of  the  Open 
Court  Phonics  Program  in  our  kindergarten  program  led  to  teacher  requests  for  a  more 
extensive  literacy  program  for  our  kindergarten  students. 

This  past  summer  consultants  worked  with  our  kindergarten  teachers  in  outlining  the 
Open  Court  Literacy  Program  now  in  place.  Grade  one  teachers  also  worked  with  Open  Court 
consultants  and  that  program  is  now  part  of  all  grade  one  classrooms.  The  comprehensive 
writing  program,  Great  Source,  is  being  used  in  all  classrooms  in  grades  two  through  four. 
A  high  percentage  of  Palmer  River  teachers  spent  a  week  this  past  summer  being  instructed 
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in  the  use  of  the  Collins  Writing  System.  This  system  allows  for  a  focused  correction  area 
on  each  and  every  written  assignment  a  student  attempts.  The  program  is  so  flexible  that 
even  kindergarten  students  will  be  part  of  the  program  as  the  year  progresses. 

As  in  past  years,  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  District  continues  to  be  inno¬ 
vative  in  keeping  all  curriculum  areas  current  and  meaningful.  The  examination  of  relevant 
research  as  well  as  successful  practices  allow  administration,  staff  and  parents  working  in 
task  force  groups  to  offer  relevant  recommendations  for  curriculum  revision. 

Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Assessment  System  (MCAS)  tests  have  been  given  to 
students  here  at  Palmer  River  Elementary  School.  This  past  year  the  grade  three  students 
participated  in  the  Reading  assessment  while  grade  four  students  participated  in  the  Language 
Arts  and  Mathematics  areas.  Once  again  the  students  at  Palmer  River  exceeded  the  state 
average  in  all  areas.  Significant  growth  in  the  grade  three  scores  is  one  indication  that  the 
extensive  work  in  the  Language  Arts  areas  is  showing  signs  of  positive  change. 

STUDENT  ACTIVITIES  AND  ACHIEVEMENTS 

Typical  of  most  elementary  schools,  Palmer  River  has  no  intramural  or  interscholas¬ 
tic  sports  teams.  I  do  believe  that  the  children  of  this  school  add  value  to  the  community 
through  many  town  and  local  projects.  This  school  year,  with  the  hope  of  a  new  and  excit¬ 
ing  playground  being  built  in  the  future,  students  at  Palmer  River  are  actively  engaged  in 
numerous  projects  associated  with  the  future  playground.  Students  at  Palmer  River  also 
participate  in  numerous  activities  outside  of  the  school  programs.  Each  year  the  grade  three 
children  as  part  of  their  visit  to  the  Hombine  School  hold  a  penny  drive.  Grade  two  students, 
with  the  leadership  of  team  leader  Ms.  Susan  Anderson,  once  again  where  able  to  make 
a  sizeable  donation  to  a  local  ecology  group  as  part  of  their  Science  Alive  Environmental 
Awareness  Project. 

FACULTY  AND  STAFF 

Staff  members  continue  to  attend  workshops,  conferences  and  in-service  workshops. 
As  in  the  past,  a  member  of  the  staff  serves  on  the  Executive  Board  of  Project  ERR  that 
develops  intense  workshops  for  teachers  throughout  the  southeast.  The  faculty  continues 
to  be  a  student  body  with  many  staff  members  attending  local  colleges  and  universities. 
Palmer  River  continues  to  be  a  sought  after  site  by  many  colleges  and  universities  for  student 
teacher  placements.  An  excellent  partnership  exists  between  Palmer  River  and  Bridgewater 
State  College,  Providence  College,  UMass  Dartmouth,  as  well  as  Rhode  Island  College, 
Roger  Williams  University  and  most  recently  Wheelock  College.  While  the  school  serves 
as  a  training  ground  for  student  teachers,  new  ideas  and  methods  are  also  examined  as  these 
young  professionals  begin  their  careers  and  team  with  our  veteran  staff. 
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SCHOOL  AS  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  REHOBOTH  COMMUNITY 


The  various  community  areas  of  the  school  continue  to  have  maximum  free  use  by  the 
community.  The  extent  of  this  use  was  demonstrated  this  past  year  when  a  lottery  system 
was  needed  to  finalize  the  increased  requests.  Through  cooperative  efforts  of  all  involved, 
I  believe  the  use  of  the  community  areas  of  Palmer  River  are  being  used  in  a  productive 
and  meaningful  manner. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS 

I  wish  to  note  that  this  Annual  Report  will  be  the  last  that  I  will  write  as  Principal  of 
Palmer  River  Elementary  School.  The  past  years,  for  the  most  part  seemingly  flew  by.  It 
has  been  my  pleasure  to  be  part  of  a  school  where  children  come  first,  of  a  community  of 
learners  that  newness  is  something  to  consider,  not  shy  away  from,  to  have  spent  a  career 
in  a  community  that  holds  education  in  highest  regards,  and  in  a  town  where  people  of  all 
ages  support  the  school’s  endeavors.  Thank  you  for  making  the  past  years  a  happy  experi¬ 
ence  for  me. 

Alfred  St.  John,  Principal 
Palmer  River  Elementary  School 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
D.L.  BECKWITH  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  as  principal  of  the  Dorothy  L.  Beckwith  Middle 
School,  for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  2003. 

PERSONNEL  CHANGES 

The  following  changes  took  effect  during  this  calendar  year: 

Lillian  Plouffe  retired  as  School  Adjustment  Counselor.  Ronald  Sroczynski  retired 
as  Science  teacher  for  grade  eight.  Hired  to  replace  them  are  Lori  Obenchain  and  Ken¬ 
neth  Ketler,  respectively.  Kathleen  Paulhus  was  hired  to  teach  Special  Education  in  a  new 
program,  servicing  students  who  were  formerly  in  a  collaborative  placement.  Caroline 
Conaty  returned  this  year  from  a  one-year  leave  of  absence  from  grade  eight  Spanish.  Vir¬ 
ginia  Saunders  retired  after  many  years  of  service  as  an  Instructional  Learning  Assistant. 
Health  teacher  Melissa  Folgo  is  on  a  leave  of  absence  and  Anne  Kotch  is  teaching  Health 
for  the  year. 
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CURRICULUM  AND  OTHER  PROGRAMS 


The  Reading  and  Language  Arts  curriculum  is  in  the  process  of  having  revisions  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  2003-2004  school  year.  The  Library/Media  Skills  curriculum  continues 
to  be  revised  this  year,  as  is  the  Social  Studies  curriculum.  A  new  Social  Studies  framework 
was  approved  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Education.  It  is  important  that  the  School 
District  revise  and  align  the  curriculum  to  reflect  that  framework.  The  Science  curriculum 
is  scheduled  to  be  reviewed  as  well. 

Curricula  are  reviewed  and  revised  on  a  regular  basis  in  the  school  district.  Curricu¬ 
lum  task  forces  have  representation  from  both  towns  and  revise  curricula  K-12  to  provide 
consistency  in  what  is  taught  across  the  district.  Task  forces  have  the  added  responsibility 
of  ensuring  that  our  curricula  cover  the  learning  standards  in  the  Massachusetts  Curriculum 
Frameworks,  which  are  the  basis  for  the  Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Assessment  System 
(MCAS). 

The  Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Assessment  System  (MCAS)  was  given  to  stu¬ 
dents  in  grade  eight  (Mathematics,  Science),  grade  seven  (English/Language  Arts),  grade 
six  (Mathematics),  and  grade  five  (Science)  in  May  of  2003.  We  are  spending  much  time 
analyzing  the  results  for  those  students  as  well  as  our  students  in  grade  five  who  took  the 
test  as  fourth  graders.  We  are  continuing  to  align  our  curriculum  with  the  Massachusetts 
Curriculum  Frameworks  on  which  the  test  is  based.  Scores  reported  for  the  students  in  all 
grades  were  well  above  the  state  averages  in  most  subjects  tested.  Last  September  our  sixth 
grade  students  started  work  in  a  new  Mathematics  textbook  that  we  felt  was  much  better 
aligned  with  the  Mathematics  Framework  than  the  previously  used  textbook.  Students’ 
scores  improved  last  year  after  using  the  new  text. 

STUDENT  ACTIVITIES  AND  ACHIEVEMENTS 

Beckwith  continues  to  offer  a  strong  and  well  attended  after  school  activities  program 
for  students.  Activities  are  offered  in  art,  sports,  crafts,  baby-sitting,  board  games,  comput¬ 
ers  and  technology,  and  more. 

Interscholastic  programs  are  offered  in  basketball  (boys  and  girls),  baseball  (boys), 
and  softball  (girls). 

The  Student  Council  is  an  important  student  organization  that  works  to  help  our  school 
and  community.  Beckwith  students  traditionally  work  hard  on  the  annual  food  drive  for 
the  needy,  resulting  in  thousands  of  food  items  collected  for  distribution  to  the  needy  at 
Thanksgiving  and  throughout  the  year  through  the  Rehoboth  Food  Pantry. 

The  Peer  Leaders  continue  to  be  an  active  group  as  well  as  the  Peer  Mediators.  Peer 
Mediators  are  students  trained  in  mediation  who  work  with  students  to  resolve  problems. 
Mediation  is  voluntary  for  disputants  and  has  resulted  in  many  peaceful  agreements  between 
parties  who  might  otherwise  resolve  their  disputes  in  less  successful,  combative  ways. 
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Recipients  of  the  Good  Citizenship  Awards  at  the  June  2003  graduation  ceremony  were 
Matthew  Clifford  and  Jennifer  Schwall.  Jennifer  Schwall  received  the  Williams  College 
Book  Award.  The  welcome  address  was  given  by  Shannon  Witter  and  Jennifer  Schwall 
conducted  the  opening,  and  pledge  of  allegiance. 

FACULTY  AND  STAFF 

The  faculty  and  staff  at  Beckwith  continue  to  develop  their  skills  through  attendance 
at  workshops,  courses,  and  seminars. 

As  in  past  years,  several  faculty  members  took  a  course  called  “Understanding  Teach¬ 
ing”,  which  helps  teachers  to  sharpen  their  teaching  skills.  All  new  teachers  in  the  district 
must  take  this  course.  Other  teachers  and  staff  members  were  involved  in  workshops  offered 
by  the  school  district  as  part  of  its  continuing  efforts  at  staff  development.  This  year’s 

emphasis  continues  to  be  MCAS  and  the  Massachusetts  Curriculum  Frameworks. 
Faculty  members  also  participate  on  curriculum  task  forces,  helping  to  revise  and  align  the 
district’s  curricula  with  the  Massachusetts  Curriculum  Frameworks. 

SCHOOL/COMMUNITY  INVOLVEMENT 

Under  the  Massachusetts  Education  Reform  Act  of  1993,  school  councils  were  to 
be  formed  in  every  school  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  Beckwith  School  Council,  which 
has  parent,  teacher,  and  community  representatives,  developed  a  school  improvement  plan 
for  this  year,  which  includes  goals,  diversity,  and  community  involvement.  The  following 
people  are  members  for  the  2003-2004  school  year: 

Jeanine  Achin,  parent  Casey  Hall,  parent 

Jesse  Armell,  faculty  Nadia  Jensen,  parent 

James  De Wolfe,  faculty  Nancy  Mateme,  parent 

Anthony  Ferreira,  principal  (ex  officio) 

Casey  Hall,  parent  Stephen  Patrick,  faculty 

Nadia  Jensen,  parent  Jean  Sidok,  community  representative 

An  active  and  caring  PTSA  serves  the  students  of  Rehoboth  in  grades  K-8.  At  the 
middle  school,  the  PTSA  provides  enrichment  programs  for  all  grade  levels.  In-school 
programs  as  well  as  field  trips  are  included  in  the  offerings.  We  truly  appreciate  the  support 
and  hard  work  that  comes  from  our  PTSA  each  year,  and  the  great  amount  of  money  raised 
that  directly  benefits  children.  Many  field  trips  and  in-school  activities  and  programs  would 
not  be  possible  without  the  support  of  the  PTSA. 

Parents  and  community  volunteers  make  possible  the  Great  Books  Program  and  con¬ 
tribute  their  time  working  with  teachers.  Other  parents  volunteer  time  to  chaperone  field 
trips  and  social  activities,  and  to  help  in  the  library  and  in  the  classroom. 
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The  Dighton-Rehoboth  Music  Boosters  and  Band  Boosters  donate  time  and  financial 
support  for  our  excellent  music  programs.  Their  interest  and  support  are  greatly  appreci¬ 
ated. 

The  Lion’s  Club  works  with  the  school  and  sponsors  the  annual  Peace  Poster  Con¬ 
test. 

The  Rehoboth  Police  and  Fire  Departments  work  closely  with  the  school  in  provid¬ 
ing  fire  and  bus  safety  programs  as  well  as  support  and  cooperation  throughout  the  year. 
Our  fifth  graders  were  taught  the  Drug  Abuse  Resistance  Education  (DARE)  program  by 
DARE  Officer  Stephen  Martin.  This  program  was  begun  in  the  1993-1994  school  year  and 
culminates  in  a  graduation  ceremony  in  the  spring. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS 

At  Beckwith  we  are  fortunate  to  have  our  programs  and  staff  intact  in  such  difficult 
financial  times.  As  I  look  toward  the  future  I  hope  to  be  able  to  repeat  that  statement  next 
year. 


I  wish  to  thank  the  many  citizens  and  organizations  of  Rehoboth  who  support  our 
schools  in  so  many  ways.  We  appreciate  the  emphasis  and  importance  the  town  places  on 
its  educational  system.  Our  children  are  the  beneficiaries. 

Anthony  Ferreira,  Principal 
D.L.  Beckwith  Middle  School 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

I  hereby  submit  my  seventeenth  annual  report  as  principal  of  the  Dighton  Middle 
School,  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  2003. 

PERSONNEL 

1.  Mrs.  Julie  Kennedy  was  hired  as  a  new  sixth  grade  teacher.  Mrs.  Kennedy  is  a 
graduate  of  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  in  Troy  N.Y  and  worked  in  industry 
for  six  years  before  entering  the  teaching  profession. 

2.  Miss  Heather  Rutko  was  hired  as  a  new  seventh  grade  Spanish  teacher.  Miss 
Rutko  was  a  recent  graduate  of  Merrimack  College. 

3.  Mrs.  Linda  Roy  retired  after  a  long  and  distinguished  career  in  the  Dighton 
schools.  Over  the  course  of  her  24  year  tenure,  Mrs.  Roy  worked  at  both  Dighton 
Elementary  and  Dighton  Middle  Schools.  Mrs.  Roy  will  be  remembered  for 
her  commitment  to  her  students  and  her  strong  sense  of  humor. 
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4.  Mrs.  Lori  Ullrich,  Mrs.  Jean  Bezner  and  Michelle  Wallace  were  hired  as 
ILA’s  in  the  special  education  department. 

5.  Mrs.  Katherine  Holt  transferred  to  Dighton  Middle  School  from  Dighton 
Elementary  School  as  an  ILA  in  the  special  education  department. 

CURRICULUM  AND  INSTRUCTION 

A  district-wide  social  studies  task  force  is  completing  its  second  year  of  work.  Its 
main  task  is  to  align  the  district’s  curriculum  with  the  state  frameworks.  The  recommended 
changes  in  curriculum,  materials  and  strategies  will  go  into  effect  in  September  2004. 

For  the  current  school  year,  we  are  continuing  to  implement  the  changes  recommended 
in  the  areas  of  mathematics  and  language  arts. 

COMMUNITY  INVOLVEMENT 

During  the  course  of  the  last  year,  we  have  continued  to  have  a  most  positive  and 
cooperative  alliance  with  the  community.  Officer  Edward  Dutra  once  again  presented  an 
exemplary  DARE  program  for  our  fifth  grade  students.  Also,  Officer  Dutra  purchased  the 
homework  agenda  books  for  all  DMS  students.  On  behalf  of  the  DMS  staff  I  would  like  to 
wish  Chief  Gary  Sanson  a  happy  and  healthy  retirement.  His  support  for  our  school  over 
the  years  has  been  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Dighton  PTO  continued  to  be  a  strong  ally  to  our  school.  This  year,  Mrs.  Susan 
Woods  has  taken  over  the  president’s  seat,  and  done  an  outstanding  job.  The  outgoing 
president,  Mrs.  Susan  Lorenz,  was  honored  by  the  students  at  DMS  as  the  recipient  of  the 
“Students’  Appreciation  Award”  presented  at  June’s  graduation  ceremony. 

Special  thanks  this  year  is  also  accorded  to  the  Dighton  Fire  Department  for  purchas¬ 
ing  the  automated  external  defibrillator  and  the  Dighton  Police  Association  for  the  AED 
cabinet,  which  are  now  located  at  DMS. 

STUDENT  ACHIEVEMENT 

At  the  June  2003  eighth  grade  graduation,  the  following  students  were  selected  as 
major  award  winners: 

Timothy  Callahan  -  Principal’s  Award 

Andrew  Cembalisty  -  Outstanding  Student 

Gregory  Steele  and  Heather  Camara  -  Leo  T.  Wontkowski  Award 

Christina  Newman  -  Carolyn  M.  Booth  Award 
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The  following  students  were  recipients  of  the  Presidential  Academic  Fitness  Award: 
-  Casey  Bemacchio,  Allison  Botelho,  Timothy  Callahan,  Heather  Camara,  Shelley  Camara, 
Andrew  Cembalisty,  Kelsey  Ceven,  Aimee  Clemmey,  Luke  Disalvo,  Susan  Dodenhoff, 
Allison  Farias,  Mitchell  Giroux,  Rachel  Horsman,  Sarah  Jefferson,  Jonathan  Johnson,  Emily 
Loura,  Joshua  Martin,  Alex  McGuirk,  Christina  Newman,  Nina  Nwachukwu,  Vicki  Pavao, 
Kara  Pigeon,  Jennifer  Pina,  Katherine  Rose,  Courtney  Ross,  Olivia  Sahlin,  Hayley  Smith, 
Caylin  Sousa,  Kasey  Tipping,  and  Jake  Woodard. 

STATE  TESTING 

In  May  of  2003  the  sixth  round  of  the  MCAS  testing  was  held  throughout  the  state. 
The  results  at  Dighton  Middle  School  were  as  follows: 

Grade  8 


Subject 

Warning 

NI 

Proficient 

Advanced 

Math 

State  33% 

30% 

25% 

12% 

DMS  22% 

41% 

30% 

7% 

Science 

State  3 1  % 

37% 

28% 

4% 

DMS  14% 

52% 

30% 

4% 

Grade  7 

Subject 

Warning 

NI 

Proficient 

Advanced 

Language  Arts 

State  7% 

28% 

57% 

8% 

DMS  0% 

21% 

66% 

13% 

Grade  6 

Subject 

Warning 

NI 

Proficient 

Advanced 

Math 

State  26% 

32% 

26% 

16% 

DMS  25% 

39% 

32% 

4% 

Grade  5 

Subject 

Warning 

NI 

Proficient 

Advanced 

Science 

State  15% 

34% 

33% 

18% 

DMS  6% 

51% 

32% 

10% 

Staff  Honors  and  Achievements 

At  the  end  of  the  year  staff  “get  together”,  Mrs.  Janet  Dooley  was  honored  by  her 
colleagues  as  the  “Teacher  of  the  Year.” 
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Also,  congratulations  are  in  order  to  three  DMS  faculty  members  who  received  their 
master’s  degree  this  year.  They  included  Mrs.  Susan  Warren  and  Mrs.  Polly  Angell  who 
earned  theirs  from  Lesley  University  and  Mrs.  Kathryn  Clark  who  attended  Framingham 
State  College. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS 

The  faculty  and  staff  at  DMS  continue  to  work  in  a  dedicated  and  cooperative  manner 
to  provide  the  youths  of  Dighton  with  an  outstanding  education.  This  task  is  truly  a  team 
effort.  Groups  such  as  the  school  council,  grade  level  teams,  the  school  proficiency  team, 
the  district  curriculum  task  forces  and  the  Dighton  PTO  all  work  toward  this  important  goal. 
The  result  is  a  student  body  of  highly  motivated  and  well-rounded  students. 

Paul  Swett,  Principal 
Dighton  Middle  School 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  as  supervising  Principal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary 
School  for  the  year  2003.  Dighton  Elementary  School  is  a  fully  integrated  school  from 
Pre-School  through  Grade  4. 

PERSONNEL 

Miss  Katie  Anderson  was  hired  as  a  second  grade  teacher.  Miss  Anderson  holds  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Elementary  and  Special  Education  from  Rhode  Island  Col¬ 
lege. 


Miss  Stephanie  Farrington  was  hired  as  a  Mathematics  teacher  for  Title  I.  Miss  Far¬ 
rington  holds  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  in  Psychology  from  the  University  of  Massachusetts 
at  Dartmouth  and  a  Post  Baccalaureate  certificate  in  Elementary  Education  fro  Bridgewater 
State  College. 

Mr.  Joshua  Rapoza  was  hired  as  a  Technology  Instructional  Learning  Assistant.  Mr. 
Rapoza  holds  a  Bachelor  Degree  in  Mass  Media  Communications  from  Rhode  Island  Col¬ 
lege.  Mr.  Rapoza’s  previous  experience  included  working  in  the  RIC  Audio  Visual  Depart¬ 
ment  and  as  a  Project  Coordinator  for  the  Media  SMART  Project  in  the  Providence  Public 
Elementary  Schools. 
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CURRICULUM  AND  PROGRAMS 


The  Dighton  Elementary  School  Council  had  two  goals  for  the  2002  ~  2003  school 
year.  The  first  was  “To  develop,  implement  and  monitor  a  fully  integrated  technology 
program  that  reflects  current  standards  of  excellence.”  (Year  2)  We  are  extremely  pleased 
with  the  progress  we  made  throughout  the  school  year  to  update  the  technology  available 
for  use  by  staff  and  students. 

On  November  19  and  20,  2002  and  January  7,  2003,  the  principal  attended  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Technology  Leadership  Consortium  Core  Institute  Program  and  on  March  3, 2003, 
Best  Practices:  Technology  in  the  Classroom  at  the  Massachusetts  Elementary  Principals’ 
Association.  As  part  of  the  Core  Institute  activities,  principals  were  required  to  collect  and 
analyze  data  using  TAGLIT  (Taking  a  Good  Look  at  Instructional  Technology).  This  was 
an  on-line  assessment  tool  designed  to  help  principals  gather,  analyze,  and  report  informa¬ 
tion  about  how  technology  is  used  for  teaching  and  learning  in  their  schools.  At  Dighton 
Elementary  School,  35  teachers  and  93  students  participated  in  this  survey.  The  results  of 
this  survey  indicate  the  Dighton  Elementary  School  is  at  least  average  in  its 

staff’s  use  of  technology  in  the  curriculum.  The  results  of  this  survey  also  provided 
us  with  a  framework  for  professional  development  at  Dighton  Elementary  School. 

Using  funds  from  the  Title  II D  “Enhancing  Education  through  Technology’’  and  data 
collected  from  the  survey,  the  Dighton  Elementary  School  Tech  Committee  designed  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  professional  development  for  the  staff.  Starting  in  March  and  continuing  through  the 
rest  of  the  school  year,  professional  development  was  provided  to  all  staff  members  based 
on  their  curriculum  needs.  With  this  “teachers  teaching  teachers”  model,  staff  members 
realize  they  have  access  to  professionals  with  expertise  in  technology  and  pedagogy.  Hence, 
staff  response  and  evaluation  have  been  overwhelmingly  positive. 

The  second  goal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School  Council  was  “To  develop  the 
utilization  of  the  Accelerated  Reader  program  to  its  maximum  potential.” 

We  are  extremely  pleased  with  the  progress  we  made  throughout  the  school  year  to 
facilitate  the  use  of  Accelerated  Reader  by  staff  and  students. 

For  the  2003  ~  2004  school  year,  we  will  continue  to  develop,  implement  and  monitor 
a  fully  integrated  technology  program  that  reflects  current  standards  of  excellence.  Although 
it  is  the  third  year  for  this  goal,  The  Apple  Classroom  of  Tomorrow  studies  (Dwyer  et  al., 
1991)  shows  that  it  takes  three  to  five  years  for  teachers  to  go  through  predictable  stages  in 
their  use  of  technology.  Technology  integration  is  a  slow  process. 

For  the  third  year  of  this  four-year  plan,  the  school  council  and  staff  members  will 
investigate  funding  sources  and  continue  to  link  technology  to  improve  teaching,  learning, 
and  management. 
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Our  second  goal  will  be  to  develop  the  utilization  of  the  Accelerated  Reader  program 
to  its  maximum  potential.  (Year  2)  Since  Dighton  Elementary  School  Council  piloted  a  new 
incentive  program  for  Accelerated  Readers  in  Grade  4  last  year,  it  is  now  time  to  integrate 
this  program  into  our  reading  curriculum  at  all  grade  levels. 

The  Dighton  Elementary  School  Council  serves  as  an  advisory  board  to  the  Principal. 
Members  of  the  2003-2004  School  Council  are: 


Jennifer  Carter 
Sandra  Curtis 
Debra  Duffy 
Judith  Gallagher 


Teacher 
Principal 
Parent  Rep. 
Teacher 


Marilyn  Naro 
Mark  Ready 
Debra  Howland 


Parent  Rep. 
Comm.  Rep. 
Parent  Rep. 


STAFF  ACHIEVEMENTS 


Knowing  that  professionals  always  stay  abreast  of  current  trends  in  their  field,  one 
our  teachers  received  a  Doctor  of  Education  Degree  and  another  received  a  Certificate  of 
Advanced  Graduate  Studies.  Ten  of  our  other  faculty  members  completed  one  or  more 
graduate  courses  over  the  past  year. 

In  June  of  2003,  the  faculty  selected  Mrs.  Cheryl  Szostek  as  recipient  of  the  Golden 
Apple  Award.  This  award  is  also  referred  to  as  Teacher  of  the  Year  and  is  sponsored  by 
the  Dighton  Parent  Teacher  Organization.  Mrs.  Szostek  has  served  the  students  of  Dighton 
Elementary  School  for  over  twenty  years. 

COMMUNITY  INVOLVEMENT 

The  staff  at  Dighton  Elementary  School  works  closely  with  many  community  members. 
The  Dighton  Council  on  Aging  and  Dighton  Elementary  School  has  had  many  opportunities 
for  inter-generational  activities.  These  included  a  card  exchange,  pen  pals,  caroling  and 
holiday  parties.  The  Dighton  Elementary  School  Chorus  performed  at  the  Annual  Dighton 
Tree  Lighting  Ceremony.  Many  community  organizations  such  as  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts, 
the  Junior  Garden  Club,  and  the  Little  Folks  Theatre  use  our  facilities  on  a  regular  basis. 

Other  community  groups  that  visited  or  contributed  to  the  schools  included  the  Dighton 
Fire  Department,  the  Dighton  Police  Department,  representatives  of  the  Bank  of  Fall  River, 
Dighton  branch,  and  the  Dighton  Dandelions.  Workers  from  Cooperative  Productions,  a 
sheltered  workshop  in  Dighton,  have  also  volunteered  in  our  school.  Community  members 
come  into  Dighton  Elementary  School  to  read  to  classes,  tutor  individual  students  or  do 
clerical  work.  We  have  benefited  greatly  from  their  commitment. 


154 


STUDENT  ACHIEVEMENT 


The  fourth  graders  at  Dighton  Elementary  School  were  tested  in  May  2003;  the  third 
graders  were  tested  in  April  2003.  The  instrument  used  was  the  Massachusetts  Compre¬ 
hensive  Assessment  System  (MCAS).  The  results  of  those  tests  (not  based  on  national 
percentiles)  were  as  follows: 


Test 

Warning 

Needs  imp. 

Proficient 

Advanced 

Eng. /Language  Arts 

2% 

27% 

63% 

9% 

(Grade  4) 
Mathematics 

5% 

38% 

33% 

23% 

(Grade  4) 

Reading  (Grade  3) 

3% 

37% 

60% 

We  are  very  proud  of  all  of  these  scores. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS 

It  is  my  eighth  year  as  principal  of  Dighton  Elementary  School.  It  is  a  school  in  which 
the  faculty  gives  100%  of  its  time  and  effort  to  ensure  that  students  receive  the  instruction 
that  they  will  need  to  succeed.  It  is  a  school  where  the  students  are  well  behaved  and  moti¬ 
vated  to  learn.  It  is  a  school  where  both  faculty  and  students  do  for  others  less  fortunate. 
It  is  a  school  where  parents  have  a  genuine  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children.  It  is 
a  wonderful  school  and  I  am  fortunate  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

Sandra  Curtis,  Principal 
Dighton  Elementary  School 

Annual  Report  of  the 
Dighton~Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  my  eighth  annual  report  as  the  principal  of  Dighton-Rehoboth 
Regional  High  School  for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  2003. 

PERSONNEL 

Mr.  Brian  Saccone  was  hired  to  teach  in  the  English  Department. 

Mr.  David  Moura  was  hired  to  teach  in  the  Social  Studies  Department. 

Ms.  Caroline  Pettey  and  Mr.  Stephen  Lovejoy  were  hired  to  teach  in  the  Science 
Department. 
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Ms.  Denise  Campbell  was  hired  to  teach  in  the  Mathematics  Department. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  Caron  was  hired  to  teach  in  the  Physical  Education  Department. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Berube,  Ms.  Heidi  Chiavoroli,  Ms.  Norma  Weckmuller,  and  Mr.  Paul 
Teves  were  hired  as  ILAs  in  the  Special  Education  Department. 

Mr.  Michael  Piccirelli  was  hired  as  a  technology/network  administrator  for  the  high 
school. 

Ms.  Kathleen  Shillan  was  hired  as  a  secretary  for  the  Guidance  Department. 

Ms.  Robin  LaCroix  was  hired  as  a  secretary  for  the  main  office. 

Ms.  Kate  Gaccione  is  serving  as  a  psychology  intern  for  the  high  school. 

Ms.  Emily  Manion  was  hired  as  an  LTS  in  the  Physical  Education  Department  while 
Ms.  Amy  Wosencroft  is  out  on  maternity  leave. 

Mr.  Orin  Holmes  retired  from  his  teaching  position  in  the  Social  Studies  Department 
after  more  than  thirty  years  of  service  to  the  high  school. 

Ms.  Jean  Bzdula  retired  from  her  secretarial  position  in  the  main  office  after  more 
than  fifteen  years  of  service  to  the  high  school. 

Mr.  Michael  Mayo  resigned  from  his  teaching  position  in  the  Physical  Education 
Department  to  accept  a  position  in  another  school. 

Mr.  Roger  Shores  resigned  from  his  teaching  position  in  the  Science  Department  to 
accept  a  position  in  another  school. 

Ms.  Rebecca  Tavares  resigned  from  her  teaching  position  in  the  Science  Department 
to  pursue  other  interests. 

Ms.  Diane  Charrette  resigned  from  her  secretarial  position  in  the  Guidance  Depart¬ 
ment  to  accept  a  position  in  the  private  sector. 

Mr.  Matthew  Garrod  resigned  from  his  position  as  a  technology/network  administrator 
for  the  high  school  to  pursue  an  advanced  degree. 

Ms.  Kristine  Carney  resigned  from  her  ILA  position  in  the  Special  Education  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Ms.  Naydine  Rock  resigned  from  her  ILA  position  in  the  Special  Education  Depart¬ 
ment. 
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Ms.  Bethany  Kowalski’s  resigned  from  her  position  as  an  ILA  for  the  high  school’s 
writing  lab. 

ACADEMIC  AND  CO-CURRICULAR  HIGHLIGHTS 

The  English  Department  redesigned  its  freshman  English  curriculum,  with  the  intent  of 
eliminating  Level  Three  courses.  The  former  freshman  English  program  has  been  absorbed, 
creating  a  single  College  Level  curriculum  and  an  Honors/ AP  Level  curriculum. 

The  Social  Studies  Department  has  instituted  two  new  senior  electives:  a  psychology 
course  and  an  American  government  course. 

The  Foreign  Language  Department  has  added  a  language  laboratory  as  part  of  the 
construction  and  renovation  project. 

The  Physical  Education  Department  has  added  a  fitness  center  as  part  of  the  construc¬ 
tion  and  renovation  project.  The  fitness  center  has  become  the  focal  point  of  the  physical 
education  curriculum. 

The  Math  Department  is  presently  in  the  first  year  of  a  restructuring  of  its  Standard 
Level  curriculum.  This  year,  an  algebra  concepts  course  was  introduced.  Next  year,  a 
geometry  concepts  course  will  be  introduced. 

In  the  Vocational  Department,  the  machine  technology  shop  is  beginning  the  NIMS 
(National  Institute  for  Metalworking  Skills)  certification  process.  NIMS  is  a  consortium  of 
metalworking  trade  associations  that  supports  the  development  of  standards,  performance 
benchmarks,  and  competencies  needed  for  craftsmen  in  the  metalworking  industry. 

Performing  and  visual  arts  enjoyed  a  successful  year.  The  drama  club  put  on  a  won¬ 
derful  production  of  The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner,  the  Art  and  Vocational  Departments 
held  a  show  that  displayed  the  many  talents  of  the  students  enrolled  in  their  programs;  and 
the  Music  Department  held  spring  and  winter  concerts  that  were,  as  the  aforementioned 
shows,  well  attended. 

Fifty  (50)  students  were  inducted  into  the  James  F.  Frates  Chapter  of  the  National 
Honor  Society  this  year.  This  brought  the  total  number  of  current  members  to  one  hundred 
thirteen  (113). 

In  preparation  for  the  NEASC  visitation  in  October,  many  of  the  departments  reviewed, 
updated,  and  aligned  courses  of  study  with  state  and  national  frameworks. 

All  departments  continue  to  send  their  teachers  to  specialty  workshops  when  the 
opportunity  arises,  thereby  continuing  to  improve  teaching  skills  and  techniques. 
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ATHLETIC  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


Once  again,  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School  enjoyed  tremendous  inter¬ 
scholastic  athletic  success  during  the  2002-2003  school  year.  The  school  won  seven  cham¬ 
pionships,  which  helped  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School  rank  as  the  top  athletic 
school  in  the  South  Coast  Conference  (SCC). 

SCC  Championships  were  won  in  boys  and  girls  soccer;  field  hockey,  boys  and  girls 
cross  country,  baseball,  and  ice  hockey.  The  ice  hockey  championship  was  the  first  ever 
EAC  championship  for  the  joint  Dighton-Rehoboth/Somerset  program. 

In  the  spring  of  2003,  new  coaches  were  hired  for  a  variety  of  sports.  Michael  Rubin 
was  named  head  coach  for  girls  spring  track,  Kurt  Loell  was  named  head  coach  for  boys 
spring  track,  Benjamin  Pease  was  named  an  assistant  coach  for  boys  spring  track,  and  Jill 
Saxon  was  named  head  coach  for  boys  volleyball.  For  the  fall  of  2003,  the  following  new 
coaches  were  hired:  Jodi  Garrod  was  named  head  coach  of  boys  and  girls  cross-country, 
and  David  Moura  was  named  as  an  assistant  coach  for  freshmen  football. 

ENROLLMENT 

As  of  October  1,  2003,  there  were  1,043  students  enrolled  at  the  high  school:  398 
(38%)  from  Dighton  and  645  (62%)  from  Rehoboth.  This  represents  an  increase  of  71 
(7.3%)  students  from  last  year. 

CLASS  OF  2003 

The  Class  of  2003  had  211  students:  87  from  Dighton;  123  from  Rehoboth;  and  1 

other. 

203  members  of  this  class  graduated;  8  did  not  meet  graduation  requirements.  Of  those 
who  graduated,  77.2%  were  planning  on  immediately  entering  higher  education  placements, 
16.3%  planned  on  working  full-time,  4.0%  were  intent  on  enrolling  in  our  nation’s  armed 
services,  and  2.5%  remained  undecided. 

Laura  Stafford  was  named  the  Robert  T.  Roy  medal  winner  as  the  outstanding  member 
of  the  senior  class.  She  was  also  named  the  valedictorian.  Kristina  Prachanronarong  was 
the  salutatorian. 

Four  seniors  earned  recognition  from  the  College  Board  as  either  National  Merit 
scholars  or  National  Merit  semi-finalists. 

Superior  and  outstanding  academic  awards  were  presented  to  1 2  seniors,  and  5  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Class  of  2003  received  certificates  for  perfect  attendance  throughout  their  years 
of  high  school. 
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The  Citizens’  Scholarship  Foundation  awarded  87  scholarships  to  members  of  the 
senior  class  attending  schools  of  higher  learning.  Total  awards  amounted  to  $63,300. 

STANDARDIZED  TEST  RESULTS 

A.  2003  SAT  1 :  Reasoning  Test 


SAT  1 

DRRHS 

MA 

US 

Verbal 

531 

516 

507 

Math 

530 

522 

519 

70%  of  the  Class  of  2003  took  the  SAT  I:  Reasoning  Test.  The  table  above  shows 
their  average  score  compared  to  the  average  scores  of  other  seniors  in  Massachusetts  and 
throughout  the  United  States. 


B.  Advanced  Placement  Scores 


1.  Student  Scores  -  2003 


Score 

English 

Calculus 

Chemistry 

Physics 

European  History 

Latin  Literature 

Computer  Science 

5 

2 

12 

10 

4 

3 

0 

1 

4 

7 

1 

14 

4 

3 

0 

0 

3 

5 

0 

8 

2 

9 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL: 

14 

13 

33 

10 

15 

2 

1 

The  above  scores  from  the  2002-2003  school  year  represent  a  total  of  88  Advanced 
Placement  exams  taken  by  59  students  (33  juniors  and  26  seniors). 


2.  Percent  Score  Comparison  -  2003 


Score 

English 

Calculus 

Chemistry 

Physics 

5 

8.2 

14 

18.4 

92 

14.7 

31 

26.5  40 

4 

20.1 

50 

23.0 

8 

17.7 

42 

24.4  40 

3 

34.3 

36 

24.4 

0 

23.9 

24 

21.9  20 

2 

30.7 

0 

16.3 

0 

19.2 

3 

13.4  0 

1 

6.7 

0 

17.9 

0 

24.4 

0 

13.9  0 

Score 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 


European  History 

NATIONAL  % 

11.7 
20.5 
36.9 

16.7 
14.1 


DRRHS % 

20 

20 

60 

0 

0 


159 


3.  Mean  Grade  Comparison  -  2003 


National 

DRRHS 

English 

2.94 

3.78 

Calculus 

2.91 

4.92 

Chemistry 

2.79 

4.00 

Physics 

3.37 

4.20 

European  History 

2.82 

3.60 

Latin  Literature 

Not  available 

2.50 

Computer  Science 

Not  available 

5.00 

4.  Percentage  of  Students  Scoring  3  or  Higher 

-2003 

National  % 

DRRHS% 

English 

62.6% 

100% 

Calculus 

65.8% 

100% 

Chemistry 

56.3% 

97% 

Physics  C 

72.8% 

100% 

European  History 

68.1% 

100% 

Latin  Literature 

Not  Available 

50% 

Computer  Science 

Not  Available 

100% 

5.  Multiple  Year  Results  -  1990  -  2003 


a.  English  (1991-2003) 
i.  Score  National  % 


5 

4 

3 

2 

1 


10.8% 

20.7% 

36.0% 

27.3% 

5.2% 


DRRHS% 

25.4% 

34.9% 

38.1% 

1.6% 


ii.  Percentage  of  Students  Scoring  Three  or  Higher  (1991-2003) 


67.0% 


98.4% 


b.  Chemistry  (1990-2003) 

i.  Score  National  %  DRRHS% 

5  14.7%  31% 

4  17.7%  24% 

3  23.9%  38% 

2  19.2%  6% 

1  24.4%  1% 
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Percentage  of  Students  Scoring  Three  or  Higher  (1990-2003) 


11. 


56.4% 


93% 


c.  Physics  C  -  Mechanics  (2003) 
i.  Score  National  % 


DRRHS% 


5 

4 

3 

2 

1 


26.5% 

24.4% 

21.9% 

13.4% 

13.9% 


40% 

40% 

20% 

0 

0 


ii.  Percentage  of  Students  Scoring  Three  or  Higher  (2003) 


72.8% 


100% 


d.  Calculus  (1998-2003) 
i.  Score  National  % 


DRRHS% 


5 

4 

3 

2 

1 


15.8% 

23.2% 

26.9% 

17.9% 

16.3% 


25% 

50% 

25% 

0 

0 


ii.  Percentage  of  Students  Scoring  Three  or  Higher  (1998-2003) 


61.9% 


100% 


C.  MCAS  Scores 


MCAS  scores  continue  to  reflect  the  excellent  job  being  done  by  our  students  and 
teachers.  Our  students  have  done  consistently  well  on  the  MCAS  exams,  which  was  a 
requirement  for  graduation  beginning  with  the  Class  of  2003,  the  first  class  for  which  the 
MCAS  exams  “counted”.  This  class  had  a  100%  success  rate  on  the  MCAS  exams. 


Beginning  in  2003,  the  state  no  longer  provides  average  scaled  scores  for  MCAS 
results.  The  statistics  for  2003  reflect  the  percentage  of  students  in  the  current  junior  class 
who  have  passed  the  MCAS  exams. 
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2000 

(Class  of  2002)  2001 

(Class  of  2003)  2002 

(Class  of  2004)  2003 

(Class  of  2005) 

State  DRRHS  State  DRRHS 

English  229  233  239  243 

Math  228  235  237  241 


State 

DRRHS 

State 

DRRHS 

242 

248 

89% 

98% 

237 

244 

80% 

92% 

Four  students  in  the  Class  of  2004  took  the  November  re-test  in  Mathematics.  No  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  Class  of  2004  needed  to  take  the  November  re-test  in  English/Language  Arts. 

In  the  Class  of  2005,  there  were  twenty-one  (21)  students  who  needed  to  take  the 
November  re-test  in  Mathematics,  four  (4)  students  need  to  take  the  November  re-test  in 
English/Language  Arts,  and  eleven  (11)  students  need  to  take  both  the  Mathematics  and 
English/Language  Arts  re-test. 

SCHOOL/COMMUNITY  INVOLVEMENT 

Under  the  Massachusetts  Education  Reform  Act  of  1 993,  school  councils  were  formed 
for  every  school  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  following  people  are  members  of  Dighton- 
Rehoboth  Regional  High  School’s  School  Council  for  the  2003-2004  school  year: 

Trent  Danella,  Principal  Jeffrey  Anderson,  Student 

Howard  Horsman,  School  Committee  Charles  Teixeira,  Student 

Fred  Suzman,  Rehoboth  Community  Rep.  Barbara  Rowe,  Rehoboth  Parent 

Caroline  McKeon,  Student  Pat  Martin,  Rehoboth  Parent 

Mary  Ann  Brayer,  Rehoboth  Parent  Kathy  Gilbert,  Dighton  Parent 

David  Harwood,  Teacher  Kerry  McElroy,  Teacher 

Stanley  Franczyk,  Teacher  F.  Leon  Sibielki,  Guidance  Director 

NEW  ENGLAND  ASSOCIATION  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  COLLEGES 
(NEASC) 

This  past  October,  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School  was  subject  to  its  decen¬ 
nial  accreditation  visit  from  the  New  England  Association  of  School  and  Colleges.  They 
sent  a  volunteer  team  of  fourteen  practicing  educators  from  throughout  New  England  to 
spend  four  days  with  us.  This  team  spent  time  interviewing  stakeholders,  observing  classes 
and  activities,  and  evaluating  all  aspects  of  our  school’s  programs. 

In  late  spring  of  this  coming  year,  the  school  will  be  notified  of  its  accreditation  status. 
In  addition,  the  written  report  from  the  visiting  team  will  communicate  commendations  for 
the  good  things  we  do  and  recommendations  for  any  aspects  that  may  need  improvement. 
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Members  of  the  school  and  greater  community  spent  the  better  part  of  the  last  three 
years  preparing  for  this  visit,  and  we  are  modestly  confident  that  the  findings  of  the  evalua¬ 
tion  team  will  only  reassure  us  that  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School  is  providing 
its  students  with  an  excellent  and  well-balanced  education. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School  is  a  school  of  which  this  community  should 
be  extremely  proud.  It  has  a  wonderful  reputation:  a  reputation  hard-earned  and  based  upon 
the  excellence  of  our  staff,  our  programs,  our  students,  and  our  strong  community  support 
and  involvement. 

We  are  a  school  that,  although  imperfect,  is  in  constant  pursuit  of  perfection  in  all 
we  do.  As  principal  of  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School,  I  can  assure  you  that  the 
pursuit  of  academic  excellence  will  continue  to  be  our  primary  goal,  and  that  we  will  do 
everything  we  can  to  continue  to  provide  a  high  school  that  meets  the  academic  needs  of 
the  citizens  of  Dighton  and  Rehoboth. 

Trent  R.  Danella,  Principal 
Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 
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DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


JULY  1, 2002  -  JUNE  30,  2003 


RECEIPTS: 

ASSESSMENTS  MEMBER  TOWNS 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 

CHAPTER  70,  SCHOOL  AID 
TRANSPORTATION 
S.B.A.B.  CAPITAL  PROJECTS 

OPERATING  BUDGET  REIMBURSEMENT 
GRANTS 

INTEREST  (RESTRICTED  &  UNRESTRICTED  FUNDS) 
MEDICAID  REIMBURSEMENT 
MISCELLANEOUS 

R.A.N.s,  B.A.N.s,  BONDS,  &  PREMIUM 
REVOLVING  ACCOUNTS 

TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES: 

OPERATING  BUDGET  EXPENDITURES 
CAPITAL  BUDGET  EXPENDITURES 
GRANT  EXPENDITURES 
REVOLVING  ACCOUNT  EXPENDITURES 
BOND  &  REVENUE  NOTES  PAID 
WARRANT  PAYABLE  &  OLD  BILLS  FROM  FY02 
SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION  EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL 


13,362,534.00 


10,862,328.00 

559,386.00 

1,901,806.00 

60,012.69 

614,048.00 

139,656.71 

10,232.00 

8,961.41 

20,119,736.17 

974,941.90 

48,613,642.88 


23,767,906.77 

2,899,257.86 

616,882.45 

977,666.28 

12,000,000.00 

754,820.25 

9,762,851.26 

50,779,384.87 
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FUND  EQUITY  ACCOUNTS 


#3000 

FUND  EQUITY  RESERVED  -  ASSESSMENT  REDUCTION 
July  1,2002  Balance 

Receipts:  Transfer  From  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 


Expenditures:  Assessment  Reduction  FA"  2003 

June  30,  2003  BALANCE  (assessment  reduction  FA"  04) 


472,791.00 

411,703.00 

884,494.00 

472,791.00 

411,703.00 


#3001 

FUND  EQUITY  RESERVED  -  D-R  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS 


July  1,  2002 
Receipts: 

Expenditures: 
June  30,  2003 


Balance 

Interest  earned  from  Bond  Anticipation  Notes 

0.00 

BALANCE 


41,910.36 

105,892.39 

147,802.75 

147,802.75 


July  1,  2002 
Receipts: 


Expenditures: 


June  30,  2003 


#3010 

FUND  EQUITY  -  UNRESERVED 

Balance  965,230.47 

Close  Out  -  Estimated  Receipts  18,899.28 

Close  Out  -  Bills  From  Previous  Years  94,310.84 

Close  Out  -  Budget  Surplus  FA"  03  2,27 1 .26 

Close  Out  -  Cobra  233. 1 3 

Close  Out  -  Interest  Received  26,478.65 

Close  Out  -  Miscellaneous  Accounts  1,278.75 

143,471.91 

1,108,702.38 

Transfer  To  Unemployment  Account  65,000.00 

Transfer  To  Assessment  Reduction  FA"  04  411 ,703.00 

Transfer  To  Estimated  Receipts-Chpt  70  &  Transportation  73,300.00 

550,003.00 

BALANCE  558,699.38 
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REVOLVING  ACCOUNTS 


#2601 


July  1,  2002 

ATHLETIC  REVOLVING  -  D-R 

Balance 

10,065.60 

Receipts: 

Calendar  Sales 

43,716.50 

Game  Receipts 

0.00 

Homecoming/Hall  Of  Fame 

0.00 

Ice  Hockey  Boosters 

0.00 

Miscellaneous 

0.00 

Pepsi 

0.00 

Expenditures: 

Calendar  Expenses 

43,716.50 

53,782.10 

48,508.68 

Hall  of  Fame  Banquet 

0.00 

Banquet,  Awards,  Gifts 

0.00 

Somerset  H.  S.  (Hockey) 

0.00 

Athletic  Supplies 

0.00 

Uniforms 

0.00 

Field  Supplies/Rentals 

0.00 

Miscellaneous 

0.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

48,508.68 

5,273.42 

July  1,  2002 

#2602  -  2607 

CAFETERIA  -  DISTRICT 

Balance 

197,732.33 

Receipts: 

Student 

303,788.41 

Student/Milk 

16,962.70 

A  la  carte 

99,546.14 

Adult 

16,717.89 

Elderly 

486.00 

K-Milk 

1,566.90 

Other 

10,005.34 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

449,073.38 

120,480.37 

Elderly  Reimbursement 

2,225.91 

Interest 

3,482.57 

Meals  Tax 

836.46 

No  Check  (Comm,  of  Mass.) 

2,888.81 

Expenditures: 

Payroll 

578,987.50 

776.719.83 

287.755.84 

Supplies 

21,736.76 
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Food  and  Milk 

236,036.81 

Miscellaneous 

3,837.68 

Equipment 

10,014.79 

Maintenance  and  Repairs 

5,186.08 

564,567.96 

Meals  Tax 

836.46 

No  Check  (Commodities) 

2,888.81 

568,293.23 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

#2608 

CHAPTER  71  SECTION  7 IE  (HIGH  SCHOOL  RENTAL) 

208,426.60 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

228.00 

Receipts: 

Rental  Fees 

256.00 

484.00 

Expenditures: 

Closed  Out  To  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

228.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

256.00 

#2609 

CHAPTER  71  SECTION  7 IE  (DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  RENTAL) 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Rental  Fees 

12.18 

12.18 

Expenditures: 

Closed  Out  To  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

0.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

#2610 

12.18 

CHAPTER  71  SECTION  7 IE  (DIGHTON  MIDDLE  SCHOOL  RENTAL) 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

626.04 

Receipts: 

Rental  Fees 

528.00 

1,154.04 

Expenditures: 

Closed  Out  To  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

746.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

#2611 

408.04 

CHAPTER  71  SECTION  71E  (BECKWITH  SCHOOL  RENTAL) 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

254.02 

Receipts: 

Rental  Fees 

157.10 

411.12 

Expenditures: 

Closed  Out  To  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

302.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

109.12 
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#2612 

CHAPTER  71  SECTION  7  IE  (PALMER  RIVER  SCHOOL  RENTAL) 


July  1,  2002 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Rental  Fees 
23.67 

23.67 

Expenditures: 

Closed  Out  To  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

2.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

#2613 

CHAPTER  88  D-R  INDUSTRIAL  ARTS 

21.67 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

2,179.13 

Receipts: 

Projects 

6,298.64 

8,477.77 

Expenditures: 

Supplies 

3,716.84 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

#2614 

CHAPTER  773  D-R 

4,760.93 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Services 

1,316.00 

1,316.00 

Expenditures: 

Payroll 

1,316.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

#2615 

CHAPTER  773  DIGHTON 

0.00 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

41.76 

Receipts: 

Services 

3,427.66 

3,469.42 

Expenditures: 

Payroll 

2,069.42 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

( 

#2616 

CHAPTER  773  REHOBOTH 

1,400.00 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Services 

4,384.60 

4,384.60 

Expenditures 

Payroll 

4,384.60 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 
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#2617 


July  1,  2002 

D-R  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECT 

Balance 

9,622,219.42 

Receipts: 

Bond  Anticipation  Notes 

8,000,000.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

17,622,219.42 

11,414,426.30 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

6,207,793.12 

July  1,  2002 

#2618 

DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECT 
Balance 

30,625.96 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

30,625.96 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 

#2620 

C.  S.  F. 

DIGHTON  -  REHOBOTH  CITIZENS  SCHOLARSHIP  FOUNDATION 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

124,271.99 

Receipts: 

Donations 

61,498.48 

Interest 

1,530.92 

Expenditures: 

Scholarships  Awarded 

63,029.40 

187,301.39 

69,022.62 

Other  Expenditures 

0.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

69,022.62 

118,278.77 

July  1,  2002 

#2621 

DONATION  -  D-R  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Donation 

180.27 

Expenditures: 

0.00 

180.27 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

180.27 

July  1,  2002 

#2622 

DONATION  -  DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Donation 

1,075.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

1,075.00 

820.24 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

254.76 
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#2623 


July  1 , 2002 

DONATION  -  DIGHTON  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 
Balance 

118.46 

Receipts: 

Town  of  Dighton 

710.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

828.46 

828.46 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2624 

DONATION  -  PALMER  RIVER  SCHOOL 

Balance 

2,408.40 

Receipts: 

Donations 

4,952.13 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

7,360.53 

5,592.41 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

1,768.12 

#2625 

July  1 , 2002 

DONATION  -  BECKWITH  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 
Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Donations 

0.00 

Expenditures: 

Transferred  to  Student  Activity  Account 

0.00 

0.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2627 

QUEST  DONATIONS  ACCOUNT 

Balance 

6,701.93 

Receipts: 

Donations 

0.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

6,701.93 

3.46 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

6,698.47 

July  1,  2002 

#2628 

INSURANCE  PROCEEDS  REVOLVING 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Insurance 

9,261.94 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

9,261.94 

6,593.69 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

2,668.25 
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July  1,  2002 
Receipts: 


Expenditures: 


June  30,  2003 


July  1,  2002 
June  30,  2003 


July  1,  2002 
Receipts: 


Expenditures: 


June  30,  2003 


#2629  -  2630 

MARKETING/DISTRIBUTIVE  EDUCATION 
Balance 
Sales 
Sales  Tax 


Sales  Tax 
Miscellaneous 

BALANCE 


#2631 

PARENT  ADVISORY  COUNCIL 

Balance 

BALANCE 


#2632 

PRE-SCHOOL  PROGRAM  (D-R) 

Balance 

FA"  2003  Tuition 
FA"  2004  Tuition 
Graduation 


Supplies  and  Equipment 

Equipment 

Salaries 

Miscellaneous 

BALANCE 


#2633 

PRE-SCHOOL  PROGRAM  (DIGHTON)  LITTLE  RASCALS 
July  1,2002  Balance 

Receipts:  FA"  2003  Tuition 

FA"  2004  Tuition 


Expenditures:  Bills 

June  30,  2003  BALANCE 


1,393.32 

3,622.21 

10.29 

3,632.50 

5,025.82 

10.29 

3,607.13 

3,617.42 

1,408.40 


197.61 

197.61 


78.39 

11,200.00 

650.00 

315.00 

12,165.00 

12,243.39 

2,330.36 

219.95 

7,500.00 

0.00 

10,050.31 

2,193.08 


4.169.71 
3,550.00 
1,725.00 
5,275.00 

9.444.71 

7.131.72 
2,312.99 
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#2634 

PRE-SCHOOL  PROGR  AM  (REHOBOTH)  HAND  IN  HAND 
July  1,2002  Balance  3,700.04 

Receipts:  F/Y  2003  Tuition  2,389.34 

Transfer  From  Little  Learners  1,500.00 

3,889.34 

7,589.38 

Bills  4,239.43 

June  30, 2003  BALANCE  3,349.95 

#2635 

PRE-SCHOOL  PROGRAM  (REHOBOTH)  PINT  OF  PEANUTS 
July  1,2002  Balance  10,027.88 

Receipts:  FA"  2003  Tuition  4,750.00 

FA"  2004  Tuition  700.00 

5,450.00 

15,477.88 

Expenditures:  Bills  2,463.14 

June  30, 2003  BALANCE  13,014.74 


#2636 

PRE-SCHOOL  PROGRAM  (  REHOBOTH)  LITTLE  LEARNERS 
July  1,  2002  Balance 

Receipts:  FA"  2003  Tuition 

FA"  2004  Tuition 
Transfer  To  Hand  In  Hand 


Expenditures:  Bills 

June  30,  2003  BALANCE 


600.00 

1,200.00 

1,250.00 

(1,500.00) 

950.00 

1,550.00 

445.70 

1,104.30 


#2638 

D-R  STUDENT  ACTIVITY  AGENCY  ACCOUNT 


July  1, 2002  Balance  85,683.62 

Receipts:  Student  Activities  125,810.34 

Transfer  From  D-R  Donation  Account  0.00 

Interest  1,327.65 

127,137.99 

212,821.61 

Expenditures:  Student  Activities  122,686.51 

June  30, 2003  BALANCE  90,135.10 
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#2639 

DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  STUDENT  ACTIVITY  AGENCY  ACCOUNT 


July  1,  2002 

Balance 

12,049.13 

Receipts: 

Interest 

197.53 

Student  Activities 

11,089.50 

11,287.03 

23,336.16 

Expenditures: 

Student  Activities 

10,876.13 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

12,460.03 

#2640 

DIGHTON  MIDDLE  STUDENT  ACTIVITY  AGENCY  ACCOUNT 


July  1,  2002 

Balance 

6,134.81 

Receipts: 

Interest 

222.26 

Student  Activities 

53,775.41 

53,997.67 

60,132.48 

Expenditures: 

Student  Activities 

46,222.27 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

13,910.21 

#2641 

BECKWITH  STUDENT  ACTIVITY  AGENCY  ACCOUNT 


July  1,  2002 

Balance 

5,872.96 

Receipts: 

Interest 

Student  Activities 

102.73 

27,009.58 

27,112.31 

32,985.27 

Expenditures: 

Student  Activities 

24,832.05 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

#2642 

KENNETH  R.  TROMMER  FUND 

8,153.22 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

1,060.23 

Receipts: 

Interest 

16.79 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

1,077.02 
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July  1,  2002 

#2843 

UNEMPLOYMENT  COMPENSATION 

Balance 

26,304.53 

Receipts: 

Interest 

405.22 

Transfer  from  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

65,000.00 

Expenditures: 

Claims 

65,405.22 

91,709.75 

45,544.02 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

46,165.73 

July  1,  2002 

#2644 

VOCATIONAL  PRODUCTION 

Balance 

6,348.33 

Receipts: 

Auto 

12,765.82 

Mill 

1,532.37 

Structural 

417.17 

Machine 

765.58 

Expenditures: 

Auto  Supplies 

15,480.94 

21,829.27 

12,747.93 

Machine  Supplies 

1,491.04 

Carpentry  Supplies 

2,638.65 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

16,877.62 

.4,951.65 

July  1 , 2002 

MISCELLANEOUS  ACCOUNTS 

#5001 

C.O.B.R.A. 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

2%  Over  Insurance  Costs 

233.13 

Expenditures: 

Closed  Out  To  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

233.13 

233.13 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2001 

PREVIOUS  YEARS  BILLS 

Balance 

423,757.69 

Receipts: 

Transfer  From  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

0.00 

Transfer  at  Year-End 

219,276.30 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

219,276.30 

643,033.99 

329,446.85 

Closed  Out  To  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

94,310.84 

June  30,  2003 

423,757.69 

BALANCE  (Encumbered  For  FA"  03  -  To  Be  Paid  In  FA"  04) 

219,276.30 
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July  1,2002 

#2801 

TAILINGS 

Balance 

63.97 

Receipts: 

Uncashed  Checks  Issued 

60.00 

Expenditures: 

Closed  Out  To  Fund  Equity  Unreserved 

123.97 

0.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

123.97 

July  1,  2002 

GRANTS 

#2501 

#140  Grant  F/Y  2003 

Teacher  Quality 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

13,596.00 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.  (Receivable) 

40,787.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

54,383.00 

54,383.00 

15,482.94 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

38,900.06 

July  1,2002 

#2503 

#160  Grant  FA"  2003 

Enhanced  Education  Through  Technology 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

1,864.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

1,864.00 

1,864.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 

July  1,2002 

#2504 

#240  Grant  FA"  2002 

#94-142  Special  Education  Entitlement  Grant 
Balance 

65,779.68 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

65,779.68 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 
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July  1,  2002 

#2505 

#240  Grant  F/Y  2003 

#94-142  Special  Education  Entitlement  Grant 
Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

456,743.00 

No  Check  (Comm,  of  Mass.) 

13,385.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

470,128.00 

470,128.00 

412,854.45 

No  Check  (Teachers  Retirement) 

13,385.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

426,239.45 

43,888.55 

#2506 

July  1 , 2002 

#252  Grant  F/Y  2002 

Sped  Corrective  Action 

Balance 

1,973.40 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

450.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

1,523.40 

July  1,2002 

#2508 

#262  Grant  F/Y  2002 

Early  Childhood 

Balance 

1,127.75 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

1,127.75 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2509 

#262  Grant  F/Y  2003 

Early  Childhood 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

17,763.00 

No  Check  (Comm  of  Mass.) 

1,354.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

19,117.00 

19,117.00 

17,425.20 

No  Check  (Teachers  Retirement) 

1,354.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

18,779.20 

337.80 
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July  1,  2002 

#2510 

#274  Grant  FA"  2002 

Special  Education-Curriculum 

Balance 

5,970.32 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

5,795.32 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

0.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

5,795.32 

175.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2511 

#274  Grant  FA"  2003 

Supporting  Access  To  The  Curriculum 
Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

34,757.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

34,757.00 

12,826.91 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

21,930.09 

July  1,2002 

#2507 

#291  Grant  FA"  2003 

Early  Childhood  Training 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

3,500.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

3,500.00 

0.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

3,500.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2512 

#302  Grant  FA"  2002 

Title  VI 

Balance 

4,171.19 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

4,111.74 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

0.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

4,111.74 

59.45 

July  1,2002 

#2513 

#302  Grant  FA"  2003 

Title  V 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

7,758.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

7,758.00 

6,350.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

1,408.00 
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July  1,  2002 

#2514 

#303  Grant  FA"  2002 

Eisenhower  Math  &  Sciences 

Balance 

4,404.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

4,400.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

4.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2516 

#331  Grant  FA"  2002 

Drug  Free 

Balance 

3,557.62 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass 

4,382.00 

Expenditures: 

Transferred  to  Drug  Free  Grant  FA"  03 

7,939.62 

0.00 

June  30,  2003 

Transferred  to  Estimated  Receipts 

BALANCE 

0.00 

0.00 

7,939.62 

July  1,  2002 

#2517 

#331  Grants  FA"  2003 

Drug  Free 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass 

4,550.00 

Commonwealth  of  Mass  (Receivable) 

4,550.00 

^  > 

9,100.00 

9,100.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

735.80 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

i 

8,364.20 

July  1,2002 

#2518 

#333  Grant  FA"  2002 

Safe  and  Drug  Free  Discretionary 

Balance 

1,816.96 

Expenditures: 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass 

1,816.96 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2520 

#346  Grant  FA"  2002 

Good  Health 

Balance 

261.79 

Expenditures: 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

261.79 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 
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July  1,  2002 

#2526 

#625  Grant  FA"  2003 
Summer  Academic  Support 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

23,950.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

23,950.00 

23,099.37 

June  30,  2003 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 
23,950.00 

BALANCE 

850.63 

0.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2527 

#626  Grant  FA"  2003 
Summer  Success 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

8,000.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

8,000.00 

3,099.93 

June  30,  2003 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

< 

BALANCE 

\ 

4,900.07 

8,000.00 

0.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2528 

#627  Grant  FA"  2002 

High  School  Improvement 

Balance 

i 

vL - y  •».. 

5,562.62 

Expenditures: 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

5,562.62 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 

July  1,  2002 

#2530 

#632  Grant  FA"  2002 
Academic  Support  Services 

Balance 

3,445.89 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

2,348.67 

June  30,  2003 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

BALANCE 

1,097.22 

3,445.89 

0.00 
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July  1 , 2002 

#2531 

#632  Grant  FA"  2003 

Academic  Support 

Balance 

0.00 

Receipts: 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

37,185.00 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.  (Receivable) 

12,395.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

49,580.00 

49,580.00 

43,269.51 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

6,310.49 

July  1,  2002 

#2532 

#641  Grant  FA"  2002 

Teen  Dating 

Balance 

280.00 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

0.00 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

280.00 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

280.00 

0.00 

#2534 

#65 1  Grant  F/Y  2002 
Class  Size  Reduction 


July  1 , 2002 

Balance 

1,161.10 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

275.20 

Returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

0.00 

275.20 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

#2536 

#798  Grant  FA"  2002 

Gay/Straight  Mentoring 

885.90 

July  1,  2002 

Balance 

21.53 

Expenditures: 

Bills 

21.53 

June  30,  2003 

BALANCE 

0.00 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  BUDGET 
PROPOSAL 
FY  ’05  BUDGET 
DECEMBER  9,  2003 


Message  Highlights: 

*  FY  ’05  difficult  fiscal  year. 

*  $2  billion  state  deficit  projected. 

*  Predictions  for  5%  reductions  in  Chapter  70 

*  Confidence  of  state  commitments  questioned: 

~  1%  reduction  in  SB  A 

~  4th  quarter  payments  for  SPED 
~  Percentage  reimbursements  for  Circuit  Breaker 

*  Economic  recovery  has  not  materialized  -  revenues  below  expectations. 

*  Both  Towns  at  Prop  2  1/2  limit. 

*  Loss  of  $400  thousand  in  E  &  D. 

*  Loss  of  $191  thousand  in  Dighton  capital  assessment. 

*  Significant  impact  of  Fixed  (Mandatory)  Costs: 

~  Salaries 

~  Retirement  benefits 
~  Health  Insurance 

~  Special  Education 

Energy  (Natural  Gas) 

~  Transportation 

*  Recent  request  for  additional  $2  million  for  high  school  building  project. 

K  Superintendent’s  Proposed  Budgets  for  FY  ’05: 

Base/Level  Service  Budget  ~  same  level  of  programs,  services,  and  per¬ 
sonnel  as  FY  ’04;  except  for  mandates  (i.e.  special  education,  salaries, 
health  insurance,  energy,  transportation,  etc.). 

Enhanced  Budget  ~  Continuance  of  District  Wide  Strategic  Plan  and 
School  Council  Action  Plans. 
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Assessment  Options  include: 

level  state  funding,  5%,  and  10%  reductions. 

Local  assessment  increases  comparable  to  FY  ’04. 

Possible  amounts  of  Budget  reductions  required  based  upon  above  assump¬ 
tions. 


Despite  the  onerous  and  challenging  situation  that  undoubtedly  will  confront 
us  in  resolving  these  budget  predicaments  for  FY  ’05,  as  your  Superintendent, 
I  remain  confident  and  optimistic  that  through  the  collective  support  of  our 
schools,  parents  and  communities  we  will  continue  to  provide  an  “exceptional 
learning  experience  for  all  students”. 


BUDGET  SUMMARY  &  COMPARISON 

FY  ’04 

FY  ‘05 

Current 

Base 

Budget 

Budget  Difference 

% 

High  School  & 
District  Office 

$8,608,149 

$9,603,305  *+$995,156 

+  11.6 

Rehoboth  K-8 

$9,650,894 

$10,179,022  +$528,128 

+5.5 

Dighton  K-8 

$6,710,207 

$7,281,781  +$571,574 

+8.5 

Total 

$24,969,250 

$27,064,108  $2,094,858 

+8.4 

includes:  fixed  charges  (+$4 1 1 ,72 1 ) 

elimination  of  user  fees 

new  personnel  based  on  enrollment 

curriculum  task  force 

recommendations 

BUDGET  SUMMARY  &  COMPARISON 

FY  ’04 

FY  ‘05 

Current 

Enhanced 

Budget 

Budget  Difference 

% 

High  School  & 
District  Office 

$8,608,149 

$9,953,929  +$1,318,299 

+  13.7 

Rehoboth  K-8 

$9,650,894 

$10,518,676  +$867,782 

+9.0 

Dighton  K-8 

$6,710,207 

$7,471,723  +$761,516 

+  11.3 

Total 

$24,969,250 

$27,944,328  $2,947,597 

+11.8 
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Fixed  Charges 
Special  Education 
Salaries 
Energy 

Transportation 

Total 


APPROXIMATE 

NON-DISCRETIONARY  INCREASES 
(Base  Budget) 

$735,100 

$532,000 

$273,000 

$60,000 

$41,500 

$1,641,600 


APPROXIMATE 
DISCRETIONARY  INCREASES 
(Base  Budget) 


Instruction  $243,700 

(Supplies/Materials/Text  Books,  etc.) 

Building  Maintenance  $125,000 

Equipment  $53,000 

Programs  w/other  Districts  $3 1 ,500 

Total  $453,200 


SUMMARY  OF  INCREASES  IN  BASE  BUDGET 


Fixed  Charges  (5000) 

+ 

$735,098 

Special  Education 

+ 

$531,904 

Instruction  (2000) 

+ 

$349,458 

Building  Maintenance  (4000) 

+ 

$208,957 

School  Services  (3000) 

+ 

$150,567 

Equipment  (7000) 

+ 

$53,000 

Vocational  Education 

+ 

$32,469 

Programs  w/other  (9000) 

+ 

$31,490 

ESL 

+ 

$12,514 

O.  Administration  (1000) 

- 

$10,599 

PROPOSED  PERSONNEL  INCREASES 
(Base  Budget) 

DISTRICT  HIGH  SCHOOL 

None  2.4  Teachers  (enrollment) 

Restore  funding  for  Detailed  Officer  to  last  year’s  level 
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PROPOSED  PERSONNEL  INCREASES 
(Enhanced  Budget) 


DISTRICT  HIGH  SCHOOL 

None  .8  SPED  Teacher 

2.0  SPED  ILA’s 
5.0  ILA’s 

.5  Data  Management  Specialist 
1.0  Custodian 
.5  Groundskeeper 
1.0  Secretary 

Full  funding  of  Detailed  Officer 

PROPOSED  PERSONNEL  INCREASES 


D.L.  Beckwith  School 
Base  Budget 
1.0  SPED  ILA 

Increase  SPED  Occupational 
and  Physical  Therapy  Services 

Enhanced  Budget 
None 


Dighton  Middle  School 

Base  Budget 

None 

Enhanced  Budget 
.5  Custodian  (Gmdkeeper) 

.5  School  Adjustment  Cnslr. 

.5  Technology  Specialist 
Additional  Funding  for  Family 
and  Consumer  Science  Teacher 


REHOBOTH  K-8 

Palmer  River  Elementary  School 
Base  Budget 

1.0  SPED  Teacher  (Grade  1) 

1.0  SPED  ILA  (Grade  1) 

Increase  SPED  Occupational 
and  Physical  Therapy  Services 

Enhanced  Budget 
None 

DIGHTON  K-8 

Dighton  Elementary  School 

Base  Budget 

None 

Enhanced  Budget 

1.0  SPED  Teacher  (Grade  K,l) 

.5  Custodian  (Gmdkeeper) 

1.0  Technology  Specialist 
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SUMMARY  OF  ASSESSMENT  SCENARIOS 


1 .  Level  Funding  from  State  and  comparable  increases  from  the  Towns  from  last 
year: 


+$700,000.00  from  Rehoboth 
+$500,000.00  from  Dighton 

Total  cuts  needed  for  Base  Budget  =  $1,301 ,239 

$814,145 -Rehoboth 
$487,094  -  Dighton 

2.  5%  Decrease  in  funding  from  State  and  comparable  increases  from  the 

Towns: 


+$700,000.00  from  Rehoboth 
+$500,000.00  from  Dighton 

Total  cuts  needed  for  Base  Budget  =  $1,833,059 

$1,135,100  -  Rehoboth 
$697,959  -  Dighton 

3.  10%  Increase  in  Funding  from  State  and  comparable  increases  from  the 

Towns: 


+$700,000.00  from  Rehoboth 
+$500,000.00  from  Dighton 

Total  cuts  needed  for  Base  Budget  =  $2,364,879 

$1,456,054  -  Rehoboth 
$908,825  -  Dighton 
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Town  Offices  are  open 

Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  from  8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m., 
Wednesday  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  and 
Wednesday  Evenings  from  6:30  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m., 
and  Friday  8:00  a.m.  to  Noon 


Selectman  and  Board  of  Health  . Wednesday  at  7:30  p.m. 

Board  of  Assessors .  Wednesday  at  6:30  p.m. 

Planning  Board .  First  &  Third  Wednesdays  at  7:30  p.m. 

Cable  Committee  .  Second  Wednesday  at  7:30  p.m. 

Conservation  Commission  .  Second  Wednesday  at  7:30  p.m. 

Council  on  Aging  .  Second  Thursday  at  7:00  p.m.  at  Lincoln  Village 

Finance  Committee  . Third  Wednesday  at  7:00  p.m. 

D-R  Reg.  School  Committee  . Second  &  Fourth  Tuesdays 

. Annual  Meeting  -  Second  Tuesday  in  April 

Playground  Commission . Second  Thursday  at  7:00  p.m. 

Sewer  Commission  .  Second  &  Fourth  Wednesdays  at  7:00  p.m. 

Soil  Conservation . First  Monday  every  other  month  at  7:00  p.m. 

Housing  Authority . Second  Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m.  at  Lincoln  Village 


AMBULANCE  . 

ANIMAL  INSPECTOR . 

ASSESSORS  . 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING  . 

DOG  OFFICER  . 

FIRE  DEPT . 

POLICE  DEPT . 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  . 

PLANNING  BOARD  . 

PLUMBING  INSPECTOR . 

SCHOOL  NURSE  . 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  . 

SEWER  COMMISSION  . 

SELECTMEN’S  OFFICE  &  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
STREET  DEPT . . . 


669-6767 

252-3541 

669-5043 

823- 0095 
677-3137 
669-6767 
669-6711 
669-642 1 
669-6636 
669-5702 

824- 4491 
644-2202 
669-5 1 1 1 
669-643 1 
669-5461 
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